October 1953 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


Political 


National Events—Page The New Czechoslovak Cabinet— 
Page 5... Adenauer’s Victory—Page 


Economic: Food, Fodder and Farmers 


Agricultural Policy Changes—Page Food Consumption 
Patterns—Page Hungarian Price Reductions—Page 24... 
Handicraft Collectivization Discontinued—Page Polish 
Harvest Results—Page Currency Reform 
Page 26. 


Cultural: The Big Red Schoolhouse 


Setting the Stage—Page New Focus: Technical Train- 
“Socialist” Student—Page 43. 


This Radio Free Europe 


Calling the Czechoslovak Air Force!—Page New “Popular 
Doctrine—Page 51. 


News Pages 52-56 New Line Love Border Guides 
Riddle Secret Printing Polish Prison Hungary Bids for 1960 
Deportation According “Size and Condition.” 


We 


About this Publication 


News From THE published monthly 
the Research and Publications Service the National Committee for 
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—who have escaped from the Communist enslavement their native 
lands. 
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Area Trends 


PATTERN was designed the Kremlin: 
Malenkov made the mold, Khrushchev cast the 
die, Nagy carved the model. The language differed 
but the underlying policy was the same throughout 
the Soviet orbit: concessions and promises con- 
cessions. Tax reductions, reductions quota de- 
liveries, lower prices, more food, all calculated 
convince the people that the slavedrivers had overnight become benefactors. The usual 
scapegoat technique was followed: make the concessions seem real, those ostensibly 
“responsible” for harsher policies were purged, and new, relatively less unpopular Com- 
munists appointed their places. 

consolidate their forces and deal with the restiveness and outright revolts the 
captive peoples, threefold program was operation. Politically, there were renewed 
pledges guarantee civil liberties and incessant denunciations one-man leadership. 
Economically, concessions were made promising increased food supplies 
sumer goods. Diplomatically, the West was wooed with talk peace and coexistence, 
that the Soviet and Satellite masters could concentrate their domestic problems and make 
trade overtures ease their critical heavy industrial and consumer goods shortages. 

The Communists had some economic concessions, and were promising many more 
that they were not likely keep, but they sacrificed iota their political control, 
and the steel fist totalitarianism was still there, showing through the split seams 


the velvet glove conciliation. 


HUNGARY 


New Policy: accordance with its new economic program, 
the regime has focussed the development agriculture, 
and made numerous concessions collective and individual 
farmers. Almost all the decrees favor kolkhoz peasants and, 
despite the present aid given independent farmers, 
clear that the Government has intention permitting 
the dissolution collectives. help boost agricultural 
output, the Communists have given unskilled industrial 
workers who formerly were employed kolkhozes permis- 
sion return them their factories will discharge them. 
addition the decrees aimed appeasing the peasantry, 
the Government has relaxed license restrictions for inde- 
pendent artisans and eased its campaign for collectiviza- 
tion handicraftsmen. 
Price cuts foodstuffs and other consumer goods were 
The reductions range from about 12-30 per- 
cent, the average being 17. Although the cost bread was 
considerably reduced, the prices meat and dairy products 
remain the same. 


Party Line: The importance collective leadership rais- 
ing the national living standard emphasized constantly 


the press. this connection, numerous attacks are di- 
rected against local Party organizations for petty despotism, 
neglect workers’ needs, lack self-criticism, and disre- 
spect for higher Party organs. From these editorials 
obvious that the Communists want tighten Party organi- 
zations. Another goal gain the people’s confidence— 
or, the Communists restore the Party’s links 
with the masses.” 


BULGARIA 


Chervenkov Speech: address the ninth anniver- 
sary the Soviet “liberation” Bulgaria, Premier Vulko 
Chervenkov asserted his Government’s desire for friendly 
relations with Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia, and insisted 
that Bulgaria admitted into the UN. Admitting that the 
“class struggle” Bulgaria was strong, Chervenkov vigor- 
ously attacked the the source all sabotage and 
diversion, and said that severe measures were being taken 
combat “hostile elements.” With regard domestic affairs, 
Chervenkov said that rise the national living standard 
was imminent, but made concrete promises. Imitating 
Satellite spokesmen other parts the area, claimed 
that his Government will now concentrate increasing the 
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output consumer supplies and slow-down its heavy indus- 
trialization program. 


POLAND 


Anti-Catholic Campaign: heavy blow was dealt the 
Catholic Church the removal Cardinal Wyszynski from 
his post Polish Primate and Archbishop Gniezno and 
Warsaw. This was done the basis February 1953 
decree stating that the Government has the power remove 
anyone who acts against State interests, The Cardinal, who 
was “allowed” retire monastery, was accused fail- 
ing fulfill the requirements the 1950 State-Church 
Agreement not condemning Bishop Kaczmarek Kielce. 
The Bishop, along with three other priests, was recently tried 
and sentenced long-term imprisonment for allegedly con- 
ducting anti-Communist espionage for the Vatican and 
the US. 

The anti-Catholic drive, waged with steady intensity, has 
several goals: the regime wants destroy the present 
Catholic hierarchy and install its own collaborationist priests 
also wants break the Church’s connections with the 
Vatican (and the West), and create “national” church. 
doing, the Communists hope weaken the Catholic 
Church sufficiently that they can subvert and mold 
into government tool. 


Economic: far specific concessions have been made 
back earlier promises about raising the national living 
standard. harvest celebrations Szczecin, Premier Bie- 
rut emphasized the need increase agricultural production, 
but gave indication that the Government intended ease 
its collectivization program pass measures which would 
inspire farmers boost their output. However, Bierut did 
stress the importance individual farms “at the present 
stage economic development.” 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


NEP?: Joining the Kremlin chorus the need raise the 
workers’ living standards, Czechoslovakia announced new 
economic policy for 1954 and the remainder The 


program, outlined two Government declarations, pro- 
vides for moderate slowdown industrial development, 
improvements consumer goods production and distribu- 
tion, and for the expansion housing plans. Supplement- 
ing earlier decree which raised the prices certain farm 
products, the regime promised agricultural producers fur- 
ther aid the form plans for machinery imports, fer- 
tilizers, credit, labor, etc. Thirteen days after the new pro- 
gram was announced, retail prices for 23,000 items were 
lowered 5-40 percent, bringing consumers annual sav- 
ing 4.5 billion koruny. Both President Zapotocky and 
Premier Siroky hinted that the new plans will succeed only 
general work morale improves. The trend apparently 
the other direction: the deterioration labor discipline 
evidenced the numerous instances negligence, 
apathy, petty theft, waste and inefficiency noted the press. 
Also, local shortages and poor quality consumer goods 
have been reported. 


Government Reorganization: Immediately prior the an- 
nouncements change economic policy, there was 
shakeup the entire Cabinet. The number ministers and 
high-ranking officials central offices was cut from 
29. new ministry Local Economy was set up, and new 
ministers were put charge vital sectors agriculture, 
State control, justice, finance, foundries and ore mines, and 
the fuel, power and chemical industries. These changes are 
apparently intended facilitate realization the new 
program. 


ROMANIA 


Purge: The area-wide combination concession and purge 
did not find Romania exception. The first purge victim 
was Vice-Premier Gheorghe Vidrascu, Russian-born Ro- 
manian-imported Communist. Premier Gheorghiu-Dej also 
fell into line the new Khrushchev policy his speech, 
promising higher living standards, greater production 
consumer goods and the soft-pedalling heavy industrial- 
ization. 
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NATIONAL EVENTS 


Taking their cue from Moscow, Satellite leaders are 
making political and economic pronouncements the 
theme Communist benevolence, humanitarianism and 
good will. Internally, this expressed promises raise 
the workers’ living standards—primarily deflecting some 
the investments now made heavy industry light 
industry and agriculture. Better treatment the people 
also implied pledges guarantee civil liberties and 
dissolve number concentration camps. Externally, the 
theme reiterated propaganda lauding the Communist 
“invention” and promotion peaceful coexistence. 

conjunction with their various government reorgani- 
zations and shifts economic planning, the Communists 
have waged drive install “collective leadership.” The 
cooperation everyone needed, they say, the new 
economic policies are carried out. Furthermore, ac- 
cording Party ideologists, the true Communist instinc- 
tively despises petty despotism, individual and biased ac- 
tion, and “bourgeois rejection criticism.” 

The goals this campaign are evident: Communist 
leaders realize that they must allay the people’s deep mis- 
trust the Party; and secondly—and perhaps even more 
important—that they must make lower Party organizations 
effective tools top Party organs. Throughout the Com- 
munist apparatus, there are cases inefficiency, neglect 
Party orders and violations State commands. Thus, with 
their well-known tactic trying kill several birds with 
one stone, the Communists are not only urgently trying 
restore the Party’s “links with the masses,” but, also, the 
Party’s links with the Party. production increased, 
the people must work hard; and, organs responsible for 
seeing that they do, Party bureaus must become unfailing 
instruments for transmitting top Party policy. amount 
propaganda the “democratic value self-criticism” 
can conceal this aim. 


international matters, the Communists vocalized their 


Political Section 


The Politics Conciliation 


ambition renew East-West trade—a desire first expressed 
the Moscow Economic Conference last year. vital 
reason for this, they claim, easing international tension, 
but their real motives are and have been obvious for some 
time. What the Communists want import specialized 
equipment, especially precision machine tools, and strategic 
materials, For the first time, recently, efforts have been 
made import food and other consumer supplies well. 

While flaunting the sign the dove peace, all Krem- 
lin-inspired statements world affairs aim giving the 
impression that peace and coexistence are fostered only 
The West held guilty not only warmon- 
gering, but made responsible for all sabotage behind the 
Iron Curtain. Thus, the Soviet dilemma revealed the 
very nature their propaganda: charges that the West 
responsible for all anti-Communist activity, area-wide 
drive increase “ties with the masses,” and interna- 
tional campaign renew economic cooperation, show that 
all not quiet the Eastern front. 


Reorganization 


September 15, the Czechoslovak Government was re- 
organized along the latest Soviet lines. This announcement 
was made immediately prior revision economic pol- 
icy which somewhat decreased the emphasis heavy in- 
dustry favor light industry and agriculture. Probably 
the main reason for streamlining the Government and in- 
troducing large-scale personnel changes was clear the 
ground for the new, “more moderate” program. The min- 
isters who suffered most from the shakeup were all asso- 
ciated the public mind with unpopular Government 
policies. 

result this reorganization, the eleven member 
Presidium was reduced five, the number ministries 
and other central organs cut from 29, and the number 
ministerial posts decreased from 33. Six the 
former ten Deputy Prime Ministers were relieved their 
posts, and two the remaining four were promoted 
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First Deputy Premiers. Among the officials who lost ground 
were former Minister Security Karol Bacilek and former 
Minister the Interior Vaclav Nosek. Bacilek was made 
First Secretary the Communist Party Slovakia, and 
Nosek was appointed Minister Manpower. Bacilek’s re- 
moval was most probably due the fact that was asso- 
ciated with police terror and thoroughly hated the 
people. The Ministries Interior and National Security 
were consolidated into Ministry Interior which 
headed Rudolf Barak (Nosek was found too weak 
head the police apparatus 1950). This merger was 
patterned similar reorganizations made the Soviet 
Union after Stalin’s death. 

Another official removed the shakeup former Min- 
ister Agriculture, Nepomucky, responsible for the ruth- 
less extension The head the new 
Ministry Agriculture, which incorporates two former 
agricultural ministries, Deputy Premier Jindrich Uher. 
Former Minister Finance, Jaroslav Kabes, whose name 
was associated with the currency reform, was replaced 
Julius Duris. The regime also demoted former Minister 
Justice Stefan Rais, and Deputy Premier Zdenek Fierlinger. 
Rais, who was one the last remaining Jews high 
post, was replaced obscure judge. 

official favorably affected the reorganization 
Deputy Premier Antonin Novotny who, after Gottwald’s 
death, was named head both Party Secretariats. 
September 15, Novotny was named First Secretary the 
Party’s Central Committee. This paralleled Khrushchev’s 
promotion the Soviet Union. Novotny, like Khrush- 
chev, has now been confirmed his position number 
one man the Party machinery. 

Another result the reorganization that now three 
the remaining four Deputy Prime Ministers are charge 
ministries: Cepicka—National Defense; Kopecky—Cul- 
ture; and Uher—Agriculture. Jaromir Dolansky the only 
Deputy Prime Minister free departmental duties; pre- 
vious the shakeup, eight the ten Deputy Prime Min- 
isters were without departmental functions. 


Siroky Speaks 

September speech the Czechoslovak Parlia- 
ment, Premier Viliam Siroky outlined the 
new economic program and discussed the nation’s foreign 
policy. After lengthy examination economic affairs 
Siroky announced important change affecting the 
State apparatus. From now on, the national commit- 
tees, which are local administrative organs, will re- 
moved from the jurisdiction the Ministry Interior and 
placed under the direct supervision the Cabinet; 
new ministry has been set control their economic 
activities. This change came result the committees’ 
failure fulfill the administrative-economic-political tasks 
assigned them. recent years, they have been sharply 
attacked for inefficiency and number attempts—mostly 
unsuccessful—have been made improve the quality 
their work. This latest effort totally destroys the legend 
that the national committees were any way organs 


local self-rule. making this change public, Siroky placed 
stress the importance “strengthening the administra- 
tion’s ties with the masses” 

“So far, the national committees have not satisfactorily 
fulfilled their all-important role our people’s demo- 
cratic regime, and consequently they have not provided 
adequate ties between the organs State administration 
and the broadest masses the working people. For 
these reasons, the Government now introducing bill 
Which will place the direction all committee acti- 
vities under the Government itself. The Govern- 
ment absolutely insists that employees the State ap- 
paratus and officials national committees scrupulously 
adhere the laws, decrees and Government decisions 
which result from the real will the working people.” 


The Premier then introduced the new Cabinet the Na- 
tional Assembly and asked for vote confidence. The 
reasons gave for the reorganization did not differ sub- 
stantially from explanations given for previous Government 
changes: “The reorganization the and 
the reduction the number Vice-Premiers and Min- 
istries aimed—after experiences gained [under the previ- 
ous making the entire work the State ad- 
ministration more economical and improving every 
respect.” 

Turning the question “civil liberties” allegedly 
granted the Constitution, Siroky said that they would 
firmly protected the future and that any violations 
the people’s rights would severely punished. Similar 
statements have been made other Satellite spokesmen 
effort conciliate the masses and persuade them that 
the days police terror are ended. 

his discussion international affairs, Siroky adhered 
the Soviet “peaceful coexistence line,” using the stand- 
ard cliches. are contentious international mat- 
ters,” said, “which cannot solved negotiation, 
despite the existence different economic systems the 
various countries. The Czechoslovak Government will 
unerringly continue its efforts towards the peaceful co- 
existence all nations, regardless the differences their 
respective social systems.” This statement was followed 
Soviet-style pronouncements the Korean and German 
questions. Claiming that the cessation the Korean War 
was powerful blow the “Western aggressor,” Siroky 
declared: “The Czechoslovak Government has decided 
grant the fraternal and allied North Korean people large- 
scale material and technical assistance the reconstruction 
and rebuilding their national economy.” 

With regard Germany, Siroky said: 


come independent and peace-loving country the 
main instrument aggression international imperi- 
alism, which continually endangering the freedom 
nations Western and Eastern Europe. The aggressive 
forces supported recent election victory 
West Germany. Adenauer’s clique the greatest enemy 
German unity and peaceful solution the Ger- 
man question. Revanchist and militarist German forces 
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Viliam Siroky .............. Prime Minister 
Jaromir Dolansky .......... First Deputy Prime Minister 
Cepicka First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister National 
Defense 
Vaclav Kopecky ........... Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister Culture 
Jindrich Uher Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister Agriculture 
Minister Foreign Affairs 
Dvorak ............ Minister Foreign Trade 
Minister Fuel and Power 
Frantisek Krajcir ........... Minister Internal Trade 
Maurer Minister without Portfolio 
Nejedly ............ Minister without Portfolio 
Alois Neuman ............. Minister Communications 
red 
nat- are centered around Adenauer. victory 
endangering not only the German people but also other 
the West European nations.” 
will Siroky then discussed the matter East-West trade, 
co- stating that economic cooperation was important means 
heir developing peaceful relations. said that Czechoslo- 
will extend her “economic cooperation with countries 
man the peace camp—first all with the Soviet Union, Peo- 
War China and the European People’s Democracies,” but 
she also interested establishing similar relations 
arge- the end his speech, Siroky denounced “Western 
ction and diversion” and claimed that the enemy 
will mercilessly destroyed: 

“The defeat the imperialists suffered their endeavor 
organize armed acts aggression has not deflected 
them from similar attempts. The aggressive imperialist 
forces are now adopting even wilder methods the cold 
war, organizing subversive sabotage with the help 
provocateurs against the People’s Democratic countries. 

working people shall know how deal with 
these imperialist agents. shall mercilessly destroy 
everyone who, the service foreign imperialists and 


warmongers, tries damage our People’s Democratic 


The New Czechoslovak Cabinet 


Political 


Karel Polacek Minister Engineering 

Antonin Pospisil ........... Minister Transport 

Planning Office 

Josef Reitmajer ............ Minister Foundries and 
Ore Mines 

Minister Forests and Tim- 
ber Industry 

dustry 

Minister Justice 

Emanuel Slechta ........... Minister Building 

Procurator General 


Dr. Jaroslav Havelka ....... Chairman State Office 
for Ecclesiastical Affairs 

Lt. Gen. Frantisek Chairman State Commit- 
tee for Physical Training 


and Sports 


regime and threaten the freedom and independence 
our Republic.” 


Chervenkov Speaks 


September address the eve the ninth anni- 
versary Bulgaria’s “liberation from Fascism and impe- 
rialist slavery the great Soviet Army,” Premier Vulko 
Chervenkov bitterly attacked “warmongering American cir- 
cles,” and asserted his Government’s “firm belief the 
peaceful settlement international problems.” Speaking 
Sofia’s National Theater, the Prime Minister glibly at- 
tributed all international difficulties the US: accused 
America being the source all sabotage and diversion 
Bulgaria, pursuing policy force and “adventur- 
ism,” hindering the development international trade, 
and unjustly severing diplomatic relations with the Bul- 
garian regime. After expatiating his Government’s 
“earnest” alliance with the Soviet peace camp, Chervenkov 
declared that Bulgaria sincerely desired improve its rela- 
tions with Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia, and that one 
the most important conditions for easing tension the 
Balkans was Bulgaria’s admission into the United Nations: 

“We find justification for the fact that the United 
States severed diplomatic relations with our country 
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1949 and still does not want renew them. True its 
peaceful policy, the Bulgarian Government always 
ready renew these relations the interests peace. 
think that the interests strengthening peace 
and easing international tension, particularly with re- 
gard the Balkans, the acceptance our country into 
the United Nations vital element and insist 
that the United Nations satisfy this long-outstanding 
request.” 


Chervenkov said that another prerequisite for easing in- 
ternational tension was the development trade between 
the and the Soviet Union. this connection, em- 
phasized that was fatal mistake underestimate Soviet 
power. “The overseas pretenders world domination,” 
said, have illusions—they fail recognize the might the 
Soviet Union and the peace camp, and “they build military 
bases and organize provocations against the People’s 
Democracies,” instead trying solve problems nego- 
tiation. 


“Those who not want admit that the Soviet 
Union great power and must participate the solu- 
tion many problems are mistaken. The Americans 
failed Korea, but small Korea showed them the real 
power small state. They continue talk about 
hard policy towards the Soviet Union and the People’s 
Democracies. The policy force will never success- 
ful. The Soviet Union will not surprised.” 


Elaborating this theme, Chervenkov declared that the 
longer has monopoly the atom and hydrogen 
bombs and that American propaganda convinces nobody. 
The Prime Minister admitted, however, that the “class 
struggle” Bulgaria strong and that numerous attempts 
are made sabotage Government and Party measures. 
This activity blamed support hostile elements: 


“The Americans are spending tremendous sums 
diversionists. All sabotage conducted from abroad. 
Bandits have been sent our ceuntry for special 
purposes. Planes have dropped pamphlets our coun- 
try. regards enemies within the country, should like 
remind them that the sons the Bulgarian Father- 
land Front are not accustomed talking with enemies.” 


This unconvincing explanation popular unrest fol- 
lowed detailed discussion the economic situation 
within the country. After praising past successes and criti- 
cizing current shortcomings, Chervenkov promised that the 
workers’ living standards will raised. Although made 
outright concessions, did mention greater production 
consumer supplies. the political field, hinted the 
easing police terror: “The Voice America,” said, 
“repeatedly claims that our prisons are packed. The Gov- 
ernment has decided close down concentration camps, 
and their buildings will used public and economic 
organizations.” should mentioned that according 
earlier information the camps, which were Dobrudja, 
were transformed into State Farms, and the former prison- 
ers have remained “paid” agricultural workers. 


Greece and Turkey Reply 


Greece and Turkey were quick voice their skepticism 
about Chervenkov’s “friendly overtures.” Radio Ankara, 
September 11, declared that even the most superficial 
observer was apparent that Bulgaria’s campaign” 
was rooted Soviet policy, which had changed tactics 
but not goals: “Bulgaria received orders from her Mos- 
cow masters that she must try prevent the Balkan nations 
from consolidating their friendship—a friendship which 
has found expression the Balkan Pact.” Pointing out 
that the Pact seriously troubles the Kremlin, the Turkish 
commentator emphasized that despite Chervenkov’s “mild” 
words, Soviet bases were being built along the Black Sea 
coast and new Soviet airfields and underground hangars 
were being constructed within Bulgaria. “All this means 
[that must maintain very wary attitude] towards the 
peaceful speeches the Sofia satraps.” 

editorial which appeared the September issue 
the Turkish newspaper Ulus commented even more 
emphatically Bulgarian-Turkish relations. The article 
was written connection with the release Turkish 
officer who had been interned Bulgaria for over five 
years. Carefully distinguishing between the present 
garian Government and the Bulgarian people, the writer 
declared: 

because, our opinion, Bulgaria has been crossed off 
the map. Before enslaved Bulgaria, Russian 
toy. That why would unfair were angry 
with Bulgaria and held her responsible for all her 

tions. Today, Bulgaria exists only When 

see Bulgarians free Russian occupation and 

tyranny, will greet them sincerely because 

have known the Bulgarian people for centuries, and 

know how alien and disgusting Communism them. 

The Bulgarian people are far more unhappy than our 

Lieutenant, who was detained for five years, because 

despite their thirst for independence, they are still wear- 

ing Kremlin chains.” 

The Greek Government was equally cautious about Bul- 
garian attempts renew diplomatic relations, which have 
been broken since 1941. According Radio Athens sum- 
mary the press, the newspaper Vima stated that the 
value the Bulgarian proposals will depend upon 
Balkan policy adopted both Bulgaria and Moscow. 
Kathimerini stated that the Bulgarian desire join 
was the real motive behind these overtures: “It 
unforgivable,” the newspaper wrote, “if made satis- 
faction this aim easy without first securing Sofia’s prom- 
ise that will discuss pending questions, and that will- 
ing facilitate their settlement.” The newspaper 
was especially outspoken its views: “Our reserve towards 
these sudden declarations justified, since well-known 
that Sofia simply carries out instructions received from 
Moscow and that Moscow trying destroy the Balkan 
Alliance.” 

The Greek Government has laid down the following con- 


ditions for resuming diplomatic relations with Bulgaria: 
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Bulgaria must reduce her armed forces accordance with 
the peace treaty; pay Greece million dollars war rep- 
arations; return Greece more than 1,000 railway coaches 
and steam engines which were stolen the time the 
Bulgarian retreat from Greece; make restitution for dam- 
ages and thefts Greek property during the occupation; 
disarm the frontier region bordering Greece; liberate 
Greek military prisoners and hostages held her territory; 
return abducted Greek children; and stop giving aid 
Communist guerrillas. 


New Romanian Policy 


State Opera House, Premier Gheorghiu-Dej 
“new economic policy” for his country. 


Western observers, his address hardly came surprise: 
since July when the Hungarian Government launched 


domestic program conciliate the masses, all Satellite 


regimes have promised imminent rises their people’s liv- 
ing standards. However, significant that Gheorghiu- 
Dej was far more cautious than his Hungarian colleagues, 


unwittingly created the impression that the days 


and “hard” Communism were over. This mistake 


resulted sharp relaxation work discipline and peas- 


Adopting less radical tone, Gheorghiu-Dej stated that, 
the future, attention will focussed overcoming agri- 
cultural shortcomings and increasing the output con- 
supplies that the populace can well-fed and 


well-clothed. order acomplish this, said, “the 
Government and the Party’s Central Committee deem 
necessary reduce the accumulation fund for 1953-55 
27.8 percent and raise the consumption fund 72.2 


“Of the total volume capital investment, shall 
allocate, the expense curtailing appropriations for 
heavy industry and other work, additional fund 
5,000 million lei for developing agriculture, manufactur- 
ing consumer goods, for housing and for satisfying other 
socio-cultural needs. 1955, the capital investments 
industry producing consumer goods and agriculture 
will double the 1953 investments.” 


Like Hungarian leaders Nagy and Rakosi, Gheorghiu- 
Dej explained present shortcomings the fact that too 


emphasis had been placed the development 


heavy industry the detriment agriculture and light 


The Prime Minister also said that not enough 


attention was paid individual farms, which yield per- 


farms were given State support they were not given enough 
help the matter “developing publicly-owned prop- 
said that the future more aid will 
given individual working peasants: “The State will 
help small and middle peasant households with tractors 
and other agricultural machinery, will provide cheap credit 
... help them acquire chemical fertilizers, building ma- 
terials, encourage stock breeding and the 
technical crops. Prices for some trade-exchange goods will 


Political 


reduced.” pointed out, however, that “unflagging 
attention must paid strengthening collective farms 
and the development new ones.” The main task 
the Party, concluded, “is consolidate the alliance 
the working class and the working peasantry—the basis 
the people’s democratic system.” 


Collective Leadership 


Ever since July when the Hungarian regime revised its 
domestic policy for the alleged purpose raising the 
nation’s living standard, the Party press has harped the 
theme collective leadership. The reasons for this em- 
phasis group decision-making and control are relatively 
obvious: the July changes revealed that popular disaffec- 
tion was seriously hindering economic planning, that the 
people lacked confidence the Party and Party organiza- 
tions. The Communists now attribute many shortcomings 
local despot:sm, official indifference worker needs and 
violations the principle “democratic centralism.” 
Thus, the present stress greater discipline, more self- 
criticism and collective action must considered at- 
tempt make Party organizations better instruments 
top Party organs, and the same time more palatable 
the masses. 

Writing the September issue the Cominform 
paper, For Lasting Peace, For People’s Democracy, 
Politburo member Lajos Acs insisted that collective leader- 
ship was prerequisite for realization the Party’s new 
policy. Acs complained that most Party organizations 
one-man leadership had been substituted for collective 
leadership and had given rise “cult personality” and 
lack criticism and self-criticism. This, Acs said, had 
weakened the bonds between the Party and the masses and 
had made extremely difficult for the Party leadership 
disclose and rectify good time mistakes made economic 
policy. One-man leadership had als~ led other mistakes: 
leading Party organs were underesumated; one-sided deci- 
sions were adopted; Party committees were isolated from 
the working masses; and efficient workers were not pro- 
moted when they should have been. 

Acs insisted that this unsatisfactory state affairs must 
remedied and that the Party’s Central Committee must 
discuss all important questions collectively and detail. 
All Party committees must responsible for implement- 
ing Party policy their respective areas, and every Party 
bureau must supervise the daily work Party organiza- 
tions, being careful not usurp the functions these 
organizations. And finally, the level Party meetings 
must raised that they become vital “link with 
the masses.” Collective leadership, Acs said, “facilitates the 
development the initiative and creative energies 
cadres, ensures elaboration correct decisions, improves 
the activity Party members and the working masses, 
guarantees the broad development rank and file criti- 
cism, and furthers the opportunities Party organizations 
creatively apply the victorious revolutionary teach- 
ings Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin.” 
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Local Despotism 


Editorials denouncing one-man rule and the tyrannical 
practices local Party organizations appeared constantly 
the August press. Szabad Nep (Budapest), August 
complained that too often decisions are made solely the 
Party secretary, who suppresses other members the Party 
organization: “For instance, the Vas County Party Com- 
mittee, was the stenographer who made the final deci- 
sions according lengthy summary the secretary, who 
ignored the protests other committee members well 
the committee’s right accept, alter reject decisions.” 

August 19, Szabad Nep lashed out Party leaders 
Pocspetri, claiming that there was village organization 
because there were only Communists the district. Not 
only had Party leaders failed recruit new members but 
they had also resorted violence, and ignored both the 
workers’ wishes and the workers’ needs: 


“On two occasions, the Chairman the Executive 
Committee the Pocspetri Local settled difficulties 
simply beating disorderly people. True, the 
people involved were drunken brutes from neighbor- 
ing village who had come Pocspetri without invi- 
tation but, even such cases, the Chairman the 
Executive Committee should not resort violence.” 


Szabad Nep also claimed that neglect the peasants’ 
needs had created atmosphere favorable hostile ele- 
ments who had wormed their way into collectives. 

Heves County functionaries were rebuked the August 
edition Szabad Nep. Denouncing their coarse lan- 
guage and arbitrary action, the newspaper wrote: 


“Several days ago the Chairman the County Council 
called the Chairman the District Committee irre- 
sponsible liar because failed submit report. 
This tone parroted village Party secretaries and 
who use Party members. Coarse language 
and bullying not reflect democratic attitude 
but reveal conceit and despotism. Many Heves County 
officials not only use such language but act coarsely and 
employees was unjustly removed from his job. They 
claimed that had served the Horthy Army. This 
was true, but was not officer and was only mem- 
ber the military band.” 


August 26, Szabad Nep published article 
buro member Rudolf Foeldvari violations collective 
the Budapest Party Committee. striking 
example Communist self-criticism, which seems 
the current rage with Party leaders, Foeldvari said that he, 
himself, was primarily blame for the unhealthy relation- 
ship existing between the Party Committee and the Party 
machinery. the Secretary the Party Committee, 
said, had greater responsibilities than the other members 
but greater rights. Foeldvari also admitted that cri- 
ticism within the Committee was not frank and that 
ideological work was poor. Because this, “bourgeois 
ideas” had penetrated educational, cultural and scientific 


organs. eliminate these shortcomings the Committee 
adopted the following resolution: 


“The June resolutions our Central leader- 
ship demand that Party work performed and organ- 
ized new fashion order strengthen the political 
and structural unity our Party and bring about the 
restoration internal Party democracy, that our 
Party again closely linked with the Hungarian working 
class, the peasantry and the intelligentsia—with our en- 
tire population.” 


Despite the intensity this campaign, doubtful that 
the people’s “faith will restored” this display 


criticism and self-criticism. 


Best 
While there also discernible emphasis collective 


leadership Czechoslovakia the Government has, the 
same time, embarked slow but systematic buildup 
Malenkov. The Russian Premier’s recent address the 


Supreme Soviet has been the main fount the Malenkov 


cult. The regime printed more than half million copies 


the speech and had translated into every language 
spoken the country. Furthermore the Party has issued 
orders that the speech read, analyzed and praised 
constantly, not only factory workers during their lunch 
hours, but also school children and everyone else when- 
ever the occasion permits. Newspapers and lecturers have 
begun refer the address “The Speech”—implying 
that unique phenomenon history. Typical the 
propaganda which has appeared the press was edi- 
torial the August edition Svoboda (Prague) 
bacteriologist Ivan Malek, who declared: who our 
scientific work help pave the way for greater and greater 
development our production and culture, we, too, must 
think Comrade Malenkov’s speech over thoroughly, that 
can aim our research plans the proper direction.” 
For its less intellectual readers, Svoboda contained the 

following filler printed bold type: 

“One meets acquaintance the street. 

you listen?’ 

did, and also read it, carefully!’ 

and what you say?’ 

“*Malenkov Stalin’s best disciple. indeed fine 

that was chosen the Comrades. Every one his 


words gives strength—strength work well 


This buildup does not any way limit the plethora 
collective leadership formulas which have become the basis 
all Party criticism and self-criticism exercises. charac- 


teristic editorial the subject appeared the August 


edition Rude Pravo. The newspaper declared that every 
deviation from collective leadership leads error and that 


the future any violations this principle will severely 


punished. Citing the following case typical the situa- 
tion most Party organizations, the newspaper wrote: 
Precisely because the District Party Committee 
Gottwaldov weakened the principle collectivity its 
decisions, Alois Svoboda, Vice-Chairman the National 
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Victory 


Magyar Nemzet (Budapest) September 

“The West-German parliamentary elections were 
striking example the unrestrained manner which 
Washington uses all manner violence and bribery for 
the purpose imposing its will other nations. Two 
factors influenced the outcome the West German elec- 
tions: the fraudulent electoral law directed against the 
patriotic parties advocating all-German agreement 
[and] the open and secret terror exerted during the 
elections. Under these circumstances, West Germany 
has elected parliament which worse and more im- 
moral than the previous one.” 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), September “on-the-spot 
report” from Berlin: 


“In major cities, the [Western] occupation authorities 
ordered troops armed the hilt all poll booths. The 
Bonn Police Ministry mobilized 100,000 members the 
police force and task force Fascist spies terrorize 
the voters. Fascist hirelings cast false ballots pre- 
vent the election Max Reimann. The Catholic 
Church also exerted pressure. several 
priests led the people the polls after the Sunday mass 
and made them vote for party.” 


Munca (Bucharest) September 


“Adenauer set before and during the elections 
regime police terror. Over one hundred thousand 
policemen and Fascist hooligans assailed and wounded 
German patriots attending meetings favor peace 
and unification. Everybody knows that the USA 
contributed six million dollars Adenauer’s election. 
The Americans pinned all their hopes Adenauer, 
knowing that his return was the only way secure 
the inclusion West Germany the Atlantic War 
Pact. The Bonn Chancellor has become the great hope 
leading American circles for hastening the remilitari- 
zation West Germany.” 


Rude Pravo (Prague) September 


Shortly before the election, American Secretary 
State Dulles threatened the German people that ‘the 
United States would not accept without opposition 
change West German foreign policy,’ caused Aden- 
auer’s defeat, and that [such change] would lead 
toughening the Occupation. The American imperial- 
the entire American policy creating aggressive mili- 
tary alliances Europe, [of maintaining] the mercenary 
European Army, and [of continuing] the cold war, are 
depending Adenauer’s clique. For this reason, un- 
bridled terror was unleashed against all parties fighting 
against the remilitarization Germany and for peaceful 
unification. Adenauer and his American protectors 
gave good demonstration what they understand 
‘free elections.’ There was freedom those elections— 
but [only] for Hitlerite Generals, war criminals and 
prominent Fascists.” 


City Plan 


Szpilki, (Warsaw) August 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) September 10: 


“On September more than one hundred thousand 
policemen were alerted ‘secure orderly elections’ and 
more than four million ‘volunteers’ were ready help 
the police. Using the Adenauer ‘election law,’ the 
commissions declared 926,497 votes invalid. Many 
cases voting with false cards were noticed. The 
patriotic forces West Germany are profoundly dis- 
gusted the unprecedented violation democratic 
rights committed the Adenauer regime and his Amer- 
ican masters.” 


Radio Warsaw, September 


“After his victory, Chancellor Adenauer stated from 
the car the Americans offered him that now there not 
much point thinking German unification, that one 
should think the liberation the East, and that his 
victory, the victory the police baton, the baptismal 
font and the American dollar, would realize the ideals 
the European community. 

“We know very well what the liberation the East, 
this promised European unity, or, Hitler used say, 
Neues Europe, be. know about and 
the nations once occupied the Nazis; the sincerely 
patriotic, sober-thinking part the German nation 
knows about too. Bombs thrown our towns, con- 
centration camps and gas chambers have taught all 
this truth. 
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Committee, was able become so-called strong 
personality the bureau the Party’s District Commit- 
alone made decisions matters principle, 
grossly violating Party discipline and inner-Party democ- 
membership meetings are permitted decide only sec- 
ondary matters, while all important matters are decided 


Social Democratic Deviations 


One the dangers lack collectivity appears 
the growth “Social Democratic deviationism.” Not only 
does one man frequently gain control Party group, but 
often acts contrary Party orders. Such fractionalism 
has been condemned Ostrava, Pilsen and Kosice, well 
elsewhere the According Pravda (Bratis- 
lava), August Social Democracy one the most 
“treacherous embodiments bourgeois ideology because 
takes upon itself the workers’ garb and soaked through- 
out the petty-bourgeois thinking those who betrayed 
their own working class.” This was allegedly demonstrated 
Social Democratic deviation the time the currency 
reform and continues manifested present attempts 
prevent the Party “from shaping itself accordance 
with the new Party 


“Basic organizations often act they were fully in- 
dependent their decisions. [In many districts] 
basic organizations ignore all decisions higher Party 
organs. They not even discuss such important 
Central Committee resolutions the proclamation 
this year’s harvest. They organize work ‘their own 
way’ and insist that their mistaken and conservative 
views are identical with the interests the community. 
They not accept the Party’s policies their own 
and soon find themselves ideological difficulties. 
The Party will deal resolutely with those who, instead 
complying with important decisions, have spread hostile 
views, incited other Party members not follow deci- 
sions higher Party organs, and have attempted 
break the unity the Party such fractionalist activi- 
ties.” 


Platitudinous Talks 


Complaints about poor Party activity also appeared 
recent issues the Polish press. August Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw) condemned the low ideological level 
Party lectures and the inappropriate selection speakers. 
The newspaper claimed, for instance, that one basic 
Party organization lecture the 70th anniversary 
Marx’ death was studded with “platitudes, nonsense, de- 
viations and vulgarisms.” lectures are dry and 
abstract and fail arouse interest. Furthermore, certain 
Party committees lecturers are supplied with ready-made 
speeches: “This system wrong. The lecturer who has not 
prepared his own speech incapable conducting dis- 
cussion the problems has presented.” Trybuna Ludu 
also noted that cadres lecturers often include “improper 
elements”: “The fact that man who had been expelled 
from the Party [was listed lecturer one area] proof 
the indifference lecturers’ political qualifications.” 


The indifferent work methods Party organizations was 


the subject other press complaints. 
(Warsaw), August 26, attacked Communists the Gdansk 
area for failing recruit Party candidates from among 
workers the region and for neglecting workers’ needs, 
For example, the Party group Gdansk harbor has ignored 
the “decisive role played loaders,” and many brigades 
there isn’t even one Party member: 


“Many the newly-employed workers Wolna Strefa 
are bitter because they have been assigned poor jobs 
and because they are neglected brigade leaders and 
the management. Sometimes brigade leaders submit re- 
ports stating that worker has been absent from work 
when actually did come work. Often, without good 
reason, workers are transferred from one section work 
work discipline. the past five months, almost per- 
cent absenteeism the area] took place Wolna 
Strefa.” 


The situation apparently not much better other 


areas, where Party membership also low and discipline 
equally poor. Trybuna Ludu concluded from this that 
basic Party organizations have failed follow instructions 
higher Party organs show them proper respect— 


that is, they have violated the principles 


centralism and, presumably, collective leadership well. 


Delinquent Press 


The press has also come under attack recent weeks for 
failing convince readers the “justness” Communist 
policy. long article this subject, the monthly Nowe 
Drogi (Warsaw), July, pointed out that the main task 
newspapers “substantiate the practical activities our 
Party and Government manner which correct and 
efficient, and present them from the perspective the 
goals toward which strive.” Getting down particu- 
lars, Nowe Drogi rebuked the Workers Press Agency for 
not commenting properly January decree concerning 
increase wages. should pointed out that this in- 
crease was accompanied considerably greater increase 
the prices consumer goods. Nowe Drogi said that 
the Workers Press Agency also commits many theoretical 
errors. For instance, some articles, the Agency “did not 
distinguish between working peasants and kulaks and 
described them one concept the village. This inter- 
pretation the village—kulaks and working peasants 
whole—was highly dangerous and played into the 
hands kulak agitation which maintained that the decree 
was directed against the entire community.” 

Nowe Drogi also had serious complaints about the Trade 
Union daily, Glos Pracy. seems that the latter does not 
“explain, discuss argue points” but limits itself mere 
narration. addition, Glos Pracy guilty superficiality 
its treatment work competitions: paper does not 
acquaint its readers with the purpose work competitions, 
does not systematically explain their political essence, and 
does not connect them with the domestic and international 
situation, with the goals Socialist construction.” 
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Glos Pracy has also failed explain adequately the 
“advantages the piece-work system.” That is, the news- 
paper has not described the difference between Communist 
piece-work and capitalist piece-work, has not explained 
that while America piece-work for “the benefit 
capitalists,” Communist country “fulfills the Socialist 
principle rewarding each according his work, and 
benefits the workers.” 

Since most Polish workers know that the surplus 
Polish production goes Moscow, and that enormous 
amounts money are spent Communist undertakings 
and the upkeep huge number Party agitators and 
bureaucrats, this rather difficult task for the newspaper 
fulfill. 

Another fault attributed Glos Pracy that fails 
“deal broadly with false imperialist with the 
legend the exceptional character American capitalism, 
American equality, and the alleged prosperity the 
American working class. [It fails deal with these legends] 
well with similar lies spread such organizations 
WRN [name the underground Polish Socialist Movement 
during the Occupation]. 

Dealing with the press general, Nowe Drogi said that 
many publications and periodicals contain considerable 
number ideological errors well “foreign and even 
hostile views.” The length which the press expected 
distorting truth for the sake whitewashing Com- 
munism amply illustrated the following criticism 
theory bureaucracy: 


“In spite what Zulawski maintains his reviews 
Osmanczyk’s book, published Zycie Warszawy, that 
the danger bureaucracy derives from planned econ- 
omy, should stated that this phenomenon 
expression bourgeois way thinking, that most 
alien the masses and our system, and that its source 
lies breaking away from the needs the masses, 
alienation from the masses, and escape from the 
masses heartless way administration.” 


Congress 


Shortly after the end the Bucharest Youth Festival, 
the Warsaw regime staged the Third World Congress 
Students. Like the Festival, the Congress, held between 
August and September was sounding board for 
Kremlin propaganda. The main theme, iterated and rei- 
iterated the various speakers, was Moscow’s “peaceful 
and constructive policy” contrasted with the “anti- 
human, warmongering program the imperialist West.” 
the same time, emphasis was placed the “Communist 
belief the possibilities peaceful coexistence.” Accord- 
ing Bernard Bereanu, Chairman the International 
Students’ Association, the purpose the Congress was 
unite students and try obtain information necessary 
for the betterment educational conditions, the preserva- 
tion peace and the strengthening understanding among 
students all over the world. However, the speeches the 
Congress were designed promote only the Communist 
type understanding. For instance, Secretary the As- 


Political 


sociation, Giovanni Berlinguer, issued the following state- 
ment: 


“Expenditures armaments race reduce, first 
all, the amount money spent education: 
money spent building six B-36 bombers would 
enough cover scholarships for all the students Den- 
mark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland. Cultural exchanges 
are affected the cold war. Visas for scientists and peda- 
gogues are not granted, and the organization inter- 
national congresses doctors and physicists not 
permitted. Attempts are made divide the world 
culturally geographical boundaries.” 


Berlinguer then emphasized his “firm belief interna- 
tional cooperation”: reject most emphatically the 
thought that war unavoidable, and insist that there 
possibility for peaceful coexistence between various political, 
economic and social systems, and that [necessary] 
solve conflicts means political action negotiation.” 

Almost all the other speakers the Congress, particu- 
larly those from colonial countries, followed the same line 
approach, highlighting the “disadvantages Western 
imperialism.” Negro delegate from the Gold Coast spoke 
about the difficult conditions under which his fellow stu- 
dents must study and live. Japenese delegate made similar 
claims and declared that his country was being made part 
America’s war plans for the Far East. delegate from 
Burma declared: think with sadness educational con- 
ditions country. Although Burma theoretically 
independent state, [actually] dependent the and 
England. Sixty-five percent the people are illiterate; 
percent all children have opportunity study due 
the shortage schools and teachers. the same time, over 
percent the national budget spent defense.” 
like fashion, Pakistan delegate said that while percent 
the State Budget spent rearmament, only one per- 
cent spent education. 

Providing contrast conditions colonial countries, 
Chinese delegate reported the “achievements” 
students “People’s China, where the Government 
deeply concerned with education.” 

The Polish press and radio also pointed out the differ- 
ence between Communism and capitalism. August 
Radio Warsaw, reading special feuilleton composed for 
the occasion, said: “Czechoslovak students presented the stu- 
dents India with ambulance while the University 
California offered the University Havana sample 
the first atomic bomb. frightening world when 
young people send each other such gifts.” 

And the newspaper Glos (Warsaw), August 27, 
declared: “World youth has expressed its support the 
great cause peace the hope that the huge sums 
money, which are presently being spent armaments 
many European and American countries, will used for 
the development schools and the improvement stu- 
dents’ living conditions, and that science will given the 
chance develop freely the service mankind, 
instead being used for the purposes destruction.” 


Trials 
Poland: 


The largest anti-Catholic trial take place Com- 
munist Poland began September Warsaw 
military court, where Bishop Czeslaw Kaczmarek Kielce, 
three priests and nun were indicted for spying for the 
and the Vatican. Kaczmarek was accused establish- 
ing contacts with Ambassador Arthur Bliss Lane 
1945 and agreeing organize espionage network and 
supply the American Secret Service, through the Vati- 
can, with information concerning all aspects Polish life. 
Kaczmarek was also accused recommending support 
the Nazis during the occupation. The other defendants, 
Sister Waleria Niklewska, and Fathers Jan Danilewicz, 
Jozef Dabrowski and Wladyslaw Widlak, allegedly worked 
closely with him. 

According September broadcast Radio War- 
saw, the defendants “did not hesitate abuse religion and 
transgress the privacy confession order obtain and 
transmit the information they needed.” The Communists 
claimed that this information was collected through Bishops 
the various dioceses and that the Episcopate had agreed 
this plan action. was also maintained that Kacz- 
marek and the other defendants worked league with 
“reactionary members the Greek Orthodox clergy, mem- 
bers Ukrainian nationalist bands and with Radio Free 
Europe, which received their information and used 
slanderous broadcasts.” Furthermore, Kaczmarek was ac- 
cused storing firearms, grenades and radio transmitter 
the premises the theological seminary and the Kielce 
Cathedral: 


“Particular attention was paid this [anti-State 
center] youth, whom they tried bring and 
cate spirit hostility People’s Poland. Using 
churches and various church-inspired organizations, the 
accused tried keep youth ignorance and prevent 
young people from participating Communist social 
and cultural life. constant struggle was waged against 
ZMP Youth Association] for this purpose, and 
attempts were made prevent the organization ZMP 
circles.” 


September 22, the court sentenced Kaczmarek 
twelve years prison, Rev. Danilewicz ten years, Rev. 
Jozef Dabrowski nine years and Rev. Widlak, former 
official the Kielce seminary, six years. Sister Waleria 
Niklewska received five year sentence but was sus- 
pended and she was released. 


Czechoslovakia: 


June 29, the Czechoslovak regime summoned 300 
teachers, school administrators and members various 
organizations Olomouc attend the trial high school 
teacher Julius Enders, who was charged with sabotaging 


education, agitating against the Republic and spreading 
disturbing rumors. The Communist press announced that 
the trial would great importance all spectators, 
who would see the results “bourgeois objectivism edu- 
cation.” From report the trial, published Ucitelske 
Noviny (Teacher’s Journal), August 12, appears that 
Enders exhibited great courage his testimony the 
court. Expressing his hatred the regime, said: “In 
opinion the atom bomb humane weapon because 
better than being beaten death.” 

The prosecution claimed that Enders committed sabo- 
tage rejecting new Communist textbooks and Com- 
munist educational plans. letter Karl Svoboda, 
professor Prague’s Charles University, Enders was ac- 
cused saying that Communist textbooks, particularly 
those history, “were filled with indigestible tales some 
kind exploitation.” 


“Dr. Enders told his pupils that [Communist] text- 
books are rubbish and that intended teach 
them the same way himself had been 
also distorted teachings the origin the universe. 
told his pupils that the evolutionary theory the 
origin the universe was incorrect and influenced 
them believe supernatural forces and miracles.” 


The Journal then accused Enders “crippling 
young people’s confidence their own power spreading 
religious superstitions and making them dependent non- 
existent supernatural beings.” proof this, the Journal 
quoted another letter Enders which dealt with his lec- 
tures the Film University Rymarov: “Now and then,” 
wrote, give lectures the origin the universe, 
mankind, life, etc. certainly not need tell you that 
myself, not believe what say. And have not yet 
succeeded convincing anyone else.” 

Enders was also attacked for his pro-American sympa- 
thies. The Teacher’s Journal declared that was strongly 
influenced foreign broadcasts and that his remark about 
the atom bomb was “result American propaganda and 
the [broadcasts of] the disgusting mercenaries so-called 
‘Free Europe’ who attempt justify the use atomic 
weapons case war.” The Journal said that another 
letter Svoboda, Enders wrote: “Should desire war? 
almost think should, least from the national point 
view.” 

The Journal concluded that all Enders’ letters were 
filled with his contempt for the “People’s Democratic 
the Soviet Union, and the World Peace Movement, and 
with offenses against the working people and their repre- 
sentatives. Or, other cases, ridicules the sufferings 
the Korean people, clearly states his sympathies for the 
American way life, and abuses village teachers who assist 
[collectivization.]” 

There was report the sentence given Enders. 
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Economic Section 


Food, Fodder and Farmers 


AGRICULTURAL POLICY CHANGES 


Perhaps the keynote the new Communist line the 
Satellites was contained the Khrushchev speech the 
Central Committee the Communist Party the Soviet 
Union September 


“At the present stage the most urgent and paramount 
national task is, while continuing develop heavy in- 
dustry every way, achieve sharp upsurge all 
branches agriculture and increase greatly, the 
next two three years, the supply foodstuffs the 
entire population our country—and insure the 
same time higher level material welfare the en- 
tire mass the collective farm economy.” 


The language and tone, well the pace, varied from 
Satellite Satellite, but everywhere Communist attempts 
deal with their captive peoples emphasized economic 
concessions. There were reductions taxes and quota de- 
liveries, permission for peasants leave kolkhozes, lower 
prices, promises increased allocation funds light 
industry, housing and agriculture, loans small farmers 
and handicraftsmen, restrictions individual initiative and 


the profit motive were slightly tempered, and for the first 


time long time there were reports Soviet and Satel- 


lite purchases consumer goods abroad. long term 


aims were abrogated relinquished. The chief goals 
Communist economic planning—heavy industrialization 
but they had been tempo- 
rarily down await more propitious circumstances. 


HUNGARY 


August 1953 Szabad Fold Budapest agricul- 
tural weekly) reported reduction the fees payable 
State agricultural machine stations: 


all kolkhoz members and independent farmers who 
pay the whole part the fee (in kind) advance 
the machine station. The fee for field work will 
reduced follows: for semi-deep ploughing 
centimeters land, the fee for kolkhozes will re- 
forints; for independent farmers the fee will 
kilos wheat 106 forints instead kilos 161 
forints. The fees for all other field work will reduced 
proportionately.” 


The August 1953 decree the Hungarian Council 
Ministers (see September issue, page 23) had cancelled 
all tax arrears for kolkhoz members and half the tax ar- 
rears independent farmers, they had paid their 1953 
taxes punctually. August 25, Szabad Nep (Budapest) 
reported that all peasants would receive percent reduc- 
tion income tax (for 1953). 


Delivery Quota Reductions 


Szabad Nep announced further concessions August 
30. declared its editorial: 


“According the August decree the Council 
Ministers, all independent farmers who have fulfilled 
their bread grain and fodder deliveries for 1953 will 
granted percent reduction their sugar beet, corn, 
sunflower, and potato delivery quota for 1953.” 


All delivery quotas for kolkhozes had already been re- 
duced June 1953. These included reductions the 
quotas animal products, well all agricultural 
commodities. the occasion this new concession 
Szabad Nep stated: 


“The new measure taken the interest the autumn 
deliveries and the freeing the market [free market 
facilities had been granted those peasants having ful- 
filled their quota requirements] are only part the 
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numerous and important steps taken the course 
our government program. The cancellation last year’s 
delivery arrears, the aid given kolkhozes, the assistance 
through machine stations, the expansion fertilizing 
aid individual farmers are all measures great im- 
portance, taken raise the villagers’ living standards, 
increase agricultural production and thus the food 
supply workers.” 


Although the Hungarian government showed definite 
determination increase agricultural production all 
costs, there was sign completely relinquishing its 
campaign against independent farmers favor the 
kolkhoz. Szabad Nep continued: 


“Our party organizations must pay special attention 
the work our kolkhozes. Besides being able and 
having increase the output the individual farm- 
ers, the State’s large scale help and cooperation gives the 
kolkhozes every possibility for far greater grain harvest 
next year than the individual farmers can have— 
thus the kolkhoz members will have even more grain 
than this year.” 


Kolkhoz Labor Supply 


Concessions continued into September. the ninth 
last month, Magyar Nemzet (Budapest) reported: 


“In the interest assuring sufficient manpower for 
the kolkhozes, and further the development and pros- 
perity kolkhoz farming, the Council Ministers has 
adopted resolution concerning the return kolkhoz 
members now employed industry. The Council 
Ministers hereby orders the directors all industrial 
plants with the exception coal, iron ore, and 
bauxite mines, metallurgy, and food industry enterprises 
engaged seasonal work permit, the written 
request the kolkhoz management, the voluntary re- 
turn all former kolkhoz members, who left the kolkhoz 
during the past two years seek unskilled positions 
industry. 

“The Council Ministers proposes that the kolkhozes 
grant the returning members 100 kilograms bread 
grain advance payment, and from then onwards un- 
til July 1954, payment will made according the 
work units accomplished monthly—one and one-half 
kilograms bread grain (wheat) and forints, ad- 
vance, for each required work unit. justified cases, 
the kolkhozes may receive bread grain loans from the 
central warehouses order supply their members re- 
turning from industry. order assure advance 
payments returning members, the Council Minis- 
ters hereby grants million forints credit kolk- 


This new decree was without doubt the most outstand- 
ing indication reorientation Hungarian internal eco- 
nomic policy. Thus far, all the concessions had been di- 
rected toward temporary increase agricultural produc- 
tion order bolster food production. The September 
announcement, however, showed one reversal Com- 
munist long-range planning: the transfer workers from 
industry and agriculture. This would have dual effect: 


increase agricultural production and decrease 


the number non-food producing consumers. the 


same time would result decreased industrial produc- 
tion favor agriculture. 

further aspect this new decree that effect 
contradicts Nagy’s promise strengthen the private sec- 
tor the economy. possible that the kolkhoz la- 
bor resources were greatly depleted his July 
nouncements that was necessary add farm labor, 


Incentives 


resolution adopted the Council Ministers and 
designed increase delivery prices agricultural products 
furnished the Government under contract (“voluntary” 
supplements the compulsory deliveries) was published 
Szabad Nep, September 11, calling for increase 
prices paid producers (in forints) follows: 


Commodity Unit Old Price New Price 
tobacco metric quintal 290 500 
paprika seeds 2,900 8,000 
tomato seeds 3,000 8,000 
flax 61.5 150 


Sugar beet and cotton growers were promised rewards 
and other privileges. usually the case, kolkhozes 
were promised greater support than individual farmers. 
the basis this decree, they are receive one-half 
two hold* for free cultivation for every hold’s contract 
production, depending the importance the plants 
grown the one hold. Contractors will, the future, 
continue receive interest-free loans for sowing seed and 
fertilizer from the enterprises which order the production. 
addition, this decree stated that: “Obligations under 
contract not met and unpaid forfeits will cancelled. 
Proceedings against farmers for failure meet obligations 
will suspended.” Szabad Nep stated that this new de- 
cree signifies 180 200 million forints more income 
for producers. will raise the prices those products 
which the farmer did not like grow because found 
the price too low. 

Further price increases were announced September 
Radio Kossuth: 


“In accordance with the resolution adopted the 
Council Ministers, hog breeding contract basis 
will begin again. Independent farmers and kolkhozes 
can sign the contracts between September 1953 and Janu- 
ary For pigs having minimum weight 126 
kilograms, and delivered the set deadline, forints 
per kilogram will paid. addition this, special 
prices will paid for pigs exceptional weight; 20.50 
forints per live kilogram for pigs weighing 126 140 
kilograms; and 28.50 forints per live kilogram for those 


0a 


According this resolution, the State will pay farmers 
producing contract 200 300 percent more for lard 
and pork. While the contract system has thus far proved 


hectare 1.74 cadastral acres (hold). 


failure, another sign that the regime desperately 
employing additional methods increasing agricultural 
production and food supplies. 


New Collection System 


or, its September editorial, Szabad Nep announced 
Hungary’s new crop and livestock collection system, 
into effect Janaury 1954. According this article, 
the new system will reduce delivery quotas and “will es- 
cts tablish delivery quotas several years advance, that 
the rural population may plan and work security.” 
The new system has been designed decide the delivery 
quotas for produce, cattle, pigs, poultry, eggs, cheese, and 
wine three years advance. The delivery quotas for pro- 
duce, livestock and animal products are established 
according the combined area cultivated land and pas- 
tures, while the delivery quota for wine will established 
according the area the vineyards. Henceforth, vine- 
yards, orchards, and gardens will completely exempt 
from delivery obligations for produce, livestock and animal 
products. Delivery quotas will reduced follows: 
for produce 
from kolkhozes (15 25%) 
from independent farms (15%) 
from State reserve lands (30%) 
ract for livestock and animal products 
ants from kolkhozes (20 
ure, from independent farms (15%) 
and from State reserve lands (50%) 
for wine 
nder 
from kolkhozes (25 50%) 
from independent farms (25%) 
F e- 
Further concessions granted were: additional per- 
reduction delivery quotas for newly-formed kolk- 
hozes; additional percent reduction for animal 
produce and livestock delivery quotas from State reserve 
exemption leased State reserve lands from 
milk deliveries; exemption 1953 and 1954 income tax 
payment for income from State reserve lands under con- 
tract for five-year period, while further income tax con- 
cessions percent will granted 1955; independent 
farmers who have three children younger than will 
granted percent reduction meat deliveries and will 
exempted they have four; independent farmers are 
only required make milk deliveries for one cow, re- 
gardless the number cows they own; milk delivery 
140 quotas for kolkhoz members’ private plots are abolished; 
ose kolkhozes with adequate livestock will henceforth given 
the choice fodder they wish deliver the State. 
There doubt that this decree carried out the 
letter the law, and not watered down through Com- 
munist manipulation, amendment and revision, will 


long way toward improving the agricultural situation 
Hungary. 


Economic 


Kolkhoz Debts Cancelled 


Additional concessions kolkhozes were announced, 
according Szabad Nep, the third Conference the 
Kolkhoz and Agricultural Machine Workers. this oc- 
casion, was stated that total 200 million forints 
debt, owed the State the kolkhozes, would can- 
celled. This consisted all short term debts due 1953, 
with the exception contractual credits for plant produc- 
tion and animal fattening. Included this provision was 
stipulation that members leaving kolkhozes must repay 
their share the credit cancelled this year. This is, 
course, another positive indication that the Government 
doing everything its power discourage members from 
leaving kolkhozes. 

was also announced that kolkhoz members who have 
financial difficulties, through fault their own (such 
through acts God over-investment) can now apply 
for medium sized loans order raise their share 
work units required. One hundred million forints has been 
placed the disposal the Minister Agriculture for this 

The Government also suspended payment long and 
medium-term credits made kolkhoz members and due 
1954 and 1955, for another two years—that is, until Janu- 
ary 1956. Other provisions included: setting 
million forint credit aid kolkhozes which cannot pay 
for their animals equipment; henceforth kolkhozes may 
sell, the free market, all livestock excess the aver- 
age density that county—in cases where the number 
animals held below the average their district, they 
are permitted sell two-thirds their animal increase; 
kolkhoz members who have fulfilled their minimum obliga- 
tory work norms, beginning January 1954, will receive 
loan for building small home—a credit million 
forints will appropriated for this purpose; effective 
January 1954, kolkhozes will exempt from paying 
taxes for wheat fields State reserve lands cultivated 
the kolkhoz. 

was also declared that, “before establishing livestock 
and animal product delivery quotas for kolkhozes, the 
Minister Crop Collection should investigate and find 
out which kolkhozes have been over-burdened excessive 
delivery obligations, and order appropriate reduction 

deliveries such kolkhozes. These corrections shall 
completed October 1953.” 


Conclusions 


the basis the resolutions and decrees recently is- 
sued Hungary, can assumed that the structure 
the kolkhozes will temporarily changed. Greater em- 
phasis will placed the household plots, which will 
expected grow improved variety crops. 

For the overall aims this temporary policy—they are 
the same throughout the Russian orbit—one need only 
quote from Premier Malenkov’s August speech: 


“We are faced with very great tasks for the develop- 


’ 
>, 
la- 


apply ourselves our common task—the further devel- 
opment agriculture—and not spare for this 
our strength and means, then the task producing 
during the next two three years abundance 
food for the population and raw materials for our light 
industry will successfully accomplished.” 


ROMANIA 


conformity with the general pattern, the Romanian 
government announced several concessions farmers and 
taxpayers. Among these were the following: 


(1) Cancellation arrears for 1952 all agricultural 
commodities delivered under compulsory quotas. 
The crops affected include wheat, sunflowers, potatoes, 
onions, beans, fodder, hay, etc. This regulation applies 
all independent farming peasants well kolkhozes. 


(2) The following tax exemptions and concessions (re- 
troactive Jan. 1953) were made independent farm- 
ing peasants, peasant associations, and kolkhozes: 


(a) Exemptions and reductions taxes for independ- 
ent farmers who have large families, families whose 
heads are invalids old persons; exemptions granted 
independent farmers whose sons are military serv- 
ice, underground work the mining industry. 


(b) Exemptions granted kolkhozes revenue 
used for farm development. 


(c) Exemptions granted kolkhozes, peasant associa- 
tions and independent farmers alike—on revenues de- 
rived during the first two years from young plantations 
and orchards; taxes and norms reduced revenues ob- 
tained from beehives and sheep breeding (fine wool 
sheep) 


(d) Norms reduced percent according 
the crop delivered (grains not included) for those inde- 
pendent farmers, peasant associations, and kolkhozes 
who have fulfilled compulsory delivery quotas. 


Peasant associations and kolkhozes exempted 
from income tax revenues obtained from deliveries 
the State the entire crop areas cultivated with 
sugar-beet root, fodder-beet seeds, linseed, flax, hemp, 
soya beans, autumn spring rape, ricin, tobacco, 
broom, medicinal plants, poppies, mustard, and red 
peppers. 


Independent farmers and kolkhozes are exempted 
from agricultural taxes and income taxes revenues ob- 
tained from sales State organiztaions the entire crop 
lucerne seeds, trefoil and Sudan grass. 


(g) Independent farmers are exempted from agricul- 
tural taxes, while kolkhozes were exempted from income 
taxes revenues obtained from silkworm production. 


(h) revenues obtained from some agricultural 
products, where the average yields per hectare are 
excess the prescribed norms, koikhozes and peasant 
associations are exempted from income taxes rev- 
enues from their sale. The products affected included 


wheat, corn, oats, barley, cotton, sunflower, sugar beet, 
and potatoes. 


(i) New kolkhozes are exempted from income taxes 
for the first two years revenues derived from cattle 
breeding. 


(j) Income taxes revenues derived kolkhozes 
and peasant associations from sales agricultural prod- 
ucts and livestock, are reduced percent sales were 
made cooperative organizations, percent sold 
the free market. 


(k) Taxes for use public markets are reduced 
follows: percent for those kolkhozes and peasant 
associations who sell their own agricultural production; 
percent for private farmers who sell their own agri- 
cultural production. 


(1) Agricultural taxes and income taxes revenues 
received from agricultural production persons renting 
land from people’s councils abolished, provided that the 
area cultivated does not exceed 0.25 hectares. 


(m) Taxes collective farm revenues reduced per- 
cent for all collective farms which keep accurate books, 
and submit their required reports regularly the Gov- 
ernment. 


(3) Water taxes for all persons were reduced average 
percent. was estimated that this concession would 
save the people approximately 41,417,000 


explaining the above concessions, the Council Min- 
isters the Romanian People’s Republic declared that 
they had decided institute these measures after examin- 
ing the critical situation which all farmers, collectives, 
and agricultural associations had found themselves, owing 
the disastrous 1952 harvest. This the first step the 
Romanian government has taken toward fulfilling any 
the pledges Gheorghiu-Dej made his August speech. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


the midst the bulk buying campaign, the Czecho- 
slovak government announced farm-price increase for 
number key commodities sold the State. the 
September Rude Pravo (Prague), Josef Krosnar, Czecho- 
slovak Minister Purchasing, declared: 


“The government measure aims increasing agricul- 
tural production, and raising the living standards 
workers both cities and villages [and expects] 
that the cooperative members and other farmers will react 
the new measure increased effort fulfill their 
duties toward the State.” 


The new prices will substantially increase farmers’ 
profits. Krosnar estimated that “increased prices for bread 
grain and malt barley alone would bring [them] 
increase proceeds more than 297 million koruny.” 
The new prices for meat and milk are paid-for products 
delivered due after September those for grain 
are applied all 1953 harvest deliveries. 

The following table shows the relationship (in koruny) 
between the new prices, the June 1953 prices, and the 
average pre-war prices paid farmers. 


Quality 


average 
average 
malt 
fat 
Grade 


quintal 
quintal 
quintal 
100 liter 
kilo 
kilo 


The significant promises this new measure are that 
independent farming peasants will benefit from equally 
with collective farmers, and that will decrease the relative 
disproportion between quota and premium prices. This 
particularly important because quotas are far more strin- 
gent for private farmers and consequently collectives are 
more apt benefit from premium prices. 


ALBANIA 


the other countries the Russian orbit, last month 
saw several agricultural concessions granted Albania. 
September 1953, Radio Tirana announced: 


“The Council Minister’s the Albanian People’s 
Republic, taking into consideration the fact that the 
wheat stocks for this year have been satisfactorily real- 
ized, decided recently allow the free sale surpluses 
wheat and its byproducts throughout the Republic. 
This law applies individual farming peasants, well 
agricultural cooperatives.” 


Further concessions were announced September 10, 
1953. that time was stated that the Council Min- 
isters collaboration with the Politburo the Albanian 
Communist Party had decreed September that com- 
pulsory quota deliveries for rye had been cut percent, 
while those for maize, wheat and other cereals had been 
cut percent for farmlands the fifth category, and 
abolished completely for lands the sixth category (the 
least fertile farmlands) 


their September 1953 meeting, the Council 
Ministers granted several tax concessions the Albanian 
farmer. was reported that this move was taken “in order 
further agricultural and livestock productivity and 
strengthen the agricultural sector.” The following conces- 
sions were granted: writing off all back income taxes 
for rural agricultural cooperatives, their members, and all 
individual farming peasants not owning team oxen; 
percent reduction back taxes for those private farm- 
ers with team oxen; and percent reduction 
back taxes for all urban agricultural cooperative organiza- 
tions. interesting note that while the Government 
abolished compulsory quota deliveries for certain agricul- 
tural products, and permitted the free sale wheat sur- 
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June 1953 Sept. 1953 


premium 
price for 
deliveries 
exceeding 


premium 
price for 
deliveries 
exceeding 
quota 


price for 
quota 
deliveries 


price for 
quota 
deliveries 


pluses (claiming that productivity was good), the same 
time they abolished and reduced tax arrears order 
“further” agricultural productivity—indicating that pro- 
gram wooing the peasants developing. 


POLAND 


was the long-established custom pre-war Poland, 
the Polish Harvest Festival (dozynki) took place Szczecin 
September conjunction with the Festival, 
“Congress Leading Peasants” was held September 
The principal speech the Festival, delivered Prime 
Minister Bierut, was fundamentally political. The speech 
Deputy Prime Minister Zenon Nowak, delivered the 
Congress the previous day, gave some concrete information 
the harvest (see page 25). Neither speaker gave any 
signs proposed changes agricultural policy for Poland. 
This particularly significant because the -wholesale 
agricultural concessions now taking place every other 
country the Soviet bloc. The only change the ac- 
cepted pattern was the somewhat milder tone taken the 
propaganda against the well-to-do peasants (kulaks), and 
the warning that friendly co-existence should estab- 
lished between independent farmers and kolkhoz mem- 
bers. However, the same time the principle collec- 
tivism was upheld Nowak’s speech. 


“We are definitely favor the cooperative form 
agriculture. have helped, are helping, and shall 
help any and all peasants who wish establish kolk- 
hozes. are firmly convinced that, time, all poor 
and middle peasants will come realize that participa- 
tion the collective form agriculture will increase 


their income and add overall betterment their 
living.” 


FOOD CONSUMPTION PATTERNS 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


June 1953, the Czechoslovak public was struck 
the severest monetary reform yet carried out “people’s 
democracy.” conjunction with the monetary reform, 
prices, wages and income taxes were “adjusted,” ration- 
ing was abolished, and uniform price level was established 
through the elimination the dual market system. This 


Average 
Commodity Unit 1938 
price 
quota 
| 
163.00 80.00 280.00 100.00 300.00 
113.50 68.80 228.80 94.80 254.80 
..... 131.00 68.10 268.10 85.90 285.90 
104.00 88.60 208.60 110.00 230.00 
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meant doubling the prices goods formerly allowed 
the ration, and reduction about one-third the price 
level the free-market. What were the initial effects 
this reform? How did the average Czechoslovak citizen 
fare? able live and eat better than did before? 

Prices decreed the time the reform meant per- 
cent drop the living standards worker families, recent 
study prepared the United Nations Economic Com- 
mission for Europe reported. The uniform price level struck 
most severely the lower income levels and greatly favored 
better paid workers. For persons previously entitled 
rations, basic purchases for food absorbed greater por- 
tion their income, while those who previously relied 
food purchases from the free market benefited some 
degree from the price reductions. placate the greatly 
upset average consumer, the Government hinted that retail 
prices would gradually lowered the beneficial effects 
the reform made itself felt. yet, however, reduc- 
tions food prices have been made. the contrary, 
refugees coming from Czechoslovakia report price manipu- 
lations the Government, which result higher food 
costs for the consumer. Many food items, supposed 
available several qualities, are now labelled only “prime 
grades” sell the highest price category, while actual 
quality often second grade. Other prices seem have 


been openly, but quietly, raised. 


The following table shows the relationship between the 
prices decreed June and those reported effect 
during July and August this year. 


Price (koruny) 


butter, prime kilogram 51.00 54.00 
44.00 46.50 

42.00 

farm 40.00 
margarine, 29.00 34.00 

table 24.00 
eggs, grade each 1.15 
sausages kilogram 28.00 28.90 
salami 36.00 42.00 
chicken, 19.00 22.50 
lard 30.00 36.00 


From the above table clear that prices are in- 
creasing rather than decreasing. According recent arti- 
cles appearing the Czechoslovak press, workers are de- 
manding higher pay, order compensate for increased 
living costs. the regime unable hold the line 
wage levels and, the past, succumbs workers’ de- 
mands, the anti-inflationary effect the reform will 
short-lived. 


The Czechoslovak Diet 


the other Satellite countries, prices, totally con- 
trolled the Government, also determine the composition 
the Czechoslovak consumer’s diet. Items short supply 
are priced out reach for many and are generally high for 


all. According the Economic Commission for Europe, 
the June prices (in terms wage-units) vary between 
two and eight times those Switzerland. For example, 
the prices meat, fish, butter and beer, measured wage 
units, are about double those Switzerland; those for 
bread and eggs about three times, and those some other 
goods (such lard and sugar) much eight nine 
times Swiss prices. the whole the consumption pattern 
Czechoslovakia much closer the war-time structure 
than the pre-war, and the relative weight items the 
consumer’s food basket resembles that the depression 
thirties. Statistical material food consumption Czecho- 
slovakia has not been published regularly since 1949; how- 
ever, reliable unofficial statistics give some idea 
how the food consumption pattern during the summer 
1953 compares with that pre-war (depression) year 
(1931-1932), and that the last year 1948-1949. 


Annual Food 
(kilos per head) 


1953** 
1931-1932 1948-1949 
100.5 145.0 150 
eggs ...... 6.0 
154.5 105.0 100 
Butter, fats and oils 10.0 


the basis food prices effect during the summer 
1953, was estimated that the annual cost food 
per head would amount 2,795 koruny. Taking into con- 
sideration that the average hourly wage for Czechoslovak 
worker amounts koruny, would require 559 man 
hours work purchase the basic food items the 
average food basket. 


Food Supplies 


The policy scarce money and the abolition rationing 
was expected eliminate shortages and the necessity 
queuing buy food. While the inability the con- 
sumers pay for the food they needed did decrease de- 
mand, the overall supply food was and still insufficient, 
and the faulty distribution system has not improved condi- 
tions. August Svobodne Slovo (Prague) revealed 
meat shortages out Czech regions: 


“In the last few weeks, many country communities 
were suffering from considerable shortage meat, 
meat products, and, locally, even some other types 
goods.” 


Source: The statistics for 1931-1932, and 1948-1949 were taken 
from reports the Food and Agriculture Organization the 
United Nations and the International Labor Office. 


Official Czechoslovak sources place annual per capita sugar 
consumption kilograms. Average per capita meat con- 
sumption for Slovakia, 1952, was given 26.28 kilograms. 
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Signs read: Fruits—vegetables; vegetables—fruit. 
Dikobraz September 20, 1953. 


Nova Svoboda (Ostrava) August reported: 


“Around the middle last month the demand for 
sugar increased. Shops selling sugar often ran out 
completely, and the wholesale trade was unable re- 
plenish its stocks. Certain malevolent persons bought 
what they could and used this shortage for spreading 
rumors that sugar would not available. The Na- 
tional Committees introduced customer books for sugar 
purchases, and ordered that sugar sold only con- 
junction with other commodities. 


the words Prace (Prague), August 28, 1953: 

“After the double-priced market was discontinued, the 
employed women thought that the long lines front 
stores after working hours would done away with. 
However, some places they were disappointed.” 

The general food situation was summarized Presi- 
dent Zapotocky, reported the August Rude Pravo 
(Prague) 


Economic 


There are many problems our supply food. 
Why not admit that have not yet mastered all 
those matters—that have not yet arranged sat- 
isfy completely the needs our citizens. But Comrades, 
complaining and deploring our various shortcom- 
all know our weak spots. The only remedy would 
abolish the shortcomings. have reorganize and 
reorganize again, wherever our work not yet or- 
ganized, where the production lagging. 


HUNGARY 


During 1945, prior the currency reform, the food situ- 
ation Hungary was critical. Food shortages that time 
were the result war damages and the huge quantities 
food taken the Soviet occupation forces. The people 
subsisted diet consisting principally dry beans and 
corn. The situation improved beginning with the summer 
1946. Production had increased, the currency had been 
stabilized after the August 1946 reform—and all foods 
were available those that had the necessary funds. 

Rationing certain basic foodstuffs had been initiated 
1945. Prices for these commodities were strictly con- 
trolled; however, the quantity available these low prices 
was limited—and inadequate even for subsistence. The 
food supply situation improved gradually from 1947 
1949, but further complications arose the latter part 
1949, when the Communists put the collectivisation 
program into full swing. Many peasants resisted, refusing 
make deliveries the State. 

Rationing was abolished December 1951, because 
the regime was unable fulfill the basic com- 
mitments prescribed under the ration. Free marketing 
food was permitted that time, which generally meant 
percent rise food prices, while wages rose more 
than percent. Long hidden stocks food were thrown 
the market and, though prices were exceedingly high, 
food could bought. 

Since the 1951 “reform,” the Hungarian worker has been 
able purchase bread, flour, sugar, milk, and vegetables. 
However, his consumption meat, butter, and lard lim- 
ited the prohibitive prices. 


Food Prices 


Hungarian food prices reached all time high the 
summer 1952, and showed appreciable decline until 
July 1953, when prices for certain foodstuffs were lowered 
part overall price decrease. Further cuts were 
made September 1953 (see Economic Briefs, page 24). 
The following table compares the prices for food (in for- 
ints) effect during the summer 1949 with those for 
June July 30, and September this year. 

may noted from this table that present prices are 
considerably higher than those effect during 1949. has 
been estimated that real wages have declined about per- 
cent over the past four years. illustrate how these price 
increases have affected the Hungarian worker, the follow- 


Commodity Unit Summer 1949 June 1953 July 30, 1953 Sep. 1953 


(Grown) .............. kilo not available 2.8 2.8 2.4 
kilo 1.0 3.4 3.4 3.0 
kilo 2.6 7to8 4.6 4.6 


milk (free 


sugar (granulated) .......... kilo 6.0 11.2 15.0 11.2 15.0 10.6 
kilo not available 300 300 300 


ing example cited: Weekly food expenditures Hun- source, while those for the pre-war and post-war years are 
garian working class farnily four were last officially re- from semi-official Hungarian sources. should 
ported the Hungarian Statistical Office that starch increased considerably 
Szemle, January-May 1949. The weekly total January 1948, while that for proteins has decreased. ad- 
1949 was given forints. Using the same lists dition, average per capita for consumption still consid- 
quantities, actual shopping shows the same budget rising erably below the pre-war average. 

follows: November 1951—128.20 forints, December 


1951—205.42 forints, June 1952—243.01 forints, Decem- Food Policy 
ber 1952—264.15 forints. view the recent price re- September 21, Erno Gero, first Deputy Prime Min- 
ductions, the same budget would cost worker approxi- ister, defended the food policy, saying: 


mately percent less September 1953 than Decem- 
ber 1952. Although wage increases have been decreed 
since 1949, monetary wages have remained nearly the same, 


“Thanks timely measures taken our party and 
Government safeguard the supplies our popula- 
tion and working class did satisfactorily manage, 


norms have been increased proportionately. the whole, extricate ourselves from the con- 

The average earnings Hungarian worker are about sequences incredibly difficult agricultural year 
3.50 forints per hour, 735 forints for 210 hour month. However, this meant that did not have 
Such wages readily explain why the Hungarian worker’s cient maize and barley the first months this year 
consumption meat, butter, and fats limited. fatten our livestock. obvious that will 


take some time before the now ripening maize turned 
into fat stock. 


Annual Food Consumption* “If the Government and Party had this time reduced 


(kilos per head) the price pork, meat general, and fat—and 
1953 had, fact, reduced the price livestock, which 
1948 (estimates fattened with the maize now ripening the fields—this 
190.0 89.4 175.0 ers, which they could not have redeemed. soon 
38.5 50.0 the necessary prerequisites exist and the proper time 
148.7 84.4 100.0 has come, our Party and Government will not hesitate 
12.9 14.0 12.0 reduce the price meat, fat, and other primary food- 
44.3 34.4 30.0 
Gero naturally neglected mention that the food short- 
20.0 18.9 10.0 ages during the past year were also due and accentu- 
ated excessive storage foodstuffs and continued food 
The above table compares the pre-war consumption pat- the Soviet Union and other Satellites. the 


tern Hungarian worker with that for 1948 and face these shortages, prices had kept high order 
Statistics for 1953 are taken from reliable unofficial control consumption. 


Sources: 1924-1934 statistics taken from National Income POLAND 


Hungary” Dr. Matolcsy and Dr. Varga—(Budapest) From the second half 1951, through the end 
1936. 1948 statistics taken from reports the Institute Eco- 
nomic Research Budapest. 1952, critical shortage food was felt Poland. War- 


each 0.69 1.9 2.8 1.7 2.0 1.7 2.0 

cabbage 

° 


saw sources explained slower tempo the develop- 
ment agricultural production than industrial pro- 
duction—an increase consumption—and changes the 
social structure the population.” 

Before the war, Poland had population approxi- 
mately million and always had agricultural surplus. 
the present time she has less territory, and also popu- 
lation million persons less and (as quoted from official 
sources) increased per capita agricultural production 
percent over the pre-war period. Taking all these fac- 
tors into consideration, food shortages should exist 
Poland. Food shortages were not caused increased con- 
sumption (prices are kept high that the worker unable 
increase his food purchases)—but faulty distribution, 
and diverting considerable portion the country’s food 
production Czechoslovakia, East Germany, the Soviet 
Union, and Western Europe (for foreign exchange). The 
regime instituted system rationing meats and fats 
September 1951, and sugar May 1952. Partial ration- 


ing dairy products was also put into effect through 


system registration. 

January 1953 the Government abolished rationing 
concomitant with rise prices and wages. Although wages 
were increased that time, the disparity between prices 
and wages increased even greater rate. The following 
table shows the official prices effect prior and after the 
price reform and compares them with those reported 
effect this summer. 


Retail Food (zlotys) 


Com- Summer 1953 
modity Unit price price 
bread kilo 1.45 3.00 3.00 
flour kilo 6.00 6.00 
1.62 3.00 4.50 
sugar kilo 5.25 15.00 15.00 
eggs 1.60 1.50 
milk liter 1.36 3.10 2.50 
butter 55.00 55.00 


Food Consumption 


According official Polish sources, far food 
concerned, the Polish people are much better off than be- 
fore. prove this point, book entitled Country- 
side Figures” (Wies Liczbach), published the 
Polish Institute Agrarian Economics 1952, contained 
table purporting show the per capita increase food 
consumption 1951 over 1938. This table reproduced 
below. 


This table reveals many gross inaccuracies. Per capita 
annual consumption meat for 1938 was given 3.3 
kilos, while the Polish Statistical Yearbook, published 
1939, gives 22.4 kilos. This same book lists sugar con- 


Sources: Wiadomsoci 16, 1951 and Oct. 
1951, Express Wieczorny and Wola Ludu (Warsaw), January 
1953, and Gazeta Handlowa (Warsaw), January, 1951. 
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Index 
Number 
liter 189.50 269.80 142 
kilo 0.68 3.85 566 
each 19.50 113.20 581 
kilo 3.30 17.20 539 
kilo 1.50 4.10 
kilo 0.26 18.39 7000 
potatoes ..... kilo 348.60 294.60 
flour, wheat kilo 12.40 27.90 225 
flour, rye kilo 73.40 107.50 146 


sumption 12.2 and not 0.26 kilos. addition, the 1938 
consumption figure for butter questionable, the 1929 
figure given the Statistical Yearbook was 2.4 kilos. 
The International Labor Organization Yearbook for 1951- 
gives even higher figure, 3.4 kilos for 1929. un- 
likely that the per capita consumption butter 1938, 
base year, dropped 0.68 kilos. 

Further questions arise concerning the 1951 statistics 
(as previously mentioned, 1951 was very poor year). 
The United Nations Statistical Yearbook for 1952 gives the 
annual per capita caloric consumption Poland during 
1949 2,620, while the pre-war average, 1934-1938, 
shown 2,701 calories. 1949 was admittedly the best 
post-war year Poland. consumption has increased 
enormously claimed, the amount calories consumed 
should also have increased proportionately. 

that accurate comparison can made the 
official Government’s claims and actual annual per capita 
consumption Poland, the following table given. Fig- 
ures for 1953 are derived from unofficial source, believed 
reliable, while those for 1929 and 1948-1949 are taken 


from official international sources. 


Annual Food 
(kilos per head) 


1953 
Commodity 1929 1948-1949 (estimates) 
178.7 150.0 
202.1 239.7 275.0 
milk (liter) ........ 83.3 114.0 100.0 
butter, fats and 6.7 6.0 10.0 


Comparing this table with the one presented the 
Polish Government, the following discrepancies are noted: 


(1) Milk consumption has never approached 269.80 
liters per capita, and anything, should lower 1951 
than 1948-1949, because the former was very poor 


The statistics for 1929, and 1948-1949 were taken from re- 
ports the Food and Agricultural Organization the United 
Nations and the International Labor Office. 


Given units. 
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year (particularly the case fodder production), while 
the latter was admittedly good. 


(2) Egg consumption seems unreasonably high, particu- 
larly since unofficial reports give 1953, while 
1929, one the best years prewar Poland, was only 
168 units per capita. 


BULGARIA 


Food rationing was abolished Bulgaria with the 
monetary reform May 12, 1952 (June, 1952 issue). 
The principal reason for this move was not the abundance 
food the market, but the inability 
fulfill minimum food commitments prescribed under the 
rationing system. Since consumption was controlled 
keeping prices high, rationing was unnecessary anyway. 
The abolition rationing left the Bulgarian population 
its own resources finding the food necessary for survival. 
Current reports indicate that the standard living Bul- 
garia among the lowest any Soviet bloc country, 
pathetic situation for country formerly known the 
vegetable garden Europe. May 1953, reliable 
unofficial source estimated that the present standard 
living index was 40, using 1944 base year 100. 
assumed that this situation has improved slightly through 
the introduction price reductions August 1953; how- 
ever, the September 1953 speech Prime Minister 
Vulko Chervenkov indicates that the present situation 
still declared: 


“The total productivity livestock has not made 
good progress; the contrary, lagging. Mortality 
among young animals high. The fodder problem has 
not been properly treated our Ministry Agricul- 
ture and the Cooperative Union. Shortcomings 
exist our agriculture and our retail trade. Essen- 
tial goods are not being supplied the stores. There 
shortage vegetables. The purchasing and trade 
organizations are doing pretty poor job. 
must improve the quality and quantity our goods. 
must improve the agricultural economy 
stock. The production consumer foods must 
increased, that the workers will assured good 
supply consumer goods. These include butter, sugar, 
clothes, etc. The Government has taken measures im- 
prove the food restaurants and communal feeding 
places. must improve the productivity live- 


Food Shortages 


According information appearing the Bulgarian press, 
well from reliable private sources, the food situation 
bad. Some foods have completely disappeared from 
the market, while others are rarely available. Sugar 
rationed the rate 600 grams per family and only 
distributed once every three months. Fresh food and vege- 
tables are very hard find, because the intensive export 
these commodities the Soviet Union and other Satel- 
lite countries. Meat and dairy products are too expensive 
for the average Bulgarian citizen. Bread remains the basic 
food—and the only one available quantity. The 


usual hot meal consists white beans prepared with cook- 
ing fat, bread, and large quantity water. Sometimes, 
the family lucky, this meal may replaced some 
potatoes and tomatoes, eaten together with bread. 
Commenting the adverse food supply situation, 
Vecherni Novini (Sofia) July 1953 declared: 


“For the last days, there has been acute 
shortage Sofia vegetables such tomatoes, onions 
and peppers. The shortage was due mistakes com- 
mitted last year, and admitted Zarkov, the director 
the fruit and vegetable supply organization. Due 
the inefficiency this organization, there were not 
enough seed onions available, causing severe onion 
shortages this The supply system various 
Sofia districts still defective; sometimes owing the 
mismanagement the distributing organization, one 
district assigned more goods than others. This has 
led depletion the supply scarce food com- 
modities.” 


Food Prices 


The following table shows what the average Bulgarian 
housewife pays for her groceries the local State store. 
must remembered, however, that some these items 
are rarely available, and even then several hours waiting 
line might required procure them. 


Commodity Unit Price (leva) 
............. kilo 1.63 
bread—second quality ..... kilo 2.26 
........ kilo 2.78 
kilo 3.40 
kilo 18.00 


With average wage leva per day, one can 
rarely afford buy meat sold leva per kilo, 
butter 25.65 leva. 


Further information prices can gathered ex- 
amining the July 1953 price list Sofia communal restau- 
rant, Zdrava Hrana (Healthy Food) (corresponding 
cafeteria the US). The prices are follows (in leva) 


one can sardines 18.80 
0.25 


ALBANIA 


The standard living Albania reputed lower 
than that any other European country. The Albanians 
had never been well off, but also never badly off under 
the Communist regime. There rationing system 
effect, but not even these “bare minimum” food quantities 
are distributed regularly. May 22, 1953, Bashkimi 
(Tirana) reported: 

“The State has assured the workers ration cards 
which give them the right [to purchase] certain quanti- 
ties necessary foods. But the people have been sup- 
plied very irregularly. These trade organizations 
[for food distribution] should supply what guaranteed 
[by the ration cards], but this does not happen. 


The following table indicates what foods worker 
heavy industry allotted his ration card. 


Commodity Unit Quantity Frequency 
gram 1,000 monthly 
beans (large) ....... gram 500 monthly 
gram 1,000 monthly 
cheese gram 750 monthly 
gram 500 monthly 
gram 150 monthly 


Anyone wishing purchase flour must save his bread 
coupons for that purpose. 


Food Prices 


Inasmuch the quantities food allotted under the 
ration are small and then are often not distributed, the 
Albanian worker must resort purchasing good per- 
centage his foodstuffs the free market, where prices 
are considerably higher than those for rationed goods. The 
following table compares the official prices for rationed 
goods (in leks) with those reported effect the 
free market during 1952 and 1953. 


Rationed Free Market 
Commodity Unit Goods Price Price 
kilo 250 300 
beef (2nd 120 
kilo 
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ordinary worker Albania earns about 110 120 
leks per day. From the above table, obvious that, 
other Satellite countries, his diet kept low the exces- 
sively high prices effect and his limited purchasing 
power. worker earning 120 leks day could not very 
often afford purchase kilo lamb priced 110 leks. 


ROMANIA 


Reports food shortages have been coming out 
Romania since 1944, when the country was invaded the 
Russians, and rationing was instituted. The disastrous har- 
vests caused unprecedented droughts 1945 and 1946, 
plus the increased deliveries food the USSR, con- 
tributed further this adverse situation. However, was 
not until after the January 1952 monetary reform that the 
situation became critical. that time, ordinary worker 
was allotted the following goods under rationing: 


Black 


Bread Meat 
(Daily) (Monthly) (Monthly) (Monthly) 
2.2 Ib. 1.5 1.5 2.25 
worker (heavy 
industry) 1.0 1.5 2.25 Ib. 
ordinary 
worker Ib. 1.0 Ib. 1.5 Ib. 


Although the worker was entitled these goods under 
his ration card, the amount goods available for dis- 
tribution was never sufficient fulfill the minimum pre- 
scribed allotments. 

During visit Romania, the occasion the Com- 
munist sponsored “World Youth news- 
paper correspondent asked official the Romanian 
Foreign Ministry whether, view reports good 
harvest, food rationing would end soon. The spokesman 
replied, has already announced the Gov- 
ernment’s intention abolishing it,” but “the conditions 
for ending must first created.” The issue not, 
said, that will abolished this month next, but that 
very short time production consumer goods will 
increased and living standards greatly raised. 


Food Shortages 


Current information reaching this country indicates that 
the food situation has deteriorated steadily from the time 
the Reform through the summer.of 1953. Food prices 
which had dropped last year result the “reform” 
have been rising ever since. The situation was slightly 
relieved, for propaganda purposes, during the “World 
Youth Festival.” Although some improvement promised, 
the present situation still bleak. 

The Bucharest City People’s Council recently announced 
that distribution sugar, edible oils and flour rations 
for September 1953 would begin September Flour 
was distributed bread tickets. was also an- 
nounced that additional quantities sugar were dis- 
tributed ration card holders they were July and 
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August. But ration cards are only distributed workers 
employed State-run enterprises and civil servants. 
Persons not entitled rations are required purchase all 
their goods the open market, where prices are two 
four times high. 


The following table compares the prices (in lei) for 
food immediately after the currency reform, with those 
known effect the present time. 


Feb. Summer 
Feb. 1953 Official 1953 
1952 Open 1952 Open 
Com- Official Market Summer Market 
modity Price Price Price 
milk liter 3.00 1.10 4.00 
each 0.65 1.00 1.20 
bread 2.00 *4.36 6.00 
coffee kilo 160.00 
sugar kilo 3.00 9.00 


The above figures give some indication how prices 
have increased the past year and half, while wages 
have remained relatively stable. 

Further information prices can gathered from 
Scanteia (Bucharest) July and Universul (Bucharest) 
July 13, quoting current prices paid the free market 
Bucharest during the height the summer. The prices 
quoted were exclusively for vegetables (lei per kilo), which 
are not rationed. 


3.00 green beans ...... 1.25 
4.00 cucumbers ....... 2.30 


Romanian skilled worker earns from 300 500 lei 
per month, while unskilled worker receives only 175 
220. Civil servants are paid 300 600 /ei per month, full 
university professors 800 1,000, and managers State 
enterprises receive 5,500. The Romanian worker’s diet 
kept low, largely controlling his power 
well the recurring food shortages, accentuated high 
food exports and food storage. 


ECONOMIC BRIEFS 


Hungarian Price Reductions 


“If produce more, income will increase; but also, 
produce more, produce more cheaply; produce 
more cheaply, can count another reduction prices.” 


This was the slogan chanted the Hungarian Govern- 
ment last month, slogan that might just easily have 
been chanted proponents free enterprise economy: 
other words, increased production will result lower 
prices. Increased production free enterprise economy 
generally achieved technological advances and under 
Communism the “Socialist competition labor,” 
increased strain put workers shockwork methods. This 


Official price for white bread. 


can achieved one two methods: either increasing 
work norms order offering incentives. The first 
method was tried Hungary and proved miserable fail- 
ure, the regime was forced resort the second alter- 
native the form price reduction. 

September 1953, the Hungarian Home Service 
announced “an extensive reduction prices consumer 
goods and services.” The report stated that “This reduc- 
tion will effect the price over 10,000 food and industrial 
items, and will save the population about 1.5 billion forints 
annually.” Prices dropped average about percent, 
so-called “luxury goods” took the biggest cut, while 
prices for essentials were dropped somewhat less. The fol- 
lowing table compares some the new prices with those 
formerly effect, and gives the percentage price reduc- 
tion (in forints) granted for each commodity: 


Old New Reduction 


Commodity Unit Price Percent 
bread (white).... kilo 3.4 3.0 
bread (semi-white) kilo 2.8 2.4 
sugar (granulated) kilo 11.2 10.6 
soap (laundry)... 200grams 4.8 4.1 
toilet soap ....... 250grams 6.0 


Other representative price reductions (with percentage 
reduction parenthesis) were follows: beer (15-18), 
liqueurs (14-15), fruit (15-18), vegetables (20), blankets 
ladies’ underwear (15-30), men’s socks (10), sew- 
ing machines (32), radio sets (15-20), kitchen furniture 
(20), bricks (30), fancy jewelry (20). 

Not included the price reduction were the prices 
some the more important food items such as: meat, 
lard, butter, milk, eggs, cheese, rice, coffee, tea, paprika, 
and salt. The price cuts made are not substantial enough 
effect appreciable rise the Hungarian worker’s 
standard living. 


Handicraft Collectivisation Discontinued 


his July speech, Prime Minister Imre Nagy was 
forced admit crisis collectivised handicraft. While 
promising support independent farmers, also prom- 
ised support independent craftsmen. However, there 
fundamental difference between collectivised agri- 
culture and collectivised handicraft. agri- 
culture the basis the Communist economy. Collecti- 
visation agriculture may temporarily slowed down 
for tactical reasons, but will not abandoned. the 
other hand, collectivisation handicraft considered 
minor importance the overall economy. 

has been estimated that about two-thirds all handi- 
craft has been collectivised, compared only percent 
agriculture. The extent collectivisation varies according 
the type craft. For example, the barbering and restau- 
rant industries have been 100 percent collectivised, tailor- 
ing and shoemaking only percent. The unfortunate 
result the rapid collectivisation handicrafts was ex- 
pressed Matyas Rakosi his July speech: 
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“Whole villages and city districts have remained with- 
out cobbler, tailor, locksmith, plumber, electrician, 
and other craftsmen. anyone wanted have 
broken window replaced, farm implement repaired, 
would have travel miles the county 
seat.” 


Although Rakosi contradicted almost all the promises 
Nagy had made support independent farming, cor- 
roborated Nagy’s promises the independent craftsman. 

The reasons private craftsmen will encouraged 
the future can best exemplified citing article, 
the July edition Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), en- 
titled “The Building Handicraft Cooperatives Fulfill Their 
Plan, but are Not Concerned With the Interests the 


adtam be tisztittatnil 

Ugyan mit vannak, akik még miocén 


high time you cleaned the suit brought you the pleo- 
cene age!” 

“What you want? There are people who brought their suits 
the micene age and they’re not done yet.” 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), August 27, 1953 


“The handicraft cooperatives are interested mainly 
large orders. They handle the small needs the work- 
ers with indifference. Why? The reason the magic 
concept—PROFIT. Both the managers and the workers 
the cooperatives accept only large orders—and not 
care about the broken windows leaky pipes the 
workers. Frankly, the crux the whole problem 
that the cooperative not interested repairing the 
equipment which out order, but wants sell the 
customer new equipment. this way the cooperative 
makes more money, while the customer forced pay 
more.” 


relieve this situation the Presidium issued new de- 
cree liberalizing the issuance trade licenses, printed 
the August edition Szabad Nep (Budapest). Under 
the new decree, licenses are issued independent 
persons, who will supply the immediate needs the popu- 
lation, and who the same time will not compete with 
collectivised industry. Henceforth, tradesmen will per- 
mitted hire three employees, practice formerly con- 
sidered “exploitation.” was emphasized that independ- 
ent craftsmen presently self-employed would permitted 
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continue practice their trade, but that “trade licenses 
would revoked from tradesmen who strive make 
‘nonpermissible’ profits.” 

further concession independent craftsmen was an- 
nounced Magyar Nemzet September 


“The Council Ministers has directed the Minister 
Finance supply loans needy craftsmen, namely 
those who are just getting start their trade, pur- 
chase the necessary tools and raw materials. Loans are 
granted the National Savings Bank the rec- 
ommendation the executive committee the local 
village district counsel, well the National Free 
Association Handicraftsmen. The maximum limit 
the loan 10,000 forints, which must repaid 
equal installments, beginning three months after 
the issuance the loan.” 


“I’ve brought back the shoe. There still another nail sticking 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), August 27, 1953 


This temporary reversal policy attempt deal 
with low popular morale, and the concession will probably 
improve handicraft services. 


Polish Harvest Results 


the “Congress Leading Peasants” held Szcz 
September Deputy Prime Minister Nowak claimed: 
“This year almost all the grain was harvested the 
20th August, even the provinces Koszalin, 
Gdansk, Szczecin, and Olsztya where last year heavy 
rains delayed harvesting middle Sep- 
tember.” 


Nowak stated that the number kolkhozes participating 
this year’s harvest had increased from 3,200 last year 
8,000 this year. said that the plowing compaign was 
progressing satisfactorily and that the threshing campaign 
was progressing more speedily than last year the indi- 
vidual peasant holdings, well the sovkhozes and 
kolkhozes. Two hundred and sixty-four thousand tons more 
grain were delivered the State the end August this 
year than the corresponding date 1952. 


n- 
re 
ri- 
ri- 
ti- 
di- 
ing 
or- 
ate 
ex- 


interesting note that while Nowak gave detailed 
figures the results the harvest campaign and State 
deliveries, avoided evaluation average yield per hec- 
tare. Only examples outstanding yields were given, but 
they were local character and cannot accepted 
national average. Although the harvest was successful, 
Nowak indicated that yield per acre was not too good. 
Both and Bierut emphasized that peasants should in- 
crease productivity, particularly because the supplies, 
fertilizer, and machinery given them the State. 
Bierut insisted that “the increase yield per hectare 
most important and urgent task.” The following table* 
compares the average pre-war-hectare yields (in quintels) 
the four principal grains with that for 1949, 1950, and 
the goal proposed for 1955 under the Six-Year Plan. 


Yields per Hectare (quintals) 


Increase 
over 1949, 
Com- 1934-1938 1949 1950 
modity Average Average Average 1955 

12.7 15.5 18% 
wheat .... 119 125 12.4 17.0 38% 
barley .... 11.8 12.2 12.7 17.0 39% 
11.4 13.1 12.4 16.0 22% 


According announcements the Polish State Plan- 
ning Commission for 1951, “The yield the four prin- 
cipal grains was the same 1951 1950.” their 
1952 announcement, the State Planning Commission re- 
ported 1952 yields for the four principal grains per- 
cent higher than 1951. this so, the yields for 1952 
were only slightly higher than 1950, and (particularly 
for oats and rye) slightly better than 1949. With three 
years the Plan already over, apparent that the pro- 
posed goals are still very far from realization. 


Currency Reform After-effects 
Payment Rent: 


Among the necessary adjustments made Czechoslo- 
vakia result the recent currency “reform” was 


Sources: 1934-1938 Statistical Yearbook Poland for 1939, 
1949 and 1950 Yearbook the Food and Agricultural Organiza- 
tion the United Nations, 1955 (goals) The Six Year Plan 
(Warsaw), 1952. 


modification the method rent payment. Before the 
“reform” rents were generally payable quarterly. However, 
owing the population’s shortage ready cash, some 
change the regulations was necessary. June 1953, 
Svobodne Slovo (Prague) reported: 


“In endeavor not burden the monthly budget 
the working population with the sums required for 
payment quarterly rentals, hereby ordered that 
July 1953, every tenant may pay his rent monthly, 
regardless previous contractual arrangements requir- 
ing quarterly 


Installment Buying: 


Prior the May “reform,” many citizens, particu- 
larly young people, had been saving money toward the 
purchase furniture and other large household items. 
Those who put their savings into the bank lost two-thirds 
the first 50,000 ($1,000) and five-sixths the bal- 
ance. Those who preferred retain cash were deprived 
nine-tenths it. 

partially compensate workers who 
heavily the decree, and also forestall complete 
standstill heavy consumer goods purchasing, the Gov- 
ernment was forced institute installment buying pro- 
gram. June 28, 1953, Rude Pravo (Prague) reported: 


“In order enable the working population pur- 
chase certain types ‘investment goods’ lasting value 
immediately after the currency reform, July 1953, 
the Cabinet has decided introduce the sale, credit, 
the following products—furniture, pianos, harmonia, 
and prefabricated wooden recreational cabins. Credit 
will granted only good workers who, their stead- 
fastness and performance their jobs, have proved that 
they deserve these privileges. the request 
the management the respective plant and the 
works council shall recommend the application and 
negotiate the credit with the bank. Workers will 
required repay the credited sum within period 
three years, payments being made through regular 
salary deductions. Interest rates are set 2.5% per 
annum.” 


The maximum amounts credit granted vary 
between 8,000 and 15,000 koruny ($1,111 $2,083). 
piano can had from 14,600 koruny upwards, while 
“recreational cabin” costs between 7,000 and 8,400 koruny 


($972 $1,167). 
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Special Feature 


Eye Witness 


IRST-hand information events, living condi- 

tions, and the psychological climate behind the 

[ron Curtain, essential weapon the West’s 
attempts disperse the Communist smoke. screen myth 
and misrepresentation. This information derived largely 
from the personal stories and observations those who, 
through intrepidity and ingenuity, succeed crossing the 
heavily-guarded borders between the free and the Soviet- 
dominated countries Europe. 

The United States Escapee Program, inaugurated 
early 1952, primarily humanitarian project designed 
provide refuge centers for Iron Curtain escapees and 
arrange for their relocation countries the free world. 
From these clearing-houses flows the information brought 
the people who know direct experience the enor- 
mous concealed areas human activity Eastern and 
Central Europe. 

Austria alone, 5,000 men, women and children have, 
during the past fifteen months, passed through the Amer- 
ican centers Wels, Vienna, Salzburg and Linz. The 
majority the escapees here are Czechs and Slovaks, 
chiefly because the proximity the Czechoslovak bor- 
der, miles from Wels. Next numbers are Hungarians, 
and occasional Romanian Bulgarian. Most the 
escapees are young men, farmers from the border districts. 
One out every eight professional man white- 
collar worker. 

These refugees tell uniform story what the Iron 
Curtain means physical terms. They tell large sec- 
tions the border charged with high-tension lines 
barbed wire. They describe mines and flares connected 
trip wires; freshly plowed strips land which are in- 
spected daily the border patrols; pitfalls and ditches 


feet deep, lightly covered and well camouflaged. 
Recently the Communists have used new type rocket 
which throws spray colored powder over the ground, 
enabling the guards trace for miles the footsteps any- 
one walking through it. Another ruse the Communists 
have developed the decoy border marker, placed inside 
the Czechoslovak border delude escapees into believing 
that they have crossed into Austria. 

All refugees agree that much more difficult for 
family than for single individual escape, especially 
where young children are involved. Despite the hazards, 
many families continue make the attempt; for most 
cases, wives and children left behind fall under the heavy 
shadow the Communist police and are liable arrest 
deportation. 

notable instance was the recent escape the wife and 
four sons Lajos Hajdu-Nemeth, former member 
the Hungarian Parliament political exile, who had not 
seen his family for six years. program beamed 
Communist Hungary, Radio Free Europe interviewed 
Hajdu-Nemeth and his wife about her life after his escape 
and the circumstances her own flight from Communist 
oppression 


“Sir, you were member the Independent Smallholder 
Party its dissolution? 


“Yes, was joined the Smallholder Party 
1935. 1939 became member Parliament from 
the Sopron-Csepeg electoral district. 


“Were you elected the Smallholder Party ticket 
after the war? 


“Yes, the Gyor-Sopron district. Then the Commun- 
ists began their attempts liquidate us. Some es- 
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caped, others were dragged away and thrown into jail. 


“Was assumed that you too were taken 
away and put jail? 


“It was absolutely certain. Orders had already been is- 
sued. had decide within few minutes whether 
order continue the fight. 


“Your family had stay home. The youngest one 
was only two years old that time. What was your life 
like after your husband left, Mrs. Nemeth? 


“We were constantly harassed. The police visited 
two three times week, and complained that the 
courtyard was dirty, the attic cluttered, the ladder too 
long; other words, they looked for anything criti- 
cize. 


“How big was your farm? 


“Twenty-four acres. 


“Did the authorities let you keep the farm? 


“Yes. They not want kulak land. 
“What they want? 


“Everything kulak possesses—his crop, money, live- 
stock. 


“How they get these things? 


“Mostly through taxation. They impose such heavy 
tax that one cannot pay with cash alone. 


“What was your livestock when you left? 


“Two horses, one cow, four calves, one two pigs, 
that’s all. 


“And what did you have when your husband left the 
farm? 


“At that time had three horses, three cows, eight 
yearlings, about five calves, ten pigs and two three 
hundred fowl. 


“What about your house and furniture? 


“In March truck stopped front our house and 
they took away most our furniture. For taxes. 


“Did they not even leave beds and chests? 


“We had few beds, but not single chest drawers. 
had four stakes the corner the room with 
blanket around them. That was our ‘chest drawers.’ 


“What kind clothing did you have? 


“Nothing but rags. Everything earned was spent 
for bread and lard. could not sell the horses cows 
for money live on. The money from anything sold 
would not belong but would confiscated the 
State for taxes. 


“That means that you had escape because you had 
nothing live on, that right? 


“That right. were starving good deal the 
time. Luckily had some potatoes. ate them stead- 
ily all week long. 


“Tell about your escape. 


“We left ten night and exactly mid- 
night reached the barbed wire fences. walked 
the grass silence and near the fences took off our 
shoes and walked barefoot through the so-called ‘zone 
traces,’ clearing where they watch for traces 
people who have entered and left. 


“How did you manage avoid the mines the tall 
grass? 


“We crept the ground one after the other. son 
had pair wire-cutting scissors with which cut the 
rocket wire and the mine wires. That how crossed 
the barbed wire fences. 


“And when you reached the fences, how did you get 
across them? 


“My son cut two wires and climbed over. This 
not nearly dangerous the wires attached the 
mines. 


“Were there watch-towers the vicinity? 


“Yes, there were. They were not far from us, but they 
did not see and thus did not turn the searchlight 
us. 


“Was the youngest child not afraid? 
“No, Lacika was very brave. 


“Then you reached Austrian territory. But you were 
the Soviet zone. 


right. hid big corn field until night. 
Then went nearby village and next morning 
went Vienna bus. 


“To whom did you the village? Did you know 
anyone there? 


“No, took chance and stopped house where 
were given shelter and advice. They were really nice 
people, and they spoke Hungarian. They knew that 
were escapees and they told how get Vienna. 


“In Vienna you went the American zone, and from 
there you were sent the American center Linz? 


“Yes. husband and also father were there 
meet Linz.” 


Refugee Reporting 


Escapees report specific phenomena ignored dis- 
torted the official Communist press and radio. Equally 
valuable are more general, free-hand descriptions ordi- 
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nary life behind the Iron Curtain. What was like 
take part the history-making workers’ revolt Czecho- 
slovakia? What does mean “vote” election 
held one-Party government? What are the living 
conditions “progressive” Poland? The beginnings 
answer these questions can found the stories told 
the men and women who were there, the incontestable 
testimony the “eye witnesses.” 


This on-the-spot photograph refugee making his way through 
the barbed wire the Austro-Hungarian border was taken his 
companion during their escape together. 


“THE POLAND 


realistic description life Communist Poland was 
given Polish refugee who fled the West June. 
“No one has anything valuable now,” said. took 
few belongings with parcel but hadn’t much 
worth taking. What you see wearing now all the 
clothing have, and all has belonged someone else 
before me. It’s all old and That’s not un- 
usual.” continued: 

“All anyone can afford something eat and per- 
haps one visit month the movies. Everything 
family had was sold bartered long ago. 

“We use paraffin lamp for lighting our cottage 
which the outskirts Warsaw, almost the coun- 
try. wouldn’t bad could always get paraf- 
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fin, but very often you have line and wait for 
hours and then come away empty-handed. 
had any oil for fortnight before left, and there 
was light the house after dark—it wasn’t hard- 
ship the summer but sometimes the winter be- 
came very depressing. The only consolation was that the 
people with electricity had severe cuts during the winter 
and were sitting darkness too, using lamps they 
could get oil. 

“As for heating, had just gotten our allotment for 
the winter when left. This consisted 600 kilograms 
coal for the whole the heating period. Coal 
expensive, but there one who doesn’t draw his full 
allotment because frighteningly small. You have 
fetch yourself, too, from the railway dump four kil- 
ometers away. Hiring cart costs great deal. You see 
many people carrying their coal their backs save 
money, especially old people who penny and 
who look they are going fall pieces under the 
load. 

“No one Poland today earning enough live 
decent life. Not even the Party bosses and Stakhanovites 
could live off their actual earnings. They manage keep 
lavish scale living only through privileges which 
are given them for being Party favor. These privi- 
leges are worth much more than money—things such 
the provision new furnished apartment, motor- 
cycle car radio and on. Only the lower beings 
the Party apparatus ever have buy things 
their market price; the higher-ups get everything much 
cheaper, sometimes for twentieth the price would 
have pay had the money. 

“Prices for the ordinary citizen are now high that 
one buys anything except food and shoes. you were 
ask what salary needed live decently Poland 
now, honestly tell you. much more 
than anything could imagine that one there even 
thinks about it; everybody busy twenty hours day 
wondering how keep alive. For someone who 
had anything new for years there awful temptation 
rush out and buy something soon one gets his 
wages. One must fight this temptation every week, 
starve. myself have not worn single new piece 
clothing for seven years, and most friends are 
the same position. They all about the same shabby 
things which you can see now, and Sunday they 
try look little more respectable putting tie 
getting crease into their trousers. 

“Among the people know personally, only one had 
bicycle. All our workers either foot their place 
work travel streetcar bus. bicycle has 
become luxury. The cheapest second-hand pedal cycle 
would have cost more than could earn month, 
and new one probably twice much. And motor- 
cycle is, course, far out the working man’s reach 
that it’s not worth mentioning. 

“If you are agricultural worker the country, earn- 
ings are even lower, and that’s why one wants work 
there. collective farm you can earn 300 zloty per 
month and few allowances bread and on. There 
kolkhoz outside Wygoda where they have had get 
‘volunteers’ from the youth organization because they 
haven’t enough labor bring any the harvests. 
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There were soldiers helping with the hay harvest when 
left, and even they say the harvest wasn’t very good. 
know that the cherry crop was ruined. Fruit one 
the things that the poor people were hoping for during 
the summer, but looks though they are going 
disappointed from what have heard the fruit crop 
will bad everywhere. 

“Wherever you are working, the country the 
towns, the business raising the norms what makes 
the workers’ life miserable. Everyone knows 
swindle and even one the few things which you 
may openly criticize, because the foremen and supervisors 
are all the same opinion. The only people favor 
are the factory directors and some the shockworkers 
who are foolish that they don’t realize that they are 
being killed slowly for few extra zloty and privileges. 
The shockworker earns more than do, course, and 
allowed buy certain things reduced prices, but 
often the victim his own vanity. spoke one two 
months ago and asked him what really got out 
and said: ‘Certainly not what had hoped for, not 
even much extra money. All usually get seat 
conference and mention some the Party speeches, 
and I’m lucky someone cheers and feel good for 
about two minutes. The rest the time all too 
aware that friends think This man 
told that the only real assistance had was from the 
Housing Office finding apartment. Having been 
all over town and having been asked for ‘key money’ 
5,000 zloty for unfurnished room several places, 
was given two rooms the Housing Office without 
paying any ‘key money.’ Being Party member and 
shockworker got him somewhere live, and for this 
enormous privilege has now got show his thanks 
the Communist state for ever more.” 


“WE DID NOT ELECT, ONLY VOTED" 


interview broadcast over Radio Free Europe, 
escapee described the May Parliamentary elections 
Hungary they were conducted the villages. The in- 
terview quoted part below: 


“You were still Hungary the tithe the elec- 
tions? 


“Yes, but did not elect, only voted. 


“Well, there phrase you have made the main 
point. wish discuss this. You were voting citizen 
the village Nagylos, that correct? Tell about 
the attitude the voters Nagylos, since that would 
reflect the attitude all villages and then can draw 
conclusions whether the voting really expressed the 
Hungarian people’s How many inhabitants does 
Nagylos have? 


“Approximately 1,400. 


“And everybody above the age has the right 
vote. Nobody deprived this right? 


“Everybody was permitted vote. 


“Thus can assume that three-quarters the vil- 
lage population had the right vote. This would mean 


there were from 900 thousand voters Nagylos. 
How did the people vote? Did they vote for the regime? 


“Yes, since there was nothing else vote for. 

“In other words, nobody voted against the regime. 
“Nobody, for that would have been impossible. 
“How did the voting take place? 


“The minute one entered the voting place, they took 
away the ballot slip, put envelope and into the 
ballot-box. Nobody tried enter the voting booth 
sign mark down anything... 


“Was there only one polling place Nagylos? 


“There were two. One was the Peti’s tavern, the 
other the cooperative tavern. 


“And there was booth with partitions, private place 
for voting, which was not used? 


“They did not use it. myself did not all be- 
cause grandfather voted for me. 


“How could that done? 


“Because from each family only one person went 
vote for all other members the family. 


“But the election law prescribes that everybody must 
report personally, and the officials the election must 
identify all persons. Isn’t done this way? 


“Of course not. only paper. 
“Thus you voted home family? 


“Yes, from each house home family one person 
collected all the ballots and voted for everybody. 


“The whole thing was merely formality, then? 
“Yes. 
“Did anybody vote against the regime? 


really don’t know whether there was anybody. 


“This could have been done only one way: some- 
body were say, ‘Excuse me, wish into the 
booth since have different opinion.’ that right? 


“But nobody would ever have dared that. 
“That might have meant immediate deportation? 
“Oh, yes. 


“If suppose that there were approximately 900 vot- 
ers Nagylos, the same can applied all other vil- 
lages. These 900 voters have submitted their votes 
compulsory manner for the ‘People’s Democracy.’ 


“Oh yes, all them. were competition with 
Feszteg [village] and were hurrry. 


“What you mean you were ‘in competition’? 


“Back home, everything done the form com- 
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petition. this case the whole village was notified that 
voting competition was taking place and that every- 


body should vote quickly, order win the competi- 
tion. 


“But what was the object the competition? How 
could won? 


“The village which finished the voting the earliest 
won. Nagylos won. Yet did not know what 
the prize was be. won some black bread, for 
which had stand line the next morning. 


“Did the authorities notify the village the election 
results? 


don’t think so; didn’t hear it. 


“Did they put campaign posters the village? 


don’t bother with posters any more. 


“Did they have control method for determining who 
had voted and who had failed so? 


“Yes. The ballot slips were numbered. When the 
votes were cast they took down this number; conse- 


quently, they could easily find out who had not turned 
his ballot. 


“Dear madam, one will think mistaken if, after 
our conversation, declare all references the presi- 
dential council the People’s Democracy ‘the peo- 
ple’s confidence demonstrated the elections’ 
totally meaningless.” 


HOW INFORMERS ARE MADE 


26-year-old sailor who served the Polish merchant 
navy for seven years before took refuge the West 
has reported detail how the Polish [Security Police] 
attempted sign him informer. 

said had never been sympathetic the Commu- 
nists, despised their methods, but had been careful not 
provoke their interest him. return trip from 
Sweden June, the ship’s Party secretary summoned him, 
asked him some questions and arranged later meeting 
with him the afternoon. 

the afternoon session, the sailor was confronted with 
file his past was interrogated about 
lot minor incidents which had happened aboard the 
various ships had been on.” 

The secretary “seemed know all about having 
smuggled few watches and nylon stockings, about people 
had run into foreign harbors, about anti-regime jokes 
had made when had been drinking. was uncanny. 
could not figure out how knew all.” 

Then the Party secretary threatened him, saying his file 
contained enough evidence “to put you prison for six 
years,” but “if you are willing help shall forget 
all your errors. 

The sailor agreed collaborate with the UB, whereupon 
was instructed follows: 


“You will report everything that occurs board. 
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You will always let know member the crew 
speaks against the government the People’s Poland. 
You will also report everything you find out about 
Polish emigrants abroad. 

“Remember, from now on, you belong us. From 
now on, you will permitted walk about alone 
foreign ports that you can find out all about the 
contracts abroad our crews. know that the mem- 
bers the crew smuggle watches and nylon stockings. 
This itself unimportant. But want know 
where they get the watches and nylons. 

“Don’t afraid the ship’s political officer any 
longer. Don’t worry writes you into the log for 
walking alone foreign ports other things which are 
forbidden regular sailors. shall take care all 
this, and you will not discharged punished. 

“From now you are not only permitted talk 
emigrant Poles abroad, you are ordered so. 
case you should meet one who wants you take letter 
from him Poland, remember not accept the letter 
immediately, will become suspicious. Let him 
argue with you, plead with you and offer you something 
for taking this risk. Any such letter you will bring im- 
mediately us. very likely that you will not 
able give any information after your first trip 
abroad, maybe not even after your second. But’, and 
here his voice grew stern, ‘we expect report from you 
under any circumstances after the third trip. You will 
sign your reports And remember now and al- 
ways, nobody, nobody all except you and ever 
know about this. Now you can go.” 


After much deliberation the sailor knew that “did not 
want spy his friends and work for the Communists.” 
when his ship sailed again for Sweden, escaped. 


TOOK PART THE PILSEN 


worker who fled Pilsen after being implicated the 
protest demonstrations following the Czechoslovak cur- 
rency reform gave vivid account the events the 
now-historic First June: 


took part the Pilsen demonstration. about 
a.m. the workers pushed open the gates the Skoda 
Works—they got through first the fourth gate Plachy 
Street with truck. There was skirmish between the 
plant militia and the gate-keeper. There were shots and 
one girl was hit. The furious workers trampled down the 
man who fired. was like pouring oil fire. The ex- 
cited workers pushed through and marched 
into the street shouting: won’t News 
the uproar and the strike the Skoda plant spread 
like wildfire. About 5,000 employees from the Skoda 
Works took part the demonstration and reached the 
Main Square. Threatened workers with clenched fists, 
the police did not interfere and disappeared. The march- 
ers stopped front the Town Hall the Square 
and shouted: ‘We will not let you rob us.’ Everyone 
Pilsen was shocked. Communist Czechoslovakia 
police state. Even the most minor demonstration 
severely punished. Everyone wondered what would hap- 
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pen these courageous workers. Everyone admired 
them. had been working the Square and joined 
the marchers. 

“After about minutes Maincr, chairman the Dis- 
trict National Committee and Mayor the city, opened 
window and tried speak the workers: “Workers, 
Comrades, you have President from the workers’ ranks. 
You have workers’ Cabinet. The Government serv- 
ing your interests. had introduce the currency 
reform for your kept talking like this 
for some time. The workers whistled and hooted. Then 
they began shout: ‘Down with the Government.’ They 
shouted this loudest when declared that the Cabinet 
was workers’ Cabinet. Then the noise really started: 
want new Government. want free elections.’ 
ignored this, and kept repeating over the loud- 
speaker: “The Cabinet the currency reform, 
that something wonderful.’ This infuriated the work- 
ers. They refused listen him. 

“They understood all about the ‘wonderful’ currency 
reform—they couldn’t buy anything. Friday they had 
been paid, and Monday they found out that they ac- 
tually had only Kcs—enough buy one Kilogram 
butter. This was the result days’ drudgery. They 
knew just how ‘wonderful’ the currency reform was. 

“Suddenly, stones were pitched the Town Hall win- 
dows. Since Maincr did not stop talking, everyone be- 
gan sing the national anthem keep him quiet since 
nobody supposed talk when the anthem sung. 
But kept talking. The people moved towards the 
window and managed climb inside. Now Maincr 
stopped speaking. climbed inside also. But there were 
least people ahead running and down the 
stairs. Inside found only one clerk sitting his desk. 
was the next room, but saw him open his desk 
drawer when they pushed open the door. Perhaps 
wanted get his gun. was badly beaten up. When 
the people began shout: ‘He going shoot,’ every- 
one rushed and grabbed him. When left was 
sprawled the floor. 

“There was nobody the Town Hall. began 
throw out all the documents. threw the pictures 
Stalin and Gottwald and the Soviet flagsedown the stairs. 
got rid everything. And then the people started 
destroy the documents. They set fire the papers 
the Square. the end, the Town Hall was completely 
stripped. There was nothing it. 

left the Hall and joined the shouting people the 
Square. were all happy, excited and upset. All the 
time knew that something would happen. Now, all 
thought was over. didn’t have the faintest suspi- 
cion that things would change. had the Town Hall, 
the mayor had run away, and there was opposition. 
thought the revolution was over, especially when 
heard similar demonstrations Prague and Slovakia. 
All expected was help. Over the local radio the peo- 
ple cried: ‘Liberated Pilsen appeals for help. Liberated 
Pilsen calling for help.’ one had organized it. was 
all spontaneous. grew from the inside. When the peo- 


ple calmed down bit they came out the Town Hall. 


“Suddenly there were two Army trucks. Inside saw 
soldiers with bayonets their rifles. The people opened 
the doors the truck. They dragged out one young 
Lieutenant. was dead white. Everyone started 


shout: ‘You want with the people and you would 
dare fire the people. are working for you and 
you want fire us! And you call yourselves the Peo- 
ple’s Army.’ began spit the soldiers. Finally 
the Lieutenant answered, after one the demonstrators 
grabbed him the tunic and asked: ‘Whom are you 
with—the people those gangsters?’ with the 
people,’ said. was taken into the Town Hall and 
began speak over the radio. One the demonstrators 
introduced him: “This member the Armed Forces 
speaking you.’ The Lieutenant said: ‘Citizens (not 
Comrades, the usual way soldiers address each other), 
demand free elections, overthrow the Government. The 
Army with you.’ Everyone applauded. 


American Flag Raised 

“Not long afterward the people got the idea free- 
ing prisoners. The prison about 100 steps around 
the corner, where the regional penal court is. There, 
everything started all over again. Pictures and busts 
Stalin and Lenin were thrown out, soaked gasoline 
and lit. was impossible enter the jail because 
protected strong iron fence. The warden was 
behind the bars. People shouted: ‘Open.’ But dis- 
appeared somewhere inside. The gate was shut and the 
people free the prisoners. Otherwise they 
would have. 

“In the meantime the police arrived. was standing 
some distance away and saw them come open 
truck. Later, saw that they were Only one, 
lieutenant, was from the Security Corps. The people 
crowded around the truck and began calling them names. 
blue cap flew the air. Somebody was socked the 
face. The police were dragged from the truck. Some 
stepped down themselves. The truck was handed over 
the people. About ten people got the truck and 
drove the local broadcasting station call for help. 
Suddenly American flag was raised. One person held 
and waved with it. Everyone shouted. Americans are 
well-liked Pilsen. The Americans were there for some 
time. For Pilsen, they were liberators. The people re- 
member them affectionately. Some people had Ameri- 
cans living with them. Pilsen people know Americans 
first hand. They are angry when their children are 
taught school that Pilsen was liberated the Rus- 
sians. Some people Pilsen have never seen Soviet 
soldier because the Russians have never been there. 
There were only Americans. The Communists tell such 
outright lies that everyone knows right away that they 
are lying. They try deny things people have seen 
with their own eyes. Even the teachers—probably be- 
cause they have to—tell school children that the Rus- 
sians liberated Pilsen. And that absurd. 

“The demonstrators then marched the place where 
monument the American Army had once been 
planned. People shouted: ‘Long live General Eisen- 
hower. Long live the USA.’ Then the marchers went 
the statue Masaryk, which covered large 
poster. The poster reads: ‘Long live the USSR.’ has 
large picture Lenin and lots slogans. The peo- 
ple set fire it. They sang the anthem and hailed 
President Masaryk. the Town Hall large picture 
President Benes suddenly appeared. was held 
the window the room which had been 
office. The crowd began sing: ‘Black [Smoky] Pilsen— 


faithful Benes [Plzen cerna—Benesovi 

“Having set fire the poster, the people were singing 
the anthem front Masaryk’s statue. This was very 
impressive because there big anti-Masaryk campaign 
all over the country. don’t know what they are say- 
ing about Masaryk, but know that they had 
much success. know girl working the place where 
these lectures are arranged and the tickets sold. She said 
that only two people came the lecture Pilsen. Even 
the Communists didn’t attend these lectures, despite the 
propaganda. Everybody knows it’s all nonsense. People 
know that Zapotocky has been 
prison for criminal offenses. Everyone knows that Masa- 
ryk was authority, professor, humanitarian, and 
philosopher. Not one Communist comes his boot 
tops. There comparison between them. 

“Towards noon June units the border police 
arrived Pilsen. They cleared the main square and 
occupied it, advancing close line. There was al- 
ways one officer the flank. Close the Square and 
the exit road there were two lines soldiers. Naturally 
the people abused the soldiers and spit them, but the 
poor devils couldn’t anything. 


Workers Locked Factories 


“At about 1:30 workers the Skoda Works were 
their way the afternoon shift. When they met the 
demonstrators, they joined them. p.m. workers from 
the morning shift were supposed leave the plant. 
Everyone waited. The Skoda workers were locked in- 
side the plant. When the Communists discovered that 
some workers had left before p.m., they had locked 
the plant. Militiamen stood guard and foremen were 
made responsible for every worker who left. The fore- 
men walked around telling the people not leave— 
for God’s sake, wait until Otherwise they would 
put prison. the people waited until Then 
everyone rushed the Square and broke through the 
soldiers’ lines. 

“As soon the people broke through the police lines, 
nobody could hold them. The Communists alerted the 
fire brigades who started spray water them. One 
the demonstrators took some heavy object out his 
brief case and hit fireman the head. The man 
fell the ground. Then another fireman was hit. 
Somebody took out knife and cut the hose. Someone 
else began unscrew the hose. The fire brigade broke 
up. The people began shouting for almost two hours: 
‘Down with the Government free elections.’ The po- 
lice, about 100 them, stood the Square 
groups and did not interfere. They too waited for what 
would happen next. about p.m. the rumor spread 
that Bacilek had come. Everyone had expected this. Some 
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people left; others remained and continued shout the 
slogans. ‘Let him come,’ they said. will hang him 

“But didn’t come. There was something the 
rumor nevertheless. The SNB new blue uniforms 
had come from Prague motorcycles. Soldiers tanks 
attacked the demonstrators. They also used large trucks. 
sender was immediately set and the soldiers formed 
lines with their motorcycles. The entire Square was sur- 
One tank entered the Town Hall and aimed 
guns the people. People started run. The Com- 
munists succeeded clearing the Square. Whoever 
stayed behind was caught and brought the center 
the Square. Reinforcements arrived. The rest the 
people the Square were cleared out with bayonets. 
There were about motorcycles with trailers the 
Square, six guns, tremendous Army trucks both sides 
—five seven-ton trucks. The soldiers bivouacked there 
and set tents. There was martial law. 
declared but existed just the same. People had 
home p.m. Nobody was permitted say any- 
thing and everyone had remain indoors. 

“Then the arrests started. Investigations were con- 
ducted the plants, the first line the Skoda Works. 
Since there wasn’t enough room for the prisoners 
Bory the police stations the prison the 
river, the Hq. (or, call it, the White House 
because painted white) they locked people the 
armament factory and the warehouses. The people 
said: “They keep them there because there room 
Bory.’ 

“Then they started move all tradesmen from the 
Square regardless whether they had taken part the 
demonstrations. They were taken vacant houses 
the border area where there was water 
They had leave Pilsen within hours. The entire 
Square and First May Street were evacuated. The 
place where the people had demonstrated near the Masa- 
ryk monument and the site the American monument 
was vacated also. Doctors, higher ranking 
cials, whoever lived the neighborhood, had move 
out. The houses were occupied reliable func- 
tionaries only. Former tenants were moved, allegedly 
because they greeted the rioters. For just waving 
them, they were persecuted. The Communists never 
asked person whether waved. they were con- 
vinced, they would simply jail him. purge commis- 
sion arrived each plant find out who had taken 
part the demonstrations. 

was accused leaving work place and not 
being office all day. was quite clear that had 
taken part the demonstration. The manager called 
and fired me. put stamp identifica- 
tion card. knew the result: arrest. waited longer 
and chose the way across the border.” 
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The Big Red 


Cultural Section 


Schoolhouse 


cultured person our conception not person with great knowledge and edu- 
cation, but person who politically schooled, well-developed physically and men- 


tally, and conscientious brick-layer for the future generation. 


conformity the Soviet theory 

school outside life, outside politics, falsehood 
and hypocrisy” (Lenin)—Satellite State-owned and ad- 
ministered schools have become integral part the 
Communist political system and play key role its goal 
Socialism” developing “new Socialist in- 
telligentsia”: class ideologically-loyal “the Socialist 
fatherland,” proficient Communist political theory, dis- 
ciplined, industrious, and prepared sacrifice personal in- 
terests those the State and the “Socialist” economy. 
The university’s function this scheme produce lead- 
ers, managers, administrators and technicians for the econ- 
omy, well teachers future “Socialist” generations. 
revising Eastern Europe’s traditionally liberal, autono- 
mous, Westernized university system meet these objec- 
tives, the State has taken from university authorities the 
right nominate their faculties, formulate curricula and 
methods teaching, regulate standards admission, con- 
fer degrees, and choose textbooks. The State has further 
imposed rigid Party control and regimented faculty and 
student life alike, the extent demanding “work disci- 
pline” and “plan fulfillment” factories, and restricting 
the student’s course major fields prime economic im- 
portance. 


SETTING THE STAGE 


The fundamental changes introduced under Communist 
rule began with the enactment new “people’s demo- 
cratic” constitutions which gave “all citizens the right 
education,” but established State jurisdiction over the man- 
ner which the right might exercised. After nationali- 
zation, the Communist governments set about consolidating 
their control over universities, and early 1950 had estab- 
lished new administrative apparatus, purged universities 
unreliable “reactionary” students and faculty, and re- 
vised curriculum the Soviet pattern, abolishing some 
institutions and departments*, expanding creating others. 


The European term would “faculties.” 


. 


Radio Riga, January 1952 


Administrative Changes 


Prewar State administration 
universities was traditionally balanced autonomy con- 
stitutionally guaranteed individual 
Czechoslovakia, for example, the chief governing body was 
Academic Senate which handled all administrative, edu- 
cational and disciplinary matters and also acted court 
appeals disputes between professors and their deans. 
The Senate, elected one-year tenure faculty members, 
was presided over the university’s president, selected 
yearly from one the departments rotating cycle 
faculty vote. Department deans were elected for one- 
year terms similar fashion. The President the Czecho- 


slovak Republic formally confirmed the deanship and pro- 


fessorial appointments recommended the Academic 
Senate. Czechoslovakia’s Ministry Education exercised 
its contro] primarily the pre-university levels. 

Under the Communist system, the cabinet and Min- 
istry Committee Education, Science, Art and Culture, 
conjunction with other “appropriate” ministries* have 
assumed over universities the authority formerly enjoyed 
each university through its Academic Senate, its deans, 
and its president. The President the Republic retains 
his position figurehead, merely confirming and approv- 
ing. This pattern control was laid down skeleton 
University Acts Laws Education enacted soon after 
the Communist coup d’etat. They set general policy and 
provided for detailed implementation the committee 
ministry through its own issuance decrees and ordi- 
nances. The body regulations enacted governs all 
matters higher education and strikingly similar all 
Satellite countries because slavish imitation the Soviet 
system. Shortly after Stalin died (March, 1953), the 
Soviet government was completely reorganized effect 
greater centralization and considerable number min- 
istries were merged. Less than three months later, Czech- 


the Ministry Health supervises all medical schools. 
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oslovak delegation was called the Soviet Union, the 
invitation her Ministry Culture, and the Prague daily 
Rude Pravo reported June 28, 1953: 


“It still frequent phenomenon our country that 
while proclaim our slogans that the Soviet Union 
our example, the same time are very often satis- 
fied merely with the proclamation. Therefore now 
necessary study more concretely and systematically 
the life Soviet universities. During our stay the 
Soviet Union realized that the development our 
schools retarded the fact that there are still only 
few our students who know Soviet schools and they 
are those who study there. Too few our professors 
know the life Soviet schools from their own experi- 
ence. fact, precisely those who are most responsible 
for the life our own universities know least about life 
Soviet universities. The Ministry Universities 
will exert its efforts speed the process the 
Socialist rebirth our higher education.” 


September 14, 1953, according Prague Radio 
broadcast that date, Czechoslovakia duly reorganized her 
cabinet the Soviet model, merging her Ministry Uni- 
versities and Ministry Education and Enlightenment 
into Ministry Education. 


Czechoslovakia's University Act 


Despite periodic paper reorganization Czechoslovakia’s 
Ministry Education, Science and Art, its functions, ap- 
paratus and realm control have changed little since they 
were set forth her University Act May 18, 1950. The 
provisions this act, which replaced all existing laws, or- 
dinances, decrees and other regulations relating the or- 
ganization and administration universities, are generally 
typical for the entire area, where corresponding laws have 
been passed ensuring the designated Ministry Commit- 
tee almost exclusive control.* Czechoslovakia’s Ministry 
Education, Science and Culture, for example, has authority 
through Section the Czechoslovak University Act ap- 
point all members “consultative and coordinating” 
State Committee Universities set the Act. The 
Committee consists chairman, three deputy chairmen, 
secretary-general and his deputy, and maximum 
further members, two-thirds whom must university 
teachers. Also granted authority regulate, ordinance, 
the organization and procedure the Committee, the Min- 
istry was effect given supreme control. Similarly, uni- 
versity president, named Section the act, surrenders 
his authority the university secretary who “assist” 
him, and the Minister, whom “responsible.” His 
appointment made the President the Republic 
“upon the proposal” the cabinet for period three 


*The Bulgarian government created Committee Science, 
Art and Culture 1947, with jurisdiction over all higher educa- 
tion, which confined existing Ministry Education subor- 
dinate position the realm pre-university education. Hungary 
established new Ministry Higher Education November 23, 
1952, her higher institutions until then having been directed 
Ministry People’s Culture. Poland’s Ministry Higher School- 
ing and Sciences was formed April 26, 1950, replacing Coun- 
cil for Institutions Higher Learning created 1947. 
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years. “Generally,” section reads, selected from the 
university faculty. Section also provides for two deputy 
presidents who are appointed the Ministry act the 
president’s deputies. 

University Council, set Section also selected 
the Minister. According Section the Act, 
“decides upon the basic pedagogic, scientific, administra- 
tive and economic matters the university,” and consists 
the president, his two deputies, the secretary-general, 
the department deans and their deputies, and “repre- 
sentatives” the teachers, students and employees the 
university. for department deans and their deputies, 
they too are appointed the Minister, for two-year terms. 
Section calls for department councils, again comprising 
the department dean, two deputies, secretary, department 
chair heads and “representatives” the teachers, students 
and employees the department, whose method selec- 
tion would “determined” the Ministry. 

make finally clear that real authority was given 
the Minister Education, Science and Art (through the 
rubber-stamp State Committee, university and department 
councils, and the president), Sections and the Act 
provided that “the tasks, organization and method ad- 
ministration and management the individual universi- 
ties shall determined organizational statutes, 
which shall issued the Minister Education, Science 
and Art accordance with other Cabinet ministers con- 
cerned.” 


The Communist Party, through its organizational net- 
work governmental bodies and the universities them- 
selves, exerts supplementary control over the organization 
and activities all universities. Party members also have 
key positions the Ministry Committee Education, 
and the Council Ministers, thereby determining policy, 
setting aims and tasks educational institutions, and 
guarding against deviation from ideological principles. 


Faculty and Student Purges 


Concurrently with administrative reorganization, and 
preparatory the introduction new Soviet-style curri- 
cula, the Satellite regimes set about eliminating the stu- 
dents and teachers whom they knew would unrecep- 
tive the new university order, attempted “raise the 
ideological level” those teachers they temporarily re- 
tained the absence alternative personnel, and hastened 
train new supply ideologically-loyal “teaching 
cadres.” 

The purges, which the Communists labelled cleansing 
fascist and anti-national elements,” varied intensity 
with each Satellite, depending upon the specific situation. 
Teacher dismissals were sometimes effected arrests 
trumped-up charges, was the case with three professors 
the Hungarian Esztergom Teachers’ College. According 
Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), June 23, 1949, they had 
“listened Voice America broadcasts, anticipated the 
outbreak new war, and desired the restoration the 
old regime.” The three professors were arrested 1949 


was 
ourt 
bers, 

one- 

pro- 
emic 
cised 
Min- 
have 
joyed 
leans, 
etains 
eleton 
and 
tee 
ordi- 

all 

the 

effect 
Czech- 
ols. 


and sentenced prison terms ranging from two five 
years. contemporary Satellite Europe, academic tenure 
contingent upon acceptance Marxist-Leninist ideology, 
and from time time teachers are dismissed for having 
“bourgeois-reactionary” attitudes toward the subjects they 
teach, for deviating from the Party line political, 
economic historical theory. Local Party organizations 
periodically meet and criticize faculty lectures and scientific 
work, and “guilty” professors are obliged accept the 
criticism, acknowledge their errors and vow not repeat 
them face expulsion. This fear makes most teachers 
“adjust,” least publicly, each new shift the Party 
line, and checks flagrant deviation. 

Student purging, which was carried out much larger 
scale, was generally done through “reliability” tests 
“screening” committees. Czechoslovakia, “action com- 
mittees” composed Communist Party youth conducted 
purge non-Communist student functionaries and 
number professors just after the coup etat 1948, 
and two large-scale student purges during 1949 and 1950. 
According information issued the Ministry Edu- 
cation, the committees investigated the background and 
political attitudes 47,000 students and March 1949 
had expelled 6,370 them for “failing pass the 
reliability test.” 2,400 additional students were automati- 
cally expelled 1950 without benefit investigation, 
having been charged with negative attitude toward So- 
cialism,” “discrimination against progressive students.” 
Czechoslovak refugee, formerly student Prague’s 
Charles University, reports that was expelled the 
strength bulletin board notice the university which 
cited him “guilty” having written anti-Communist litera- 
ture. 

New Admittance Standards 


The prime political task assigned educational institu- 
tions under Poland’s Six Year Plan (1950-1955) was that 
“producing newly educated class, bound un- 
breakable ties with the workers and toiling peasants.” 
Throughout the Satellite area, became necessary—in or- 
der achieve this goal—to encourage the admission 
pupils with proletarian origin and keep out those social 
classes “alien” the aims which “the new Socialist man” 
dedicated. Favoritism toward the working class therefore 
became official State policy, under the guise harsh 
class struggle” against “enemies the State.” Lidove 
Noviny, the Prague daily, wrote April 27, 1951: 

“Although very much appreciate the fact that chil- 
dren the most class-conscious workers and farmers 
wish emulate their parents building Socialism with 
their hands, must induce them study. the 
other hand, children bourgeois origin whose physical 
ability makes possible must choose manual labor and, 
last, work which their class has been only too will- 
ing leave the proletarians. They must become 
miners and foundry workers. 


This year, the Prague newspaper Mlada Fronta, April 
this discriminatory policy was stated specific terms, 
when the Czechoslovak Ministry Universities declared 


itself favor “first all, those candidates who come 
from workers’ families, families small farmers, and the 
working intelligentsia. Candidates from other strata shal] 
admitted only cases deserving special attention.” 
Admission university now depends not solely upon 


the presentation high school diploma, but upon suc. 
cessful passing entrance examinations which only 
dition high school graduates, this group includes adult 
workers who have graduated from “Workers’ Preparatory 
Schools” recent Party innovation designed give 
ers high school education two 
the final analysis, admission the entrance exam 
and the university depends primarily upon the candi- 
date’s political orthodoxy, since the “selection committees” 
who screen him base their decisions upon his political 
tudes and his “voluntary social activities.” clean bill 
health from the candidate’s youth organization 
the best assurance, with “social origin” usually 
the final decision. Special decrees regulate the priority 
which given entrance exam candidates various 
social origin, with those workers’ families the top. 
the three groups entitled apply for screening, the 
categories adult workers have the better chance 
outset. Their social origins and political attitudes are 
favorable, and the regime admits that “workers’ 
paratory school” graduates “will always given 
ence” (Lidove Noviny, March 1951). the 
tors from high school graduating classes, those with the 
best scholastic rating, after social origin and political 
ability have been established, are favored. Those with 
standing marks, fact, are usually admitted without 
the entrance exam.* Some insight into actual 
policies was given Polish refugee report April, 1951: 
attempted, with the patronage some physicians 
knew—because patronage very important Peo- 
Poland—to interviewed the chief the De- chi 
partment Dentistry the Ministry Public Health. 
She was very kind and even tried helpful. “The 
matter simple,’ she said. “Will you please obtain refer- hel 
ences from the Union Polish Youth? You will then 
admitted, and probably without entrance ex- 
uni 
Methods Selection 
Youth organizations, local Party and governmental 
ganizations, and other groups who are position 
candidate’s “qualifications,” together form the 
“selection” committees which report the Ministry 
Committee Education concerning the candidate’s 
origin and his political attitudes. These committees 
out, the basis applications and investigations, 
candidates who are from “kulak” families, have 
who are “reactionary,” who have expressed opinions 
decree the Bulgarian Committee for Science, Art 
Culture, published Narodna Mladej, April 17, 1953, 
that students who have completed high school with high honom 
and have been awarded gold silver medals are accepted 


out examination. 
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the youth organizations have been inactive them. If, 


the other hand, the committees give favorable reports, the 
student permitted apply for entrance examination. 
Oral examiners are professor and one more “politi- 
cal” representatives—either youth organization function- 
uc- ary the university’s political secretary. According re- 
ports escaped Satellite students, questions asked during 
ad- the oral session are largely political. Prague University 
Law School student recalls the following: 

Does Italy have chairman secretary the Com- 
Party? 

What Stalin’s real name? 

ndi- What did Fadejev write? Ivan Olbracht? 


changes did the October Revolution bring the 


atti. peoples the USSR? 

the political-economic theories Marx and 
haps Stalin. 

ning Tell what you can about the Napoleonic Code. 

ority 

Workers’ Preparatory Courses 

According refugee sources, the group students 
from special adult preparatory courses which 
top priority entering universities. They are the 
cream the State’s crop industrial workers and co- 
farmers, having distinguished themselves po- 
and social activities well the job. They 
“people’s colleges” during their two-year tenure 
one year most Satellites), are given State 
and allowances—and are closely supervised 
members. Czechoslovakia, the student gets 3,000 
(pre-reform currency) clothing allowance the 
time his admittance, free transportation during vacation 
periods, and social insurance. married, his wife and 
children receive subsistence from the State during his 
Ith. (Svobodne Slovo, January 23, 1953). 

The Prior the course, two-month preparatory sessions are 
during evening hours for some candidates, which 
then they refresh themselves grammar, math and lan- 
ex- 


guages. They are then admitted the university entrance 
examination and successful there, may attend regular 
university lectures addition those the 
department newly established many universities. Ro- 
according 1953 decree announced Radio 
August 29, the “workers’” department has 
sections: (1) math, physics and chemistry; (2) nat- 
istry sciences, math, chemistry; (3) Romanian language 
literature and the Romanian People’s Constitution. 


1950, Hungary’s University Affairs Director extolled 


thos workers’ course speech reprinted Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), August 1950: 


“This year our Party has invited 5,500 working-class 
Art and peasant youths the special preparatory courses— 
far exceeding that previous years. What does 
this number mean? means that five years, and 
ted 


the case students studying pedagogy three years— 
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thousands and thousands engineers, doctors, profes- 
sors and others are graduate from among those young 
people who today are still sitting workbenches 
working the fields. 


“Our Party organizations and mass organizations are 
thoroughly and carefully checking the applicants, or- 
der select the best. can means allow the 
same mistakes made again that were made sev- 
eral instances last year, when frequently occurred that 
class aliens, hostile elements, kulaks, former army officers 
and persons returned from the West sneaked among 
the applicants. some places, working class youths were 
‘enticed’ all kinds irresponsible persons into at- 
tending the courses. wonder that loafers and slack- 
ers also enrolled, thinking that their life while attend- 
ing the special school would kind summer 
vacation.” 


The number students graduating from workers’ pre- 
courses the increase,* but student refugees 
report that the proportion “worker-students” uni- 
versities still lower than those from high schools (about 
percent, according one former medical student 
Bulgaria). The regime’s pressing need for technicians 
and specialists, however, indicates that even greater efforts 
will made the future speed the university train- 
ing program, despite the lowered standard which will in- 
evitably result and which was noted this year one Party 
newspaper. Rude Pravo (Prague) wrote January 
that during last year’s preparatory course one student was 
“unable figure out the price seven apples when told 
the price one.” 


THE NEW FOCUS: TECHNICAL 
TRAINING 


Almost all reforms the Satellite university’s program 
studies** have been initiated Russian educators. Plans 
are drawn Russian models which emphasize specialized 
technical training conjunction with practical experience, 
political education, and premilitary training, sometimes 
under the guise “sports” “physical education.” The 
Soviet curriculum system highly decentralized, with 
“essential” fields study such sciences, engineering, 
history, politics and economics expanded into new, spe- 
cialized departments, detached from the universities and 
made into whole new institutes. Certain liberal and fine 
arts departments have suffered being swallowed 
one the above departments discontinued altogether. 
Decentralization again the rule for certain others, which 
have been given new status separate academies for 
music, art, the dance, and on. addition, new depart- 
ments have been established for workers’ preparatory course 


215 students one Czechoslovak training course graduated 
from class 219 (Lud [Bratislava], August 11, 1953). 


Among the factors affected are the substances lectures, 
teaching and studying methods, number and kinds departments, 
textbooks, length study, examinations, and awarding degrees. 


. 


graduates and for adult evening and correspondence course 
students. 

the summer 1950, after Hungarian educational 
delegation returned from Moscow with plans for reorganiz- 
ing its universities, the Party daily Szabad Nep wrote (Sep- 
tember 12): 

“In the coming scholastic year the doors our uni- 

versities and academies will open new type 
student, who turn will find university different from 
that attended his predecessors. First and foremost 
shall guided experiences gained the Soviet 
Union the field higher education, and shall 
fill all the gaps used the class enemies their ef- 
forts prevent the new intelligentsia from coming into 
being. Lectures Marxist-Leninist ideology will 
given far more consideration than the present. 
The study natural sciences will also come into 
prominence. This new reform will supply the sons 
working people with the best possible professional 
knowledge. shall abolish lectures which only 
helped the enemy retard the progress proletarian 
children. The outdated, feudal regulations our 
universities shall amended. 


When Poland’s Minister Higher Schooling and Sci- 
ences announced revised, Soviet-dictated study programs 
1950 (Trybuna Ludu, October 2), said the introduced 
reform “had the clear character class struggle,” and the 
“planless and undisciplined” style work universities 
during capitalist times yield the modern, socialistic 
system the planned production cadres, system which 
brilliantly passed and still passing the test the Soviet 
Union.” 

The new program study, organized the Ministry 
Education conjunction with other ministries, 
closely coordinated with national economic plans, and the 
principal aim study make the student work in- 
tensively possible toward specific niche reserved for 
him sector the economy. According Czecho- 
slovak governmental ordinance October 1951, the 
Minister Education authorized determine, together 
with other Cabinet members concerned, program stud- 
ies for individual university departments which will train 
various experts required “for the economic, political and 
cultural construction the State.” 

“induce” students enter those fields study which 
are most important regime economic plans, the news- 
papers campaign intensively during the summer months 
with articles such this one from the Warsaw youth daily 
Sztandar Mlodych, June 14, 1952. 

“In choosing vocation you should take into consider- 
ation not only your inclinations but also the needs 
our people’s fatherland, particularly the sphere 
technology and the mining and steel industry, which 
play special role the fulfillment our wonderful 
economic 


Radio Prague complained May 21, 1953, after 
preliminary survey had been made the Ministry 
Universities, that there were “many fields which stu- 
dents showed interest,” and that these were “precisely 


those fields which have basic importance for our economy.” 
There are other fields, the announcer continued, “in which 
too much interest has been shown, utter disregard for 
the planned quota.” 


Directed Expansion 


Dozens new technical universities and institutes have 
opened throughout the Satellite area, many them ex- 
panded departments only departmental divisions de- 
tached from existing universities, specialized academies 
commercial schools. The traditional departmental arrange- 
ments (usually law, medicine, science and humanities) 
have been changed almost beyond recognition, only the 
department law remaining virtually untouched. Depart- 
ments medicine have been transformed into separate 
medical colleges under the jurisdiction the Ministry 
Health (Poland’s prewar medical departments have be- 
come small colleges). Romania’s Parhon Uni- 
versity, the four former departments have become ten new 
ones: law, philosophy, history, philology, pedagogy, physics 
and math, chemistry, natural sciences, geology and geog- 
raphy. six Poland’s seven universities (two them 
new), the four standard departments have become eight 
new ones: law, math-physicis-chemistry, biology-natural 
sciences, philosophy-sociology, languages, history, agricul- 
ture and forestry. Only Warsaw University does not spe- 
cifically follow this pattern; has separate geology 
department, and does not have agricultural forestry 
divisions. Theology departments some prewar univer- 
sities have either been abolished (or some their 
eliminated) become forums for atheistic propaganda. 
All scientific activity Estonia’s Tartu University (its 
museums, observatories, institutes) was transferred 1946 
new Academy Sciences, and the departments 
Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine have been 
formed into new academies. Tartu’s theology department 
has been closed, and new chairs Marxism-Leninism, 
Political Economy and Dialectical and Historical Material- 
ism have been established “in its place.” 

Traditionally known “the country lawyers,” Hun- 
gary has emerged, after almost six years Communist rule, 
“country engineers.” The chart below, representing 
both universities and technological institutes, illustrates 
percentages the marked change: (Hungarian 
Review, February, 1952) 


Departments 1937-38 1951-52 


Engineering 
Liberal Arts 
Medicine 

Economics 
Applied Arts .... 


Technological Universities 


Prewar technical training the university level was de- 
voted primarily chemistry, engineering and 
Today, technological universities concentrate almost exclu- 
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was de- 


sively upon producing engineers. The Stalin State Poly- 
technic Sofia, for example, has departments electrical, 
mechanical and construction engineering, with only one 
department each for chemistry, architecture and surveying. 
Most expansion the number higher educational insti- 
tutions the technical field. Poland’s 85, for ex- 


ample, (as compared with the prewar period) the 


majority are technical institutes. Her two postwar univer- 
sities are engaged primarily scientific and medical train- 
ing. Romania, least new technical institutes* have 
sprung up, each devoted exclusively field study 
which would relegated divisional status prewar 
technical institute, existed all. Many them are 
located mining and industrial centers, and others have 
small factories within their walls. Adult “worker-students” 
dominate the student body such institutions. 


Universities Agriculture and Heavy Industry are un- 
der construction Hungary, and plans have been an- 
nounced for universities construction, mining, machine 
industry, textiles and light industry. Budapest’s Tech- 
nological University, machine building shop has been 
added accommodate 500 students for advanced training 
and the manufacture scale models. The engineering, 
mining, smelting and chemistry departments this uni- 
versity have become independent institutions. Poland now 
has technological universities almost all major cities. 


series decrees and ordinances passed Czecho- 
slovakia since 1950 (when the broad University Act stipu- 
lated that each department must formulate its courses 
instruction according State requirements), illustrate the 


gradual inroads which the State has made university 


June 27, 1950: University Mechanical Engineering 
established Ostrava, University Mechanical and 
Electrotechnical Engineering Pilsen, Chemistry Uni- 
versity Pardubice. Law department Masaryk Uni- 
versity Brno abolished; the study pharmaceutics 
the Medical Department Charles University Prague 
discontinued. 


July 14, 1950: All Roman Catholic departments con- 
centrated into two theological establishments, one 
Slovakia and one the Czech lands. 


October 1951: Ostrava Mechanical Engineering 
University merged with Ostrava Mining University. 
Building Engineering University established Brno. 
Charles University’s department 
divided into departments philology and philosophy- 
history. Czechoslovak Institute Technology and 
Slovak Institute Technology reorganized and given 
new departments building, engineering, architecture 
and building construction, mechanical engineering, elec- 
tro-technical engineering, chemistry, agricultural-for- 
estry, special sciences, economic sciences. Prague’s Acad- 
emy Arts reorganized, its departments reduced 


These include Oil and Gas Institute, Institute for Light 
Industry, Transportation Institute, Construction Institute, 
Food-Processing Institute, Institute for Social Security, Farm 


Mechanization Institute, Fisheries Institute, Agronomic In- 


three: music, theatre, film, eliminating dance and drama 
and adding film. Eduard Benes Technical University 
Brno abolished; Hradec Karlova branch Charles 
University’s department medicine abolished. 


July 1952: Department agriculture and forestry 
Prague’s Institute Technology established in- 
dependent Agricultural University Prague. agri- 
cultural university established Brno out department 
agriculture Brno Agricultural and Forestry Uni- 
versity and the University Veterinary Medicine 
Brno. Brno Agricultural and Forestry University’s for- 
estry department transferred Brno’s Building Engi- 
neering University. University Veterinary Medicine 
Kosice merged with agricultural department Kosice 
Agricultural and Forestry University and together be- 
came Agricultural University Nitra. Department 
Forestry Kosice Agricultural and Forestry University 
became Forestry and Timber University Zvolen. 
Technical University established Kosice, its mining 
department taken over from Slovak Technical Univer- 
sity. Geologic-geographic departments established 
Charles University Prague and Slovak University 
Bratislava. Kosice branch pedagogic department 
Slovak University transferred Presov. 


August 19, 1952: Department chemistry Prague 
Technical institute changed into independent Chem- 
ical University Prague. Departments economic en- 
gineering established Prague Technical Institute, 
Bratislava Technical Institute, Ostrava Mining Univer- 
sity. Department special sciences Prague Tech- 
nical Institute abolished; department railroads es- 
tablished which became Railroad University September 
1953. Department social sciences Prague Uni- 
versity Political and Economic Sciences transferred 
Charles University and merged with its department 
philosophy and history. Political-diplomatic department 
Prague University Political and Economic Sciences 
converted into international relations department 
and subsequently established International Rela- 
tions University (September 1953). Economic depart- 
ments Prague University Political and Economic 
Sciences and Bratislava University Economic Sciences 
established independent Economic Universities. De- 
partment natural sciences Prague’s Charles Uni- 
versity subdivided into departments biology, mathe- 
matics-physics. Departments pharmacy established 
Brno Masaryk University and Bratislava Slovak Uni- 
versity. 

November 1952: Russian Language University es- 
tablished Prague. 

April 1953: Physical Training and Sports Institute 
established Prague. 

July 21, 1953: Pedagogic departments Charles Uni- 
versity, Masaryk University and Slovak University 
detached and set pedagogic junior colleges. Peda- 
gogic department Olomouc’s Palacky University de- 
tached and set pedagogic university, with depart- 
ments social sciences and natural sciences. 


Study Program 


The first two years technological university are gen- 
eral and preparatory, devoted basic theory and tech- 
nique. Intense specialization begins with the third year, 
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culminating compulsory three-month “production ap- 
prenticeship” factory farm, the case engi- 
neering, “practical project.” addition, students are 
obliged work for four weeks industrial enterprise 
during summer months, the end the third and fourth 
years. Bulgaria’s Mining Institute Dimitrovo, accord- 
ing former student, eight hours weekly practical 
training nearby mine were compulsory addition 
the student’s hours lectures. Only after all these 
obligations have been fulfilled can the student begin his 
thesis. 


former student Sofia’s State Technological Univer- 
sity “Stalin” outlined his study program follows: 


First Year: Physics, chemistry, mathematics, static 
mechanics, Russian language, History the Communist 
Party the Soviet Union, choice one Western 
European language 

Second Year: Mathematics, mechanics-dynamics, ther- 
modynamics, mechanical technology, Russian language, 
Western European language, Dialectical Materialism 

Third Year: Machine elements, lifting implements, 
hydrodynamics, heating techniques, electric machines, 
analysis the economic activity enterprises, political 
economy 

Fourth Year: Electrical machines, steam machines, 
water turbines, pumps and compressors, mechanical dy- 
namics, political economy. (During the 9th and final 
semester, only hours lectures are held weekly, the 
remaining time devoted apprenticeship 
preparation.) 


IDEOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION 


From the Communist point view, the technically- 
trained student little value “Socialist building” 
unless also imbued with “Socialist spirit”: knowledge 
Marxist-Leninist theory (and conviction its ortho- 
doxy the true science society), Russian culture and 
language, and blind belief their superiority. The 
Czechoslovak Party newspaper Rude Pravo (Prague) 
wrote June 28, 1953: 


“The example Soviet schools shows that those 
institutions where the creative spirit Marxism- 
Leninism alive, ideological methodological er- 
rors occur. This natural, because the spirit 
Marxism-Leninism has ideologically liberating and 
purifying influence all fields science, because 
gives the new Socialist engineer, physician, teacher, 
natural scientist artist the right scientific orienta- 
tion. delivers him from doubts not only his sci- 
entific field but also his civic life. gives him hu- 
man dignity, shows him the beauty the truth 
throughout his life. 


The introduction Marxist-Leninist theory into uni- 
versity curricula began required course study, was 
later given chair status, and finally, increasing num- 
ber Satellite countries, has become full department 
devoted solely the propagation Communist ideology 
and the popularization Soviet culture. Regardless 


the student’s major field study, required take 
certain number basic courses (e.g., “The Principles 
Marxism-Leninism,” “The History the Communist 
Party the Soviet Union,” “Dialectical Materialism,” 
“The Development Society”) Marxism-Leninism. 
addition, majors semi-political fields such law, his- 
tory, government economics, get all their subjects pre- 
sented from the Marxist viewpoint. former student 
Prague University’s Law School, for example, had these 
Required: The Stalin Government 
Governments the People’s Democracies 
History the Communist Party the 
Soviet Union 
Marxism-Leninism 
Economic and Socio-political Review the 
Czechoslovak People’s Republic’s Society 
and History 
The Basis Scientific Knowledge 
Marxism-Leninism) 


Others: 


Political Economy 

History Law 4th year course) 
Statistics and Constitutional Law 
The Development Society 


The boldest intrusion politics, however, 
purely technical humanities field, where many lectures 
have become forums for ideological indoctrination. 
student’s Communist education,” wrote Rahva Haal (Tal- 
linn), May 16, 1953,” should carried out all branches 
study. Every lecture must high ideological-po- 
litical level.” And the Prague daily Mlada Fronta for May 
30, 1953: “To learn the teachings Lenin and Stalir 
means first all learn how use them daily 
tice, learn how use them compass all our 
1950, entitled “Why Every Student Must Study Marxism- 
Leninism,” gives frank expression this point view: 

“Why the Party and the government emphasize the 
importance studying Marxism-Leninism every uni- 
versity and college student? The question justified, 
because many people may say, realize that top Com- 
munists and labor functionaries must familiar with 
Marxism-Leninism; after all, represents basic the- 
ory the working classes. also understandable that 
politicians must know all about Marxism-Leninism, just 
philosophers cannot exist without it. But why must 
engineers, pedagogues, lawyers, soldiers 
writers and artists, and state officials familiar with 

“The answer simple: The task our colleges and 
universities not only train experts various fields, 
but train men who will able and anxious build 
and guide the building Socialism. The students 
today will, the future, under the guidance the 
Party and with the assistance the mass organizations, 
participate the realization the plans the govern- 
ment. The teachers the future will have the impor- 
tant task training the new generation. Indeed, his 
that the future builders Socialism cannot limit their 

education mere technical knowledge. 
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addition political lectures, students are required 
attend one- two-hour evening sessions devoted the 
study Marxist theory. The “discussions” are often led 
student assistants, and the attending group kept down 
Haal (Tallinn) explained its June 13, 1953 issue, “stu- 
dents find the correct orientation social events and are 
led into political acitivity.” Sample subjects for discussion, 
addition basic Marxist theory and the History the 
Communist Party, are “Current Problems Communism,” 
“The Colonial Policy Great Britain,” and current polit- 
ical events taught from issue Moscow Pravda the 
local Party newspaper. Students are often obliged report 
Russian films and plays they have seen, Russian 
books they have read. 

One student the department natural sciences 
Prague’s Charles University reported that the end 
one semester evening lectures, the students were re- 
quired, instead taking examination, read the fol- 
lowing 


Engels: The Development Socialism 

Lenin: Two Tactics Social Democracy the Revolu- 
tionary Democracy 

Stalin: Works 

Malenkov: Report read the 19th Congress the Sov- 
iet Communist Party 

Stalin: Economic Problems Socialism the USSR 

Biographies Lenin and Stalin 


World 


Russian language courses were introduced concurrently 
with Marxist-Leninist and other political theory classes, 
and proficiency both required for graduation from 
university technological institute. The student’s knowl- 
edge these fields, according refugees, usually tested 
orally, while his specialized field study requires writ- 
ten exams. However, failure clear the oral examining 
board (which includes Party members) means failure 


graduate, while the scholastically-poor student who pro- 


fesses loyalty Communist ideology will usually pass 
through. 

Compulsory courses the Russian language are con- 
sidered desirable Satellite educational authorities be- 
cause help the student acquire better knowledge 
the science Marxism-Leninism.” (Rahva Haal, Au- 
gust 23, 1952). Szabad Nep (Budapest) wrote July 
27, 1951: 


“This language one the richest, most highly de- 
veloped and most expressive languages the world. Its 
significance from political point view almost im- 
measurable. Russian was the language which Lenin 
and Stalin, the leaders the entire progressive human- 
ity, wrote, spoke and taught; the language which 
gives expression the most advanced ideology, the 
Marxist-Leninist ideology, and the ideas scientific 
Communism and the proletarian revolution. This lan- 
guage expresses the ideas equality, brotherly coopera- 
tion, and friendship the peoples. This language 


Cultural 


solid link between the various peoples the Soviet 
Union who speak more than two hundred languages. 
The Russian language the first convey the achieve- 
ments the the Soviet Union the coun- 
tries people’s democracies and the entire progres- 
sive humanity.” 


article entitled “What the Russian Language 
Meant and Means Us,” the Czechoslovak magazine 
Slovansky Prehled, Nos. 7-8, 1949, wrote: “There noth- 
ing prevent from giving the Russian language the 
same rights our own Czech and Slovak languages. 
for the world language the language world- 
wide brotherhood, leading Socialism and defending 


Lenin Institute 


Hungary’s Budapest University, Marxism-Leninism 
and the Russian language have been important subjects 
since 1946, when chair, called “The Russian Institute,” 
was established the department philosophy. 1950, 
the Institute had eight Soviet professors and 540 students 
studying the principles Marxism-Leninism, dialectical 
and historical materialism, political economy, recent his- 
tory the Soviet Union, history the peoples the 
Soviet Union, geography the Soviet Union, Russian 
language and literature, and didactics, described 
chology, pedagogy and methods teaching the Russian 
language and literature.” (Szabad Nep, September 28, 
1950.) 

addition, the Institute had members its Russian 
language faculty, and claimed that was “directing the 
teaching the Russian language the entire country.” 

zabad Nep (Budapest), July 1950, wrote: 


“Parallel with classes the Institute, have organ- 
ized Russian lecture series which Soviet professors 
lecture Russian history, literature 
Through these sources, the Russian Institute able 
promote the instruction the Russian language being 
carried Budapest schools and universities. Fur- 
thermore, Soviet professors have delivered lectures the 
universities Szeged and Debrecen, where similar Rus- 
sian Institutes have been established. our duty 
our share the work devoted the great and 
noble cause cultural cooperation between the two 
peoples [Russian and Hungarian].” 


Council Ministers decree April 30, 1952, the 
Institute was reorganized, enlarged, housed new 
building separate department and renamed Lenin 
Institute. “Since the tasks the Institute have changed,” 
the decree read, “it shall accordingly named after the 
greatest master scientific Socialism, Lenin. This name 
will most appropriately express the aims the Institute. 
These were described “the training university lectur- 
ers and functionaries employed ideological work, 
well Russian language and literature teachers and 
translators.” The English-language monthly Hungary (Bu- 
No. March-April, 1953 wrote about the students 
the Institute, who are “inspired the heroic labor, 
valor and steadfastness the Soviet man.” 
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Textbooks 


The introduction Marxist theory and the Russian lan- 
guage required courses study only part the broad 
ideological program designed build new and progres- 
sive Socialist intelligentsia” from the ranks university 
students. New textbooks are being prepared and old ones 
re-edited, with the result that shortage textbooks 
commonplace most Satellite universities. Translation 
from the Russian slow, due lack qualified experts, 
and the re-editing old texts the preparation new 
ones hampered fear incorrectly interpreting the 
Party line. result, many students are obliged use 
texts the Russian language, study exclusively from 
notes taken lectures. former student “Stalin,” Sofia’s 
State Polytechnic, reperted 1952 that texts the 
Bulgarian language had then been prepared for use the 
Polytechnic. said that Russian books, which sold for 
minimal sum, were generally printed good paper, 
well bound, written clearly and richly illustrated with 
drawings and charts. 

refugee from Prague’s School Modern Languages 
said that the Moscow daily Pravda was the principal text 
used Russian language courses, and that only elementary 
readers and grammars were available other languages. 
visit the city library search books written 
Spanish, the student found only two copies Don Quixote, 
one copy Spanish history, and book the poet 
Garcia Lorca, none which the student was permitted 
take out the library. One Spanish newspaper was avail- 
able each two weeks, Communist organ called For Lib- 
erty and Socialism, which was translated various lan- 
guages. cost 2.5 koruny, about cents. 

Borrowing prewar books from university libraries, ac- 
cording one refugee Czechoslovak student, “like get- 
ting permission take manuscripts out the rare book 
room.” made several attempts 1952 check out 
books Masaryk, Benes, and others, and always got back 
slip marked either “being revised” “in locked storage.” 
the latter case, the applicant was advised the office 
the library director, who “might” give him permission 
peruse the requested book the library. the book was 
being revised, the applicant had consult professor 
the Marxist-Leninist chair the university, who inquired 
into his purpose for having the book, his background, and 
on. Another refugee reports that library personnel 
Slovakia had been investigated for their political attitude 
order eliminate “undesirable elements” from the staff. 
Libraries which had been visited include those Slovak 
University and the Slovak Academy Science. 


Educating the Educators 


Perhaps for other student higher education poli- 
tical indoctrination essential for the future teacher. 
Despite attempts “raise the ideological level” both 
prewar and new teachers, the profession periodically 
criticized for all sorts political shortcomings. teachers’ 
conferences held throughout the area August and Sep- 


tember, teachers were called task, not for lack pro- 
fessional qualifications, but for failure apply Soviet 
teaching methods, failure follow the decisions the 
19th Party Congress, and for having “unscientific” 
world outlook. Further, they were accused having in- 
sufficient knowledge the “important” subjects, such 
Russian literature and language. The Romanian paper 
Contemporanul July 17, 1953, blamed teachers for the 
poor results achieved students their recent examina- 
tions 

“Students have shown that they are quite ignorant 
the problems collectivization agriculture, that they 
feel quite muddled when asked speak the objec- 
tives our country’s five-year plan, any problem 
importance for our country its road Socialism. 
This undoubtedly indicates lack effort the part 
the faculty, which not stressing thoroughly enough 
the link between the sciences they are teaching and the 
struggle our people for building Socialism. The 
teachers not induce their students study the 
documents, read the governmental press regu- 


Annual Teachers’ Day Hungary, teachers were 
instructed (in Szabad Nep, June 1953) “rid them- 
selves the old, idealistic world outlook and perfect their 
knowledge Marxism-Leninism, the cornerstone and basis 
philosophy built the concepts science.” 


Party Vigilance 


The success the student-teacher political education 
program depends large measure upon the work pri- 
mary party organizations universities, the Ministry 
Higher Education, the textbook publishing houses and 
throughout the network national, regional and local or- 
ganizations which answer Party dictates. Radio Sofia, 
February 20, 1952, which said that was “impossible 
educate our youth and our teachers the spirit Social- 
ism without the active support Party organizations,” 
outlined some their many tasks: 


“Party organizations must maintain close relations 
with all academic youth. They must assist the students, 
not only their academic work, but their social and 
private lives. They must educate the student spirit 
Socialist patriotism. They must fight against the still- 
existing tendency toward lack interest 
They must explain the domestic and foreign policy 
our government and show the bright future our So- 
cialist development. The Party organizations cannot but 
show interest the students’ reading. They must 
check the libraries, well the private activities 
students. They must acquaint themselves with the 


lack Party vigilance all these tasks, however, 
often the target press criticism the “low ideologi- 
cal level” students and professors. The Warsaw daily 
Trybuna Ludu for January 28, 1953 accused “comrades 
from higher circles Party organizations” unwilling- 
ness visit universities. “They are strange them,” the 
newspaper wrote, “and they should feel home there.” 
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The Student 


May 21, 1953, Radio Prague announced that the 
Ministry Universities had completed “vocational in- 
terest survey” prospective university students. The re- 
sults, the announcer regretted, were highly unsatisfactory: 
“There are many fields which interest was shown 
and [they are] precisely those fields which are basic 
importance our economy.” For one thing, Radio Prague 
admitted, only two pupils showed inclination toward 
the Slavic languages, and “very few pupils applied for 
entrance the railroad college, spite the fact that 
railroad engineers can find very good The 
majority university candidates, “in utter disregard for 
the planned quotas,” favored the study medicine, philoso- 
phy and the sciences. “The Ministry Universities,” the 
radio announcer declared, “has therefore found necessary 
bring the plans students into greater harmony with 
the needs our economic and cultural life. hope 
that many students possible will eventually belong 
the best cadres specialists working our projects 
construction.” 


cities and villages throughout the Satellite area, edu- 
cational authorities began their annual summer campaign 
interest university candidates the study engineer- 
ing, economics, agronomy, geology teaching—all im- 
portant the fulfillment five year plans. pre- 
ceeding years, however, economically-important fields were 
still being ignored the time this year’s registration. 
Candidates quickly filled the student-preferred low-quota 
departments, and technological fields remained “under- 
subscribed.” The State thereupon extended the registration 


“Registration for the coming year has shown that 
some fields have greater number applicants than 
could accepted under the State plan. And, since 
directionary quotas have not been fulfilled some other 
departments, the Ministry Education, Science and 
Arts* has set supplementary registration period 
order make university study available all those 

who will become good and politically conscious 
members our new intelligentsia. Applications 
may still made those who have already reg- 
istered other departments and were refused 
because there were vacancies the following 
fields: construction, surface construction, machine, elec- 
trotechnical, chemical, mining, metallurgical and agri- 
cultural engineering, architecture, economic statistics, 
mathematics, geometry, physics, and description geome- 
(Rude Pravo, August 19, 1952.) 


According last year’s enrollment figures for Poland**, 
compromise had been effected the time the academic 
year opened, with about quarter the students going 


*Renamed Ministry Universities, January 31, 1953. 


entered technological fields (in specialized agricultural, 
economic and engineering colleges institutes); 25,000 entered 
medical academies and art schools; 22,750 entered the seven State 
universities and Lublin Catholic University; 4,000 entered teach- 
ing institutes. 


Cultural 


into fields the majority indicated they preferred, nearly 
third into universities, with their fields study not speci- 
fied, about third into technological study specialized 
institutes; and small number entered teaching institutes. 
Those who did not switch technological fields had the 
choice re-applying for their chosen vocation the follow- 
ing year, protesting Appeals Commissions set 
some Satellites. 

Once the student enrolled, finds that the environ- 
ment which surround him throughout his academic 
career similarly adjusted “the needs the State,” and 
the non-conformist discovers that individuality results 
persecution and even expulsion. The model “Socialist” stu- 
dent willingly sacrifices personal inclination State plans 
and industrially pursues the goals the State has assigned 
him. feel that much “worker” the Stak- 
hanovite, study his hardest, learn Marxism-Leninism, 
the “science” society—this the “proper student atti- 
tude.” should “seek new and more efficient methods 
working, participate actively his social 
environment. and strengthen his ties with the Union 
Polish Youth which contributed his education and pre- 
pared him for political life.” (Sztandar Mlodych, June 
14, 1952) 


Discipline 


Prodded the “study group the “school in- 
spector,” and the “vacation work brigade leader” that 
knew elementary and high school, and motivated 
concepts (many borrowed from industry) the “top 
student,” the “study norm,” and the scholarship, the uni- 
versity student expected “produce.” The first step 
this direction acquire good study habits and 
abide university regulations. the Continental tradi- 
tion, Eastern European students were not obliged attend 
lectures; only term exams and seminars were compulsory. 
The Satellite educators have therefore had impose dis- 
ciplinary regulations which make obligatory “regular at- 
tendance all courses, exercises and training, and punctual 
handing examinations. Tardiness failure attend 
lectures are punishable warning, deprivation stipends, 
expulsion.” (Dziennik Polski, October 17, 1950). 1951 
decree issued jointly the Polish Ministries Higher 
Education, Health, Education and Culture and Arts (pub- 
lished Monitor Polski, September 28, 1951), called for 
“warning” for three days’ unexcused absence not 
“justified” within three days after its with- 
drawal scholarship for period two months, for four 
days’ absence; suspension scholarship for longer period 
time, with the threat expulsion actual expulsion 
(depending the decision committee composed 
the dean, two professors and student representative) be- 
yond four days’ unexcused absence. Poland’s Minister 
Higher Education once declared, “The State has the right 
punish and will punish those who endanger the cadre- 
educating schedule for the Six Year Plan.” (Zycie Nauki, 
Vol. 1950). 
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After compulsory attendance, the collective study circle 
the most widespread form student discipline, though 
this varies from one institution another. The daily press 
periodically complains failure the part most 
youth groups, Party organizations and faculty members 
enforce it, and refugee reports corroborate this. The 
strictest discipline appears applied technological 
institutes and “workers’ preparatory courses” where the 
majority students are likely adult workers accus- 
tomed “Socialist competitions,” “work norms,” and 
“Stakhanovism.” Shortly after the opening Hungary’s 
new University Heavy Industry Miskolo 1953, the 
Budapest daily Szabad Nep ran series articles describ- 
ing that institution. One these, June 28, 1953, dealt 
with study circles, and the writer made clear that they 
had been designed imbue students with competitive 
spirit 


“Each study circle embraces twenty thirty students 
who study together and live together 
Only students the same department and the same 
semester may belong the same circle. Each circle has 
spacious room its disposal, and its outside door 
there chart carrying the names the circle mem- 
bers, the degree achievement each and the aver- 
age accomplishment the circle whole. Large red 
arrows give graphic picture. There keen competi- 
tion between the circles, indicating that members the 
same circle share the common interests their own. 

“After the regular study period, the good students 
help the weaker ones. When maximum and minimum 
achievements all students the circle are too far 
apart, obvious that something wrong with the 
political attitude the students, revealing that they 
not help one another. Last year, the third semester 
miners showed very poor results. turned out that the 
good students were completely absorbed their own 
problems and paid attention those who could not 
keep pace. Another factor contributing the poor 
record was that several the students went home during 
weekends help out working the mines. 
true that Saturday and Sunday wages are high, but this 
hard work tired the students and suffered. 
The circle leader then appealed their pride telling 
them they were just good students the other de- 
partments. The next semester this circle was the best.” 


The Socialist student does not have excessive lecture 
schedule, but deprived Party and youth agitators 
much his free time. The extra-curricular activities 
considered voluntary Western university are regarded 
semi-compulsory the “collective-spirited” Communist 
school. Among the socio-political “duties” urged* upon the 
student youth agitators are political seminars, brigade 
work during summer vacations, sports and premilitary 


Czechoslovakia, according the November 1952 issue 
Pravda (Bratislava) physical training compulsory course 
study. Pravda announced that chairs physical training would 
set all universities beginning with the current academic 
year, “to care for ideological political education and the popular- 
ization physical training, sports and Soviet 


training, and the case students the teaching field, 
agitation and propaganda work among the local population. 

The Sofia daily Narodna Mladej wrote December 17, 
1953 that ideological-political education students was 
the “prime task” youth organizations, and that was 
their duty “to lead implacable struggle for uprooting 
the influences bourgeois culture and morale from the 
youth’s mind, and inculcate him the high virtues 
Communist morale.” the exercise this duty, youth 
union members are encourage criticism and self-criticism, 
conduct anti-religious propaganda, increase attendance 
political meetings and evening seminars Marxist theory, 
and general “raise the ideological level” those students 
who “still bow before Western culture and the Western way 
life.” “Really good, effective political training cannot 
restricted the classroom,” Szabad Nep (Budapest) wrote 
February 1951. “It must pursued all times and 
also the students’ dwellings.” 

Czechoslovak cabinet resolution this year (sum- 
marized Svobodne Slovo, July 10, 1953) described an- 
nual vacation brigade work university students “an 
inseparable part their studies.” This manual labor, 
which entitles them draw. both scholarship allowances 
and pay during the holiday, must planned advance 
conformity the needs various industries and farms. 
Excerpts from the newspaper announcement follow: 

“During this year’s vacation, the majority univer- 

sity students will again complete their four-week profes- 
sional practice. accordance with recent cabinet 
resolution, important changes have been introduced 
compared with last year. This year the practice will not 
mere assistance the students the fulfillment 
production tasks individual enterprises, mere brig- 
ade,’ but will become integral part their studies. 
The general methodological direction this practice 
will carried out the heads department chairs. 
Responsibility for efficient organization and fulfillment 
the program will the hands qualified per- 
sons plants, who shall appointed plant direc- 
tors. The students will prepare reports their prac- 
tice, together with the schedule their work, and sub- 
mit these documents the manager the plant, who 
turn will send them, together with his comments, 
the universities. Professional practice will carried out 
the students according their field study, 
plants, courts, hospitals, offices, clinics, scientific in- 
stitutions and other places.” 


According refugee reports, the period work varies 
from one institution another, but the average four 
six weeks. Technological majors, such engineers 
miners, well teachers, are expected many cases 
gain additional practical experience during the academic 
year, either mines, factories schools the vicinity (or 
workshops within the institution), complete “prac- 
tical project” during their final term study. 


Living Standard 


All Satellite university students are eligible for State 
stipends (which are living allowances, tuition being paid 


‘ 


the State), whose amounts depend upon the student’s 
needs the combined income his family). The Bul- 
garian daily Rabotnichesko Delo reported June 25, 1953 
that “more than percent received stipends,” and Radio 
Bucharest May 12, 1952 that stipends had increased 
percent compared with the 1948-49 academic 
year.” 


Low-cost free housing being provided increas- 
ing number institutions, and students have canteens 
where they may dine for small sum. those who wish 
live outside student dormitories, the apartment-ration- 
ing office usually gives priority, and Czechoslovakia (be- 
fore the June, 1953 monetary reform), students were per- 
mitted draw from their “frozen” bank accounts. Schol- 
arship grants for Polish students were increased per- 
cent when 1953 ministerial resolution abolished the ra- 
tioning system and generally increased wages (reported 
Trybuna Ludu, January 4). But the basis official 
press and Economic Planning reports* the number and 
amount scholarships and living costs, appears that the 
Polish student’s minimum cost living exceeds his average 
scholarship 337.8 zloty. 


Monthly Cost 
Essential Items zloty 
daily low-cost lunch @6.75 202.5 
breakfast and supper room 
kilo bread each days 45. 
402.5 


Future Prospects 


the beginning the student’s final term, must 
complete work project thesis (depending upon his 
major) and pass exams. then qualifies “Graduate 
Chemist,” “Graduate Journalist,” “Qualified Engineer,” 
“Technician,” depending upon his course study, the in- 
stitution concerned and the particular Satellite involved. 
conformity the Soviet system, formal degree con- 
ferred the undergraduate level. Until the 1952-53 aca- 


demic year, Polish students all fields were granted such 


“diploma” after three years study, and master’s de- 
gree after two more. According Trybuna Ludu, Janu- 
ary 1953, uniform 4-year degree system was established 
“in certain fields.” 

According refugee reports, examination 
standards are generally high before the war. One 


January 1953; Wola Ludu, January 53; 


Economic Planning Communique, January 29, 


Cultural 


former student Stalin State Polytechnic Institute reports 
that only two subjects may failed examination, 
which case the student re-examined during the first 
month the next semester. fails second time, 
required repeat the entire program the preceding 
semester, and may not repeat more than one year 
study. 

The majority diploma students directly into jobs, 
since they are required law work for least three 
years their specialties position and place set for 
them the Ministries concerned. Failure comply 
criminal offense. March 1950 Polish law provides 
punishment six months’ imprisonment, imposition 
fines.) The press complains, however, that because neither 
the faculty nor the youth organization has “helped stu- 
dents develop interest their future professions,” many 
graduates “do not appear the places assigned them.” 
(Narodna Mladej, December 17, 1952). “44 members 
Dimitrov’s Union Youth who graduated from the 
physics-math department this year and were appointed 
teachers different places, failed appear. consider- 
able number graduates the Russian language depart- 
ment, instead accepting teachers’ positions the 
provinces, prefer remain Sofia and look for other 

Deprived alternative educational opportunities, 
Satellite youth has had subscribe what the Com- 
munist state offers. However reluctantly, most students 
become the teachers, technicians and engineers the Com- 


munist educational system designed produce. But there 


are number signs indicating that ideological allegiance 
—also essential the success the Communist plan—is 
least questionable. The Party press from time time 
gives examples students who fail attend examinations, 
who poorly Russian language and Marxist-Leninist 
classes, who still revere the “Western way who 
show “anti-Socialist” attitude toward the Party activ- 
ities and leaders, and students who even display lack 
interest their futures “builders Communism” 
failing appear the workplaces assigned them. 

The Communists continue woo youth with new edu- 
cational institutions, low cost housing and food, scholarships 
and the assurance future within the 
Communist ideology. doing they hope create not 
only technicians further their cause but intellectuals com- 
mitted their ideology and tied their apparatus 
career. However, education (even Communist-style) 
difficult control and long they educate, long will 
there the perpetual threat independent thought 
prevent their creation new “Socialist intelligentsia,” 
and which may eventually threaten the very foundations 
Communism. 


Delo, January 1953, even complained that 
one quarter the students “did not appear take their examina- 
tions.” 
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Radio Free Europe Section 


Tonight, the countries behind the Iron Curtain, men, women and children will gather around radios tuned the 
voices their countrymen the West, bringing them the news the free world, the knowledge that they are not forgotten, 
and the hope their liberation. Radio Free Europe, operating home service from abroad, broadcasts over net- 
work transmitters Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Albania and Romania, competing directly with all Satel- 
lite Communist stations. The scripts below are excerpts from programs prepared freedom-loving exiles from Central and 


East Europe, and beamed RFE its target countries. 


This the Voice Free Poland.... 


RAIDING THE LARDER 


Russia’s economic benefits the “brotherly nations” 
the Soviet bloc can summarized very simply: during 
the past three years, the Soviets have plundered (and, 
course, continue plunder) such proportion the raw 
materials, commodities and services the Satellite coun- 
tries that this period food prices 
Russia declined more than 
percent, and rose—in Poland, 
for instance—by 100 percent! 

the autumn 1950, Pole 
paid ten zloty for kilogram 
lard—today has pay 
zloty, while the Russian who had 
spend rubles for that lard 
1950 can now buy for only 
rubles. The same equation ap- 
plies the prices bread, flour, 
meat, butter, vegetables, sugar 
and eggs. 

The Warsaw regime boasts that present agricultural pro- 
duction Poland has reached higher level than any 
time before the war; that Poland annually produces 15,000 
tons more cotton goods, 7,000 tons more wool, and almost 
million more pairs shoes than before the war. Since 
the Polish population has declined about million peo- 
ple since 1939, the situation should ideal, and life 
this land plenty more comfortable than anywhere else 
the world. But fact, Poland struggling with critical 
food shortages and the Poles cannot afford buy decent 
clothing. 

Bierut’s Poland has attained international notoriety 
for its high prices. Among foreigners, only millionaires 
could afford live today Poland. One foreigner who 
visited Warsaw last summer reported that had pay 
$12 the Bristol Hotel for breakfast consisting two 


Lisbon 


eggs, coffee and buttered roll, while three-course din- 
ner the same hotel cost him $32—surely world record 
price for ordinary meal. 

What the key the gloomy riddle scarcity amidst 
alleged abundance? Where does all the surplus production 
go, where Polish foodstuffs, Polish textiles, Polish shoes 
go? The export all these goods Western countries 
having been greatly reduced compared with pre-war times, 
obvious that substantial part Polish coal pro- 
duction, foodstuffs and textiles 
being taken Russia, either for 
her own consumption for re- 
shipment other Satellite coun- 
tries and China. 

official language, this 
called “exchange,” meaning that 
Poland pays with her coal, food- 
stuffs and textiles for industrial 
machinery supplied Russia. 

classic example this “ex- 
change,” which reality plain 
plunder, the 1952 commercial 
agreement between Finland, Po- 
land and Russia. Finland has completed her reparation 
payments Russia, but still keeps her trade with Russia 
high level. According the terms the agreement, 
Poland has furnished Finland with million dollars’ worth 
goods, but has received exchange goods worth only 
million dollars. The balance $27,000,000—two-thirds 
the entire sum—went Russia, “balance the Polish- 
Russian account.” The “settlement” accounts being 
conducted such tempo that, country which has 
the highest per capita coal production the world, the 
purchase few tons coal for the winter becomes almost 
impossible. 

not hard figure out how Malenkov could promise 
the Russian people both butter and guns. Moscow’s task 


made much easier because the plunder carried out under 


the guise this “export and settlement accounts” 


only one the ways which the Soviet Union exploits 
Poland and the other captive countries which are virtually 
regarded colonies. 

Another these methods, even more camouflaged, con- 
sists burdening the captive countries with portion 
the cost Soviet armament production. Malenkov can 
afford certain lowering output heavy industry and 
increase the production consumer goods because 
Russia can force the captive countries shoulder high 
percentage Russia’s armaments expenditure. The heavy 
industry the captive countries, particularly Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary, supported with the labor 
and capital these countries, is, actually, just adjunct 
the Soviet production machine. The captive countries 
must furnish Soviet Russia not only with butter, but also 
with guns, least parts guns! And not only 
the applicability Goering’s slogan that this policy 
reminiscent Nazi economic methods and policies. 


This the Voice Free 


RADIO BREAK 


June 16, Radio Sofia made slip. The announcer 
was speaking the telegram sent the still-unpurged 
Premier the Bulgarian “People’s Republic” Vulko Cher- 
venkov, his comrade-in-arms, Imre Nagy, the occa- 
sion the latter’s coming power. Instead “Premier 
the People’s Republic Bulgaria,” the announcer re- 
ferred Chervenkov “Vice-Premier.” The broadcast 
was cut off instantly sharp knife! minute 
mysterious silence followed. Radio listeners were thrown 
into dismay. Some even began think that the radio 
station might have been seized rebellious workers; after 
all, mightn’t our workers the factories and kolkhozes 
follow the “bad example” set their German and Czecho- 
slovak colleagues? 

Thus, something unusual took place the propaganda 
radio station Sofia—a bolt from the blue! The radio 
station was swept with panic, then with confusion, and 
finally whispering. The announcer quickly recovered 
himself and the program was resumed, with correction 
and apology for the inadvertent mistake! 

well known that “the tongue has bones, but 
can break bones.” This mistake set off long chain 
consequences. The first held responsible for Vulko 
Chervenkov’s “demotion” was the announcer. However, 
following Communist practice, blamed someone else— 
the script writer. The latter “martyr” either. 
blamed the typist! The typist blamed the typewriter which 
had come from repair shop with its incorrigible Soviet 
write one thing and something else comes 
out!” The responsibility was then pinned the typewriter 
repairman. immediately gave the “poor materials” 
excuse: “What can when the typewriter keys 
are soft chewing gum and frequently when typist 
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wants type the words ‘Soviet Union’ what comes out 
‘Bad Luck’?” The next blamed was the steelworker 
who turn put the blame the factory guards who were 
said have failed intercept the saboteurs and diversion- 
ists. this went and until the investigation 
penetrated into many fields. According Leninist-Stalin- 
ist methods, those who will really “get are persons 
already marked for liquidation! 

These are only few consequences the mistake. More 
important are the consequences which stem from the re- 
action Vulko Chervenkov himself when heard the 
preposition “Vice” precede his present title Premier! 
thought began trouble him. Was the mistake acci- 
dent was order from above? For quite some time 
Vulko has been fearing demotion which, course, means 
farewell life. The Communists seldom just throw rider 
into deep ravine—first, they give him horse and then 
mule; the “Vice-Premiership!” Yes, this radio 
mistake preys more and more Chervenkov’s mind. Even 
before happened had real tranquility. 
nightmares used see himself holding telegram from 
Moscow which read: “Make Chervenkov Vice-Premier 
and then away with him!” Now, since this radio slip, 
has been his wits’ end. The devil who stands him like 
faithful dog whispers his ear: “If the ‘radio mistake’ 
Moscow handwriting the wall, what are you going 
do? Say, Vulko, are you sure you know whom the em- 
ployees Radio Sofia are serving? Perhaps was 
friendly warning telling you expect downfall, warning 
you take the necessary measures while there’s still time; 
other words, decide whether imitate Nagy and 
Zapotocky, simply take refuge with Tito.” 

Naturally, the announcer, the script writer, the typist, 
well the typewriter, the repairman, the engineers and 
the rest, were all taken care of, one after the other. 
may well stop pity them. However, cannot but 
chuckle Vulko Chervenkov’s “tragedy!” Ever since 
heard this mistake the radio, the poor wretch has been 
having continual nightmares which sees words with 
the prefix “vice”: such viciousness, and others. 

Yes, Vulko, the Communist crown heavy! And 
never fall down itself, but always with the head the 
one who wears it! 


This the Voice Free 


CALLING THE CZECHOSLOVAK 
AIR FORCE! 


Today you are tuned our commentary addressed 
the Czechoslovak Air Force. are calling all field pilots, 
all air and ground crews, attached all Czechoslovak 
squadrons. 

For many you, flying the fulfillment lifelong 
dream, just airplane mechanics the chosen work 
others. But the past—and mean the recent past—has 
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made plain that the times live permit man 
retire into the isolation the work loves. The greatest 
the flyer frequently is—may one day dis- 
turbed the exercise his vocation many unpleasant 
questions. world split two, world fighting for its 
future, has room for those who look away. You love 
your work and you could not live without it. You think the 
opportunity fly lies home. That, you think, what 
matters. want tell you today that this not so. 

every training instructor will confirm, much has 
changed since today’s Czechoslovak airmen left the acad- 
emy and their training centers. Your instructors once 
talked about “our glorious road Socialism”; today 
Korea, Berlin, and all sorts strange things going 
what are called the People’s Democracies. And the 
Soviet Union one blow follows another. Stalin died 
strange death, Gottwald even stranger one, and Beria’s 
removal was strange, too. careful—the time has come 
for the Czechoslovak Air Force look around bit. 
necessary see farther than the tip the runway 
one’s own airfield. oversimplification tell you 
that today you are crossroad which offers you two 
possibilities. The first leads your doom: you may able 
continue flying for while, but eventually people will 
come and ask you the unpleasant question—why?—to 
which have already referred. the road which the 
Czechoslovak fighters took before they shot down American 
military planes over Bavaria. The second possibility means 
that even when Communism only memory, you will 
still fly. That the road taken the Czechoslovak airmen 
who came Graz Austria old Arado training 
plane. 

let put another way: today, everyone has the 
choice either serving Moscow the bitter end flying 
under Moscow’s orders airplane whose wings bear the 
Czechoslovak cockade; serving the Czechoslovak peo- 
ple preparing restore the sovereign insignia the 
aircraft its original significance: emblematic state that 
never stood the side slavery and lawlessness any 
world struggle. 

Not every pilot and mechanic will have the opportunity 
act this decision today tomorrow. The opportunity 
may not come for weeks months—some have waited for 
years. The flyers who landed Graz warmed the oil for 
their plane electric burner locked hangar. 
opportunity will offer itself the one whose mind made 
up—on the day when given order assigned 
task whose fulfillment would serve, not the Republic, 
not the Czechoslovak people, but the Soviets. 

Two Polish airmen have landed MiG-15 fighters 
the Danish island Bornholm. Relying their last drop 
fuel, they made the 300-kilometer stretch, flying low 
over the ground and sea escape their own radar stations, 
and landed military training field too short and bumpy 

land jet fighter bumpy training ground proves 
that real determination cannot thwarted this that 
obstacle. The Polish flyers had the same 


the Czechoslovak flyers. Choosing small Danish island, they 
decided risk their machines well their lives the 
slim chance saving themselves and the reputation the 
Polish Air Force. The reputation our Air Force can 
saved you, too. not think for moment that our 
Air Force will saved one your superiors, one 
the gold-braided Air Force representatives head- 
quarters. They don’t care about you, nor your family, nor 
the Republic nor even the Air Force itself. All they are 
concerned with Moscow, because they fatuously believe 
that their salvation lies there. What can you think peo- 
ple who send you the Bavarian border shoot bal- 
loons carrying leaflets? chase leaflets, and become the 
laughing stock the people watching you, may worthy 
policeman, perhaps, but not flyer. Now know 
what expect from the top Air Force commanders. 
also know what think them. 

Those flying near the border should remember their 
comrades back the airfield who—as know—have been 
waiting for months for opportunity like this; who know 
that they would not have cross 300 kilometers open 
sea head for military training ground the Danish 
island Bornholm. Just ask—any one them will tell 
you that there are concrete runways for jet fighters 
Neuberg near Munich, the Autobahn Salzburg; 
Neufuerstenfeldbruck northwest-west Munich, the 
Munich-Augsburg road; and Erding, northeast-east 
Munich. 

What stake the salvation the Czechoslovak 
Air Force for the future. Set course 225 from Pilsen, and 
fly for fifteen minutes. Remember that from time time: 
Course 225, and—good flight! 


Spot Announcement 


The Communist radio asks: 


“What was the attitude democrats toward the 
newly-formed Joint Agricultural Cooperatives?” 


And the Communist radio answers: 


“They started shouting that the Communists are go- 
ing establish kolkhozes and that they will confiscate 
the land, houses and livestock the farmers.” 


And ask you, farmers: 
Didn’t they? 


NEW “POPULAR 


Nowhere has been publicly announced, treaties 
have been signed with golden pen, foreign Ministers 
have journeyed and fro—and yet has happened. 
the course the last three months new, vast, honest 
alliance has come life and become factor history. 
the alliance between the people behind the Iron Cur- 
tain and the people the United States America. The 
people behind the Iron Curtain who have already pain- 


fully experienced what the rule Communism means have 
allied themselves, their hearts, with country which has 
enough imagination able visualize what such 
rule like. 


Three months ago rather curious situation existed. 
Some people the West believed that those behind the 
Iron Curtain had perhaps given Soviet occupation, 
that perhaps they had already died politically, that perhaps 
they longer thought liberation. But, June, the 
presumably lost Czechoslovak people openly demon- 
strated against the government; the people East Ger- 
many, who were presumably resigned their Communist 
fate, took the open road glorious rebellion; and the en- 
tire Polish territory, criss-crossed Russian trains, has 
changed into region dangerous for Russian travellers. 
Then something possibly even more important, even more 
historic happened: the East German Communists sent Rus- 
sian soldiers against the rebels. turned out several 
cases that the rifles the Russian soldiers, instead being 
aimed without flinching, quivered like magnetic needles. 


These developments had profound impact. This time, 
the people behind the Iron Curtain themselves determined 
the direction politics: the topic liberation shall not 
disappear from the agenda. Did they say you were weak? 
Did they say you could nothing? Look how weak you 
are: you have given direction world events. 


The people behind the Iron Curtain rely most heavily 
America. This compliment America; and hap- 
pened because, among all the nations, America stands 
most consistently behind the policy liberation, believes 
most firmly the values freedom, and most clearly 
realizes that good must energetically defended and evil 
energetically combatted. short, want say that you 
are right trusting America the most. 


For us, the Czechs and Slovaks, still another alliance—or 
almost alliance—is being born. not realize 
quite clearly yet; still dwell too much the past. 
Man’s thinking often runs old grooves, and fails 
take cognizance new things even when has already 
begun destroy the old. For long time, for entire cen- 


turies, and the Germans followed different directions. 


Now both one direction. Nothing has been signed 
here, either; but their goal and our goal now freedom. 


What happens Czechoslovakia helps the East Germans. 


What happens their country helps us. The open fight 


against Communist rule began June our homeland. 
But then spilled over into East Germany and there ac- 
quired larger proportions. animosities the past 
should keep from declaring that they are waging glori- 
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ous and historic struggle. When two nations pursue the 
same goal, alliance exists between them even though 
neither our people nor the people East Germany have 


Foreign Ministers who visit each other and seal their com- 


mon objective with formal treaty. But then, the most 
solid agreement often the unwritten one which has its 
the common interest, the common yearning and 

passions. are glad that history has finally given 
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and the Germans common passion for freedom. 

The Communist governments have declared that rap- 
prochement between the Czechoslovak people and the Ger- 
mans has been accomplished them. Yes, has been: 
the uranium pits the Czechs and Slovaks work shoulder 
shoulder with the Germans order that Russia may 
able wage atomic war. But aside from this humiliat- 
ing brotherhood the darkness the mines, where the 
government, implementing its principle equal rights, has 
herded the people both nations, different alliance be- 
tween the Czechs and the Germans being born—on the 
surface the earth, the sunlight; not government 
orders, not out fear, but courage. When, June, first 
the Czechoslovak and then the German workers launched 
open resistance against their governments, they certainly 
did not say one another advance: will unite. But 
their common deed has united them, the common enemy 
has united them, their common resistance, their common 
longing for new life. have doubt that there need 
for rapprochement between the Czechoslovak people and 
the Germans, even there need for rapproachment 
between the French and the Germans, the life the 
future more orderly and more secure than has 
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ish 


been the past, and Europe garden rather 
than cemetery. But the best, the most vital rapproche- 
ment occurs not when the wise men both nations get 
together make prophecies and theorize; occurs 
when fate has thrown two nations into the same action. 
there was abyss between the Czechoslovak people and 
the Germans, nothing can bridge more effectively than 
common deeds, arising out common sentiment. 

Among those who are fighting the Communist tyranny 
East Germany, there are some whom know from the 
past and who turn know us; once before, there existed 
sort alliance between us. 1933, when Hitler seized 
power, sad columns German Social Democrats crossed 
our borders—even fifteen years later sad columns 
Czechoslovak patriots were crossing the German border. 
have heard many people abroad speak about Czechoslo- 
vakia; the ones who spoke most highly were the Ger- 
man refugees the Hitler era whom gave shelter 
and assistance. They are ever ready testify how 
the Czechoslovaks acted when they were free. Canada 
there lives group German Social Democrats who cele- 
brate October 28, our national holiday, their newspaper. 
These were the people who thought the same way did. 
When Hitler seized power and began his acts violence, 
the newspaper the German Social Democrats reported 
Hitler’s acts column entitled: “Reports from Germany 
under the Rule the Huns.” 1938 the German Social 
Democrats took their rifles and, together with our people, 
went stand guard our frontiers. was our worst deed 
when 1945—true, under Bolshevik pressure, but done 
nevertheless—we declared these guardsmen our frontiers 
our enemies and drove them out our land. Even 
our good deeds bear fruit, our bad. there some- 
thing our past would like undo, this. 

For 150 years, Europe has sought live according 
the principles invidious, hostile nationalism. The 
result ruins and the victory the most brutal. our 
common task, common task the Germans and the 
Czechs and Slovaks, seek new, less destructive kind 
patriotism. 

Rude Pravo (Prague), official organ the Czechoslo- 
vak Communist Party, attacked the contents this broad- 
cast front-page article entitled “The Obedient Lackeys 
the Revenge Movement,” published August 28. Ex- 
cerpts from this article are quoted below: 

“Exiles from Czechoslovakia who slander our Republic 
over Radio ‘Free Europe’ Munich are under the 
direct orders the Bonn Neo-Nazis; [are] mouthpieces 
the Adenauer government and devoted heralds the 
‘interests the West German State.’ 

“This broadcast expresses [their] immense joy the 
unity spirit existing between the Czechoslovak ex- 
iles and the West German revenge-seekers the fight 
against peace-loving Germany—against the German 
Democratic Republic: ‘For long time,’ [they say] ‘we 
and the Germans went different directions. Now 
are going the same way.’ And order dispel any 
doubts, the broadcaster immediately starts eulogize 


the Berlin Fascist provocation June 17, that ill-famed 
attack against peace. ‘No former disagreement should 
prevent the former men and Gestapo agents 
who organized the Berlin putsch for American dollars 
are declaring this glorious and 
historic struggle.’ 

“What hypocrisy and falsehood lie these words 
‘overcoming the gulf Czechs and Germans!’ 
Nothing would more distasteful the exile traitors 
than the very fact that there gulf between the 
Czechoslovak people and the peace-loving Democratic 
Germans—that our people advance jointly their fight 
for unified democratic Germany, for strengthening 
peace Europe. 

“The exiles are well aware that this friendship be- 
tween the Czechoslovak and the German people form 
one the serious obstacles their plans. Therefore 
they fervently curry the favor the Bonn Neo-Nazis, 
who aim unleashing Third World War ‘revenge,’ 
who herald the ‘march the East,’ and the ‘coloniza- 

“From only one viewpoint has their statement been 
good: the exiles have once again publicly declared them- 
selves obedient lackeys the Neo-Nazi revenge move- 
ment.” 


This the Voice Free Hungary.... 
STOCK AND PILLORY 


this talk are going discuss the measures taken 
the Budapest regime against those workers whom 
accuses violating “labor discipline.” are going 
point out that the practice humiliation weapon 
increase production possible only under regime which 
has fallen back centuries its relationship with the work- 
ing class, 

the Belajonisz factory—which among the workers 
still called the “Standard”—there are photographs the 
cafeteria walls. All employees they come lunch can 
see these pictures the walls. The plant photographer 
working hard; had many assignments, especially 
July. took pictures those workers who—according 
Budapest Communist misinterpreted certain 
parts the government’s program.” 

What was this misinterpretation? was, simply, that 
they took seriously those promises the pro- 
gram which referred better treatment and better social 
conditions for the workers. They believed, for instance, 
that the future they would not persecuted if, for 
some valid reason, they were late for work. The workers 
were much mistaken. Instead more humane treatment, 
what they got was photographer. Their pictures were 
posted board the cafeteria, with humiliating com- 
ment. This the atmosphere which they eat their mid- 
day meal; but, surprisingly, they are not really penitent. 
not crime late, and under the present Buda- 
pest transportation system frequently unavoidable. 
one broods over the disgrace, but the other consequences 
worry them. The photographed workers are afraid that 
their names may put the list “people’s enemies” 
and that they may receive even greater greater punish- 
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ment. The “shame-board” does not represent the shame 
the workers; the shame the regime which stoops 
such crude, slave-driving methods toward its own working 
people. 

The Minister Agriculture recently praised agricultural 
leaders who had satisfactorily carried out the collection 
program. the same time listed those who were 
“negligent.” not know what offenses were com- 
mitted those agricultural officials and whether they de- 
serve reprimanded, and anyway that beside the 
point. The point that the greatest possible publicity 
being given the names those who were reprimanded. 
The point the intimidation: “Tremble—your turn may 
next.” Names are selected random from the thou- 
sands upon thousands officials who could have been 
reprimanded because the collection program failed. was 
not their crime. was the crime the insatiable regime 
and the inevitable consequence the passive resistance 
with which the whole rural population met impossible 
governmental instructions. 

The picture the tardy worker the dining-room 
the “Standard” factory and the list reprimanded agrono- 
mists published the newspaper are both tactics inspired 
the same basic attitude. The Communist regime has 
intention getting the roots the real trouble. 
Moscow’s requirements industry and agriculture run 
counter Hungarian life, and, according Communist 
rules such cases, the life must perish. Regime spokesmen 
have admitted their faults vain; vain have they 
promised concessions workers and peasants. actual 
fact, nothing has changed: the exploitation and intimida- 
tion remain before. Those who were ready believe the 
promises more humane treatment can now face their 
own pictures the factory and apprehen- 
sively they can watch the papers day day for their own 
names among the leaders “responsible” for the crop col- 
lection failure. 

this how the Communists wish restore work dis- 
cipline? There are many kinds discipline. There the 
kind discipline imposed under the threat machine 
guns and gallows. possible arrange great demon- 
strations with this kind discipline, keep military units 
under control, direct political party and many other 
things; but impossible work and produce under 
it. The only real and effective work discipline that which 
accepted voluntarily the worker. When receives 
appreciation, compensation and freedom for his work, the 
worker understands the purpose discipline. But not 
willing accept it, and there power which can force 
him accept it, when the employer deprives him his 
freedom and human dignity and enforces discipline through 
humiliation and the threat prison. These are the only 
means which the Hungarian regime has hand—the futile, 


archaic means tyrant well aware the fact that 
hated. 
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This the Voice Free Bulgaria.... 


THE PAVLOV DOCTRINE 


The propaganda campaign over the name and theory 
Ivan Pavlov currently being waged the Communists 
cannot explained the importance Pavlov’s contri- 
bution medical science. apparent from Communist 
writing that what they are aiming much more ambi- 
tious goal. Their goal give new scientific justifica- 
tion Marxist-Leninist theory and practice. 

The project began some five years ago, when, 1948, 
great hue and cry was raised Soviet Russia over bio- 
logical theory known today the theory Michurin and 
Lysenko. These two Soviet farmers and cattle-growers be- 
lieved they had proved that the knowledge and experience 
acquired individual his lifetime can inherited 
subsequent generations. This theory was categorically re- 
jected Western scientists. 

This was soon followed campaign the Soviet 
Union, and subsequently the Soviet-bloc countries, 
publicize the Russian physiologist Pavlov: originator the 
theory so-called conditioned and automatic reflexes. 

According Pavlov’s theory, man’s behavior the re- 
sult reflexes; i.e., physiological contractions caused 
external factors and emerging defensive reaction 
the part the organism. The important thing that con- 
ditioned reflexes are not present birth but are acquired 
through personal experience. Automatic reflexes are in- 
stinctive and cannot altered experience training. 
has been established that the conditioned reflexes have 
their key centers the cerebellum the brain, ‘and the 
automatic reflexes originate the spinal cord. 

Today these theories are exploited the Communists 
the following manner: the spiritual life man [they 
argue] consists conditioned reflexes acquired from the 
environment. From this hypothesis they drew the con- 
clusion which they seek: namely, that “Socialist” man 
can created provided corresponding “Socialist” en- 
vironment set up—an environment that will condition 
the reflexes accordance with the Communist plan. 
this point, the Michurin-Lysenko theory invoked show 
that these “Socialist” reflexes can inherited the next 
generation and will eventually become man’s true nature. 
Following this argument, the Communists proclaimed that 
Soviet science had dealt heavy blow the assertion 
“capitalist science” that conditioning not inherited. And 
thus the Communist oppressors found justification for the 
policy which they sacrifice present generations order 
prevent them from setting bad example for the new 
generation and permeating with their ideas. 

This view, however, just one more Communist fantasy. 
ignores the fact that conditioned reflexes are present 
only long they are being constantly trained. The truth 
that only human capabilities are passed from generation 
generation. Conditioned reflexes play vital role the 
life each individual, but they differ with each individual, 
and end with his life. 
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New Line Love 


“It necessary dream. man were completely de- 
prived the ability dream, see his dreams the out- 
come that which undertakes, what would drive him 
originate and complete creative work art, science 
and practical affairs?” 

These words Lenin were used support for thesis 
the “Defense Romanticism,” quoted from the new 
Soviet film publication Kino Radio Prague, 
August 14. The article appealed Soviet artists give 
more heed “adventure,” rebuking artists who “wrongly 
assume that adventure not fit subject for real art.” The 
article dealt also with romanticism art, declaring that 
not correct avoid romanticism the movies 
regard decadent. Romanticism not incompatible 
with realism; the contrary, helps artists many in- 
stances depict the rich Soviet reality.” 

Confirmation this “neo-romantic” line was soon given. 
September the Prague literary gazette Literarni 
Noviny recognized the return art “lovers who, gazing 
raptly into each other’s eyes, not talk norm fulfill- 
ment disorders the lathe”: 


“While people loved, quarrelled, separated and made 
up, just because they are people and love each other, 
literature, film and the theater silently ignored them. 
was simply love had ceased exist. This could not 
indefinitely. Young and old alike protested, and 
and behold: there romance stories again, and 
even movies and plays lovers appear who, gazing 
raptly into each eyes, not talk norm ful- 
fillment disorders the lathe. Love again 


Border Guides Executed 


Radio Budapest, September reported the execution 
Laszlo Koltay, Alajos Czajlik and Lajos Nemeth, for espion- 
age and “aiding illegal border crossings.” 

This the first known instance death sentence for 
the “crime” helping refugees escape from Hungary. 
Koltay was also accused having killed AVH (Security 
Police) man, but the fact that his two colleagues were also 
given the death penalty indicates that the regime taking 
drastic measures against instigators border crossings 
effort frighten others and thereby prevent escapes. 


Can-Can Cleric 


The Communist regime likes employ the music 
Offenbach make its “revised” plays more palatable 
the Hungarian public. 1950 they turned his operetta 
The Princess Gerolstein into anti-Tito comedy; 
1952 they made “fighter for peace” Orpheus, and this 
summer they have reportedly used the music from Bit 
Happiness Offenbach musical which serves 
ridicule the “clerical reactionaries.” 

One the leading characters Father Poczek, who 
dances the can-can and engages dark intrigues and shady 
business deals. undertakes business arrangement with 
the owner bell-foundry. Father Poczek gets orders for 
the owner and they split the profits. Then Father Poczek 
decides that wants make guns instead bells. How- 
ever, the Minister Defense, who has been supporting 
Poczek’s dealings, suddenly transferred the post 
Minister Health. The deal can still arranged, but 
instead guns they must make basins. 
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Provincial Press Frozen 


regulation issued Poland August ruled that news- 
papers published one wojewodztwo (province) can 
longer distributed other provinces within the country. 
Outside this prohibition are certain official Warsaw news- 
papers which are meant read the entire popu- 
lation. 

prohibition against sending the provincial press abroad 
has been effect for some time part the Polish Com- 
munist Party policy for “controlling” the dissemination 


internal conditions within the country. 


This new prohibition officially explained the fact that 
most local papers carry the same articles with little local 
variation and that their circulation from one province 
another therefore waste money and paper. 


Washing-Machine 


The family wash drudgery any country, and 
Czechoslovakia, where the government industrialization 
program severely restricts the manufacture consumer 
goods, overworked housewives yearn vain for the aid 
electric washing machines. The wives men working 
factory Skalsko, town near Doksy, finally badgered 
their husbands into doing something about it. 

Instead diligently repairing the agricultural machinery 
brought into their workshop, forty the forty-eight work- 
ers set out make parts for washing machines, which 
they later assembled private home. The mechanic 
who worked the forge and foundry cast the cogwheels; 
the electrician stole made the electric motors; the chair- 
man the Workers’ Council local, member the Com- 
munist Party, made the fastenings for the covers; the cabi- 
net maker turned his talents building bodies for wash- 
ing machines instead tractors; and the rest the men 
manufactured various other small parts, while the foreman 
remained blind the whole proceeding, although was 
Party member. 

Over period several months, from the beginning 
1953, the workers succeeded completing washing 
machines. Although somewhat primitive construction, 
they were enthusiastically received the housewives 
the homes Skalsko which they were given. None 
them were sold the black market; that would have 


violated the whole spirit the project. 


Material for washing machines made quite dent 
the storeroom supplies, and the worker charge the 
storeroom suddenly awoke the fact that large quantities 


material, especially sheet metal, had vanished without 


being accounted for. did not take him long find out 
where had gone. His fear being held responsible led 
him report the affair the SNB (Security Police). 
One day April, 1953, the workers were summoned 
the factory’s main office watch Russian film. Mean- 
while, members the SNB conducted thorough search 
the workshops and discovered parts washing machines 
every room. When the film was over, the startled work- 
men walked straight into the arms the waiting SNB, 


News Briefs 


who took them the Doksy station where they were ques- 
tioned throughout the afternoon, the night and the follow- 
ing day. Then the majority were freed. Two were detained 
but ultimately were released. 

The housewives awaited the seizure their washing 
machines. They were astonished when, despite house 
searches, move was made confiscate the machines. 
Only the unassembled parts found the factory and the 
houses were taken away. There was further official ac- 
tion. Although the workers expected fined, the au- 
thorities apparently dropped the whole affair. The only 
remaining worry for the “saboteurs” was that they were 
greeted “washermen” wherever they went. 


Dog's Life Hungary 


Hungary, according refugee report, the class 
struggle has been extended dogs. Dogs that have 
function except household pets may not bred; only 
the breeding police dogs, bloodhounds, pointers, etc., 
allowed. Dogs are taxed the rate 100 forints per 
animal. Penalties imposed upon the dog owners for “of- 
fenses” extremely high, particularly the case “pets.” 
Canine transportation fare also very high. 

pre-war days restaurants made practice selling 
table scraps dog owners for few pennies. This now 
forbidden; all leftover food delivered the hog 
farms for fattening pigs. Prepared dog food longer 
manufactured. Dog catchers patrol the streets and pick 
any dog not leash. 

However, the Communist regime exploits all the com- 
mercial uses the dog. For example, compusory 
trim long-haired dogs and deliver the trimmed hair 
collecting centers. 

Thus, concludes the report, not only human beings, but 
also dogs, “live like dogs” the Communist paradise. 


Railroad Riddle 


Rovnost September reported the following in- 
cident illustrating the confused state train service 
Czechoslovakia: 


“The sign the platform the Brno railroad sta- 
tion indicated the train for Breclav. Just sure, 
some passengers made inquiries the conductor, who 
reassured them that the train was going Breclav. 
However, some the passengers already the cars 
contended that the train was headed for Oslavany. 
Most the passengers frantically got off again and 
asked the conductor. His answer was the same be- 
fore: the train was going Breclav. Passengers going 
frantically boarded the train once more, and 
those whose destination was Oslavany quickly got off. 

“No sooner had the train started move than 
turned out that the hundreds passengers were going 
the wrong direction. Passengers with their suitcases 
hand started jump off the train. Horni Her- 
spice, over 300 travellers had get off and wait for the 


right train Breclav. The train, after all, was headed 
for Oslavany.” 
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Secret Printing Polish Prison 


Behind the walls the Mokotow prison Warsaw 


case state emergency martial law, and plans for 
currency changes, price changes, and the issue State 
bonds.” 


concealed printing plant charged with the task print- Despite the long (12-hour) shifts, the complete isolation 
ing confidential papers for the Polish government. from the rest the prison, and the strict State Security 
According anti-Communist who had been politi- supervision, the prisoners welcome employment 
cal prisoner Mokotow and who later escaped from the printing plant. They have access advance informa- 
country, this plant was set 1951 with equipment important internal events Poland, and they are 
from printing shops discontinued the Gdansk, given more comfortable accommodations and larger rations 
and Poznan prisons. The 450 prisoners employed other prisoners. They are also paid standard rates, 
“prisoners with life long-term sentences, and Germans Citing example one printing operation, the escapee 
who not understand the language.” reported that November, 1951, special ration cards for 
considerable part the 120 estimated tons kinds food, textiles and services were printed the 
consumed daily this plant used for printing periodi- packed sealed bags and taken away heavy 
cals, leaflets and posters. But the main task the plant The prisoners were greatly surprised when, 
print secret government papers, including “lists December 1952, the bags were returned the prison 
persons wanted the State Security authorities, policy and stored rooms near the printing shops. They 
guidances for the use the Party and State Security still there when the escapee was released from Moko- 
Police, partial civilian mobilization plans, dispositions March 1953. 
Hungary Bids for 1960 Olympics part this year’s August celebration Constitution 
Day (the Communist holiday which 1949 replaced the 
Hungary secking hold the 1960 Olympic Games national holiday St. Stephen’s). 
Budapest. With eye this, the government authorized All important Party and government officials were pres- 
construction stadium with planned capacity the opening ceremonies. The main speech was 
100,000 people. Building was begun 1950 the Gyula Hegi, chairman the National 
the old Budapest Racetrack regular paid for Physical Education. reviewed the record 
and “volunteer” brigades from factories and youth Hungarian athletes international sports events since 
zations. More than 150,000 work-hours were “contributed the war, and asserted that “the completion the stadium 
the latter, according Szabad Nep (Budapest), the outstanding accomplishments Hungarian sports- 
men give great weight our request the International 
Although will not completed until 1954, the Committeee that the 1960 Olympic Games 
“People’s Stadium” was formally opened the public Hungary.” 
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“The Pride the Five-Year People’s Stadium the day the opening 
Beke Szaladsag (Budapest), August 
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(Prague), September “but little attention being given 
their exploitation for cultural-political agitation.” The 
newspaper explained: 


Deportation According and Condition" 


interesting example the way which ideological 
considerations degenerate into considerations expediency 
refugee deportations from the Czechoslovak city 
Bratislava. 

Although deportations are still nominally directed against 
“political unreliables” and “former members exploiting 
classes,” practice the size and condition the apartment 
occupied the subject utmost importance. not 
unusual for industrial workers and officials moving into 
the city single out particularly desirable apartment 
and discredit the occupants, who are then deported 
the country, leaving the apartment free for the incoming 
worker. 

The deportee must vacate his apartment three 
days after receiving his notice. The moving done 
government trucks and the deportee allowed take 
with him whatever wishes. But since living quarters 
are very much smaller the country, most people leave 
large part their furniture the apartment. Theo- 
retically they retain ownership everything they leave 
Bratislava; effect, however, the new tenant takes over. 

Travel expenses the new town village are paid 
the state. the village, the duty the local govern- 
ment authorities provide accommodations for the de- 
These are invariably inadequate and neglected 
condition, and most cases the deportees must make con- 
siderable repairs before moving in. 

Local authorities are also required provide work for 
the deportee, free look for work his own 
prefers. The only work available the country manual 
labor, either construction work agriculture. 


The place work must close his home, de- 
portee not permitted leave the village living 


without police permission. 


Showmanship 


“Shopwindows can have greater function today than 
declared Noviny 


“More and more shopwindows are being blanked out 
with whitewash, there were nothing from our fac- 
tories display. Some Prague streets abound with this 
convenient dim-out. Factories themselves should have 
display windows, even only for propaganda. There 
are plenty examples follow. The ‘Soviet World’ 
bookshop Prague used one its windows display 
the metal-cutting tool Stakhanovite Kolesov. 


“Frequently observe indifference [by the shops] 
important new products. Television sets were recently 
put the market. Their historic appearance was an- 
nounced the shops with the notice: 
4,000 Our workers are eager for every detail 
about TV. But the shopwindows tell them nothing.” 


News Briefs 


Fall List 


Radio Warsaw, August 10, announced that the Polish 
publishing firm Ksiazka Wiedza had issued booklet 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, containing among other 
things the poem “If Die” Mrs. Rosenberg, article 
about the trial, excerpts from letters and statements the 
couple, and poems the Communist writers Howard Fast 
and Wladyslaw Broniecki. 


The Warsaw radio also reported that Ksiazka Wiedza 
had published the first volume three-volume collection 
documents the basic decisions and resolutions the 
Communist Party Poland. The volumes will cover re- 
spectively the periods 1918-1923, 1924-1929, and 1930- 
1938. 

Books charging the Vatican with “criminal plottings” 
and “cooperation with Wall Street and Pentagon war- 
mongers” are being prepared for free distribution through- 
out Poland, Radio Warsaw has reported. Copies will 
given “welfare centers, houses culture, youth organi- 
zations and public libraries.” 


Soviet Tank Enshrined 


The first Soviet tank enter Prague 1945 has been 
mounted pedastal Stefanikovo Square Prague- 
Smichov commemorate Prague’s “liberation” the Red 
Army. The 60-ton tank guarded special police de- 
tachment, probably prevent attacks Soviet memorials 
anticipated protest against the regime’s removal 
Masaryk memorials throughout the country. 


Drought Dentist's Office 


When patient visits his dentist the Nagyteteny dis- 
trict Budapest, must bring his own water. According 
Esti Budapest, July 25, the State dentist office this 
district has not had running water for several months: 


“When patient enters the office, the dentist hands 
him glass with the words: ‘Please out and get some 
water from the street.’ While the patient fetches the 
water (at the same time drenching his clothes and shoes) 
the pump the corner the street, the dentist 
rinses his hands basin full dirty water brought 
previous patients. 


“This takes place not some country village with- 
out modern plumbing, but the dentist’s office the 
Nagyteteny district, the 22nd district Greater Buda- 
pest. There white porcelain washbasin with faucets 
the office, but has not provided water for three 
months. The motor the well belonging the build- 
ing out order, but would simple solve the 
entire problem connecting the main water pipe 
which runs under the street only few yards from the 
house. However, despite orders and memoranda marked 
‘urgent,’ action has been taken remedy this con- 
dition.” 
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Misfired 


long-suffering Hungarian has come the end his 
rope—at least far smoking concerned. 

letter published Esti Budapest, July 28, Jozsef 
Hunyadi told his troubles. Looking forward leisurely 
smoke over the evening paper the end hard day, 
had bought package his favorite “Five-Year Plans” 
and box matches his way home from work. 
home, settled himself chair and “lit up.” 

“It took exactly matches light the cigarette, and 
after two puffs went out,” said Hunyadi his letter. 
“Then couldn’t get going and went out again. 
anger used the whole box matches—which 
wasn’t very difficult since only the remaining matches 
would burn!” 

Hunyadi said that desperation then cut the ciga- 
rette open see what had prevented from lighting. 
“And wonder! Among other things, there was piece 
rope it!” 

his experience smoking “Five-Year Plans,” Hunyadi 
said, had come across all sorts things and had never 
bothered complain that the cigarettes were “often 
damp that the moisture you squeeze out would suffi- 
cient water small flower-pot.” The incident which 
based his letter, however, was “the limit.” 


Communists Call the Tune 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), May announced that 
30,000 award had been conferred the Communist 
regime upon Bulgarian composer Pancho Vladygerov for 
his “Hebrew Symphony.” 

The story this symphony little more than graph 
the recent vagaries the Communist Party line. Composed 
1952 and based popular Hebrew music, the symphony 
won instant critical acclaim and was played regularly 
concerts Sofia. During the Slansky trial and the en- 
suing wave anti-Semitism, the symphony disappeared 
from concert programs and the sheet music prominently 
displayed music store windows was removed. 


After this the composer’s star started sink rapidly. 
Other works his were banned from concert halls. The 
Bulgarian public did not notice this change, but those 
music and theatrical circles knew that Vladygerov’s works 
were “on the index.” 


Then, suddenly, there was another change. After Soviet 
refutation the “Doctor’s Plot,” and subsequent revi- 
sion the anti-Semitic line throughout Eastern Europe, 
the Sofia regime wanted give conspicuous demonstra- 
tion its new attitude. Bulgarian authorities remembered 
Vladygerov “Hebrew Sympony.” solemn 
ceremony, they gave Vladygerov the 30,000 leva prize, 
sum which present-day Bulgaria makes him wealthy 
man (the average income for physician, for example, 
handsome villa with beautiful furnishings, including two 
pianos. 


Limited Liability 


Bicycle wheels which awry when ridden over 
roads are the latest model defective consumer goods 
Czechoslovakia. Rude Pravo (Prague), August printed 
letter from irate victim who bought bicycle for 
his son with his bank savings: 


“After had bought it, boy jumped merrily his 
new bicycle ride home from the shop. the time 
got home, the wheels were completely out line and 
the spokes loose. Since had had accident the 
way, realized there was something wrong with the 
materials. When went back and complained the 
manager the shop, told that these sports bicycles 
were only meant for use concrete highways where 
there are loose stones.” 


Numbers Game 


Prace (Prague), August 17, poked fun the new Prague 
telephone directory, advising subscribers prepared 
for “hazardous journey” through its pages when they 
look number. They were particularly warned not 
wait until the last minute try and find the number 
hospital, doctor, undertaker, “of anything any- 
one you need hurry.” 


“Let suppose that grandfather topples off ladder 
and hurts himself. trip the clinic necessary 
once. You bless your luck that you have telephone; 
you can arrange for immediate appointment. And 
that where the trouble starts. Clinics not appear 
such the directory. Clinics, you are advised, must 
looked under the main heading ‘Schools’ among 
‘Faculties Medicine.’ not too sure finding 
your particular clinic the page indicated. There 
says: ‘Clinic for Plastic Surgery—see State District Hos- 
pital Prague N.E.2; other clinics—see State University 
Hospitals.’ Quickly you turn the letter Grand- 
father failing fast. Under you find, luck and 
dint effort, that ‘State specialized health and nursing 
institutions—see Hospitals’ probably includes the clinic 
you are seeking. the meantime grandfather has passed 
away. you need longer look for the clinic. Now 
for the undertaker. may best turn back the 
‘Schools’ page. There you will find among ‘Faculties 
Medicine’ the institution which will provide the de- 
ceased with the last service. Should you wish arrange 
for grave, then had better help you, save you 
further harassement. For ‘Cemetery,’ look under ‘Com- 
munal institutions, Department Gardens.’ 

“And what about you, Comrade, whose basement 
apartment has been flooded with sewer water? Correctly 
you look through sixteen pages ‘Communal institu- 
tions’ where you will discover that ‘Sewage service’ 
‘see National Committees: Central National Committee.’ 
Good advice better than gold. But you won’t find 
‘Sewage service’ even under “National Committee.’ 
The language the directory calls the ‘Prague Water 
Economy Service the Central National Committee.’ 


Prace concluded: “Be careful and patient above all, 
Comrades. Why should lead simple life when can 
have complicated one? The editor the directory must 
have had this attitude.” 


Research Projects Eastern Europe 


Prepared the National Committee for Free Europe 


The studies listed below have recently been completed members the Mid-European Studies 
Center. They are available limited quantities and may obtained writing the Mid-European 
Studies Center, West 57th Street, New York 19, New York. Bulk prices are available request. 


Communist Europe, Black, (1953) pages, printed pamphlet. Included brief 
survey the economic and political background the area prior World War II, with emphasis 
the problems common the Balkan and central European states. There discussion the 
programs and parties the period 1920-1939 and description the rise and consolidation Com- 
munist power. Price $1.00. 


Mid-Europe: Selective Bibliography, compiled Jirina Sztachova, (1953) 197 pages, printed 
booklet. There comparable bibliography listing both primary and secondary books the his- 
torical, political, economic and cultural development this area any language. Full citations are 
given for 1693 titles, chiefly English and French, largely referring available twentieth century 
publications. divided into two parts, the first subjects for all the Mid-Europe, the second 
individual countries, including the Balkans, the Baltic States and the Soviet Union. 


Paper $2.00; bound $3.00. 


Readings Contemporary Eastern Europe, edited Black, (1953) 352 pages, printed 
booklet. This selection readings brings together brief accounts the main problems eastern 
Europe, well interpretations and statements policy representing variety viewpoints in- 
cluding the Communist. They are not intended form comprehensive survey all aspects the 
development the area during the past generation but are rather readings which supplement and illus- 
trate the general accounts that are available. Price $1.50. 


Poland: History and Historians: Three Bibliographical Essays, Bernard Ziffer, (1952) 107 
pages, printed booklet. Dr. Ziffer, lawyer profession, here provides, with notes, account 
Polish historiography and critical biography the chief works, periodicals, and learned societies, 
particularly for the interwar period this century. Price $1.50. 


Blueprint for Red Generation, William Juhasz, (1952) 101 pages, printed booklet. simply 
written, straightforward, and specific account the philosophy, methods, and practices Commu- 
nist education. The Russification language, the indoctrination youth, and anti-Western propa- 
ganda make case study Communist methods. The subject this clinical study Hungary, 
whose educational system has been completely revised the Communists the years since 1947. 
This compact brochure makes clear the means and the meaning the Communist program for edu- 
cating youth. Price cents. 


Agricultural Cooperatives Czechoslovakia, Ladislav Feierabend, (1952) 125 pages, printed 
booklet. documented history the agricultural cooperatives that were vital the economy 
democratic Czechoslovakia from 1918 until their recent subversion and collectivization the Com- 
munists. Price $1.00. 


Economic Treaties and Agreements the Soviet Bloc Eastern Europe, 1945-1951, (1952) 
138 pages, mimeographed pamphlet. Listed this study are treaties and agreements entered into 
the Soviet Union with its Satellites and the Satellites among themselves. show how the dom- 
inant position the Soviet Union determines the general conditions economic exchange, various 
types agreement are represented least one selected treaty. Translations members the 
Mid-European Law Project. Price $2.00. 


Economic Planning Hungary Since 1938, (1951) Schweng, pages, printed booklet. 
study recent economic changes Hungary the former Chief Research for the National 
Bank Hungary. analyzes detail the Three Year Plan adopted 1947, and the Five Year 
Plan put into operation the Communists 1950. Price $1.00. 


Fuel and Power Captive Middle Europe, Wszelaki, (1952) pages, printed book- 
let. documented analysis the fuel and power resources seven Satellite countries, and pres- 
ent plans for developing these resources, with appraisal Communist The author, 
specialist economic affairs, was member the Polish diplomatic service from 1918 1945. 


Price $1.00. 
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